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     Making More and Better Disciples 

 

     KNOW: Developing relationships with God and people 

     GROW: Becoming more like Christ 

     SERVE: Demonstrating our faith 

     SHARE: Producing new followers 

Through the ministry of Greece Assembly, we see 
people knowing Christ, growing in Christ, serving the 
body of Christ, and sharing the Gospel of Christ. 

Strategy is the “how” of vision. There are several 
components to our strategy, but here in this booklet 
we’ll journey together through God’s Word and a time 
of fasting, prayer, and repentance. 

  Introductory Devotions 

Monday. September 21—FASTING, pgs. 5-6 

Tuesday, September 22—PRAYER, pgs. 7-8 

Wednesday, September 23—REPENTANCE, pgs. 9-10 

  Church Family Prayer Service  

Wednesday, September 23 — 7 PM @ Greece Assembly 

  The 40-Day Journal—Fast. Pray. Repent. 

Begins:  Thursday, September 24 — Devotion #1, pg. 11 

Ends*:  Monday, November 2 — Devotion #40, pg. 52 

 

 

*This journal will take us to the 2020 election on Tuesday, Nov. 3. 

**You can view this journal online at:  greeceassembly.org/ifmypeople 
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Fast. Pray. Repent. 40-Day Journal 

I cannot agree more with Jonathan Cahn, he writes, “We stand at a pivotal moment in 
American history and world history. A time that can permanently seal our nation ’s 
course and the course of world history, for bad or good, for calamity or redemption. 
America, and much of western culture, was founded on a Biblical foundation of Truth, 
from which we have turned away and even against. In the days after 9/11, people 
flocked to churches. It looked as if there could have been a spiritual revival in the 
church and a spiritual awakening in the Nation. But it never came. This was because 
there was no repentance—no turning back to God, no changing of course. Without  
repentance, without that turning, there can be no revival, no spiritual awakening. So, 
America fell even further away from God—both spiritually and morally. We have driven 
God from our public squares, we have called what is good evil and what is evil good, 
we have sacrificed the lives of over sixty million unborn children, and we now seek to 
do so up to the time of birth.”  

We have more mega churches in American cities, yet our cities are darker and more 
progressively liberal than ever before. We must ask why? We are at a serious critical 
time, it is time for the church to fast, pray, and repent. God promises, “If My people 
who are called by my name will humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and 
turn from their wicked [sinful] ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.” [2 Chronicles 7:14] 

We are living in the last days before the coming of the Lord. It certainly seems like the 
“terrible [perilous] times” of 2 Timothy 3:1 have come true in our generation.  

What if Jesus is coming soon? What difference should that make to us? Can we still  
expect a move of God in the last days of human history? With all my heart, I believe the 
answer is, yes! Take a quick look at Luke 18:1-8, which we call the Parable of the  
Persistent Widow. This is a story about a judge who gave a widow what she wanted  
because she wore him out by coming back again and again. It is an easy-to-grasp les-
son on the importance of persistence when we pray. That much is obvious. But there is 
a kicker. Jesus ends the story this way: “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will 
He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). Where did that come from? This is not a  
parable about the Second Coming. It ’s about prayer. But Jesus closes it by applying it 
to the situation on the earth upon His return. Why?  

It helps to read this against the larger New Testament teaching that in the last days 
there will be a huge turning away from the Lord. It is sometimes called the “apostasy” 
or the “falling away.” You can read about it in Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 and  
2 Thessalonians 2. As we rush headlong toward the return of Christ, we should expect 
to see exactly what is happening today: False Christs. Spiritual counterfeits. Christians 
compromising their faith. Pastors turning away from the truth. Spiritual leaders who 
mislead the flock of God. Spiritual deception.   

As the foundations of society crumble beneath us, we will see this happening more and 
more. All these things are just the “beginning of sorrows” (Matthew 24:8). 

We ought to read Luke 18:9 in light of those passages. In a world where truth has  
become entirely subjective, where feelings trump Biblical commands, where we  
reinterpret the Bible to justify our sin – Jesus ’ painful question takes on a deeper 
meaning: When the Son of Man comes…will He find faith in your church? Will He find 
faith in your family? Will He find faith in your heart?  

IF MY PEOPLE… addresses two critical needs: (1) revival in the church, (2) a spiritual 
awakening in America. Revival awakens the individual Christian from a state of spiritual 
slumber and apathy; while a spiritual awakening comes to a whole nation, changing 
even the culture of the time. 

[continued…] 
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Throughout church history – fasting [humbling oneself], prayer [seeking God ’s face], 

and repentance [turning from sin] have been catalytic in producing revivals and  

spiritual awakenings.  

In the Bible, the number 40 is significant. It is used in the Bible 159 times, across both 

the Old and New Testaments. We see the significance of 40 in the Bible in the Noah 

narrative [Genesis 7:4]. The number 40 also emerges when we look at Moses and the 

covenant God confirmed with him. Moses is said to have gone up on the “mountain of 

God,” where he stayed for 40 days and 40 nights [Exodus 24]. When Christ is being 

tested in the wilderness [Matthew 2], we learn that He had been fasting for 40 days 

and 40 nights. We also see in Acts 1:3 that there were 40 days between the crucifixion 

and the ascension.  

It is important to note that the Bible does not offer a definitive explanation on the 

number forty, but due to its repetitive use, some 159 times, it must have a literal  

meaning in Scripture. As you study the context where it is mentioned, it does seem 

that God has chosen this number to help emphasize times of testing, trial, and change.  

As we journey together through this 40-day journal, let us believe God for a personal 

revival in our own hearts and for a spiritual awakening in America—for real 

transformation from the inside out . “And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep; for now, our salvation is nearer than when we first  
believed” [Romans 13:11].  

The “If My People– Fast. Pray. Repent. 40-day journal” begins on Thursday, September 

24, and ends Monday, November 2. 

 

Much love and care, 

Pastor Pat 
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TODAY’S INTRODUCTORY TEACHING IS ON:   

“And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah.” [2 Chronicles 20:3] 

 

Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, faced a dilemma. His enemies greatly outnumbered him. 

To make matters worse, his enemies had joined forces with the other enemies of Israel 

and were coming to destroy him, along with God ’s people. One day, someone came to 

King Jehoshaphat and warned him that a gigantic army was headed his way, bent on 

his destruction. It was hopeless. There was no way that he could meet this army with 

what he had. He was going to be destroyed. What did Jehoshaphat do? The Bible says 

that he “set himself to seek the Lord and proclaimed a fast.” 

Jehoshaphat knew that to fast before God was the best way to show his complete 

helplessness and humility. He learned something that you and I must never forget:  

renounce the natural to invoke the supernatural. There is a powerful interaction  

between fasting and prayer. Fasting detaches us from the flesh; prayer attaches us to 

God.  

Fasting is the abstinence from food with a spiritual purpose in mind. It is the means by 

which we empty and humble ourselves before God. David wrote in Psalm 35:13,  

“I humbled myself with fasting.” 

Fasting is giving up something, to focus on God. Biblical fasting involves fasting from 

food. The whole idea is to deny self [our flesh], to focus on the LORD [our spiritual 

life].  

The church has a real enemy. As a nation we are facing what seems like an impossible 

situation right now; so much has changed so quickly. Demonic armies have been  

strategically dispatched – creating havoc, controlling the media, stirring up hatred,  

deceiving millions, instigating riots, celebrating lawlessness, appearing as an angel of 

light under the guise of social justice, calling good evil and evil good, attacking God ’s 

truth, and dividing God ’s people.  

The apostle Paul clearly identifies our demonic enemy, “For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly  
places” [Ephesians 3:12]. Writing to the church in Corinth, he writes, “For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting 
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ ” [2 Cor. 10:4-5].  

 

[continued…] 

 
Sept. 21, 2020  

EACH DAY IN THE JOURNAL YOU WILL FIND THREE SECTIONS: 
 

[Feed on God ’s Word—the daily devotional] 
[Seek God ’s Face—prayer focus related to the daily devotional]  

[Turn your Heart Toward God—blank area to fill in as the Holy Spirit leads]  
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One of the gateways to God ’s supernatural intervention and power in our lives  

is through fasting and prayer. The disciples, when unable to help the demon  

possessed boy, were told by Jesus, “This kind does not go out except by prayer and  
fasting” [Matthew 17:21]. 

God sometimes permits staggering odds to come against us in order to humble us 

through fasting and drive us to our knees in desperate prayer.  

Fasting is abstaining from anything that hinders prayer.  

Jesus said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that  
proceeds from the mouth of God. ’” Matthew 4:4 

 

 

• There will be a FAST. section in the journal each day. This will contain 

the daily devotional. Feed on God ’s Word each day as you read the  

devotional. 

• You are also encouraged to complete a fast over this 40-day period 

(September 24 through November 2). 

• You can fast one or more meals a day. During the time you would be 

eating, you are encouraged to pray.  

• If fasting from a meal is not an option due to health restrictions,  

consider fasting from something else that hinders prayer in your life. 

For example:  social media, television, etc.  

• Pray about what the Lord would have you fast over these 40 days 

and write it down. This will help hold you accountable throughout the 

40 days. 

 

I plan to fast from: ________________________________________ 
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TODAY’S INTRODUCTORY TEACHING IS ON:   

“Jehoshaphat sought the Lord with all his heart.”  [2 Chronicles 22:9] 

 

Jehoshaphat was not a perfect king, but he was a praying king. When he was told that 

a “vast army” was coming against him, 2 Chronicles 20:3 says, “…Jehoshaphat feared, 
and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. ” The 

next verse [V.4] says, “So Judah gathered together to ask help from the LORD; and 
from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. ” As the enemy was bearing 

down, God ’s people came together to seek the LORD.  

There is a spiritual battle raging for the heart and soul of America. Christianity —the 

church, its teachings, and its way of life – is under attack. The odds may seem against 

us, but take heart, “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” [I John 

4:4]. Pastor Jim Cymbala wrote in his book FRESH WIND, FRESH FIRE, “The devil is 

not terribly frightened of our human efforts and credentials. But he knows his kingdom 

will be damaged when we begin to lift up our hearts to God. ”  

God says in Psalm 50:15, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble.”  

The history of past revivals and spiritual awakenings point to this one TRUTH: 

“Whether you study the Great Awakening, The Second Great Awakening, the Welsh 

Revival, the 1906 outpouring [of the Holy Spirit] on Azusa Street in Los Angeles, or any 

other period of revival and awakening, you always find men and women who first  

inwardly groan, longing to see the status quo change – in themselves and in their 

churches” [Jim Cymbala]. They begin to call on God in travailing prayer. It is like Psalm 

80, where Asaph bemoans the sad state of his times and the broken walls. He pleads in 

verse 18, “REVIVE US.” I talk to many believers who grieve over the spiritual state of 

the church and our nation. Like Asaph we plead, “Revive us.” 

The call of 2 Chronicles 7:14 is timeless and speaks to us today, “If My people who are 
called by My name will humble themselves, and PRAY and SEEK My face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land.” 

 

 

[continued…] 

 
Sept. 22, 2020  

EACH DAY IN THE JOURNAL YOU WILL FIND THREE SECTIONS: 
 

[Feed on God ’s Word—the daily devotional] 
[Seek God ’s Face—prayer focus related to the daily devotional]  

[Turn your Heart Toward God—blank area to fill in as the Holy Spirit leads]  



8 

• There will be a PRAY. section in the journal each day. This will contain 

a daily prayer focus.  

• This is to help guide you as you pray each day.  

• As you fast and pray throughout this 40 day period, you are  

encouraged to follow the A.C.T.S. prayer model. This helps you  

remember four key areas as you pray and closely models the topics 

outlined in the Lord ’s Prayer.  

Adoration—Start your prayers with praise. Praise God for who He 

is. Worship Him and acknowledge His greatness. This aligns your 

heart with His, keeping your eyes fixed on God.  

Confession—Repent and tell God you ’re sorry for where you ’ve 

fallen short, where you have sinned, where you have not done 

something you should have. Ask God ’s forgiveness. God is ready to 

forgive you and shower you with His grace and mercy.  

Thanksgiving—Tell God “thank you” for His work in your life. Give 

thanks for all the blessings of this life. Being intentional about  

praying with thanksgiving helps realign our focus with the Lord ’s— 

being aware of God ’s blessings even in the midst of trials.  

Supplication—Ask God for specific requests for yourself and  

others. Share what ’s on your heart and where you need God ’s help, 

guidance, and healing. Pray through the daily prayer focus and for 

the church, community, and nation. 
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TODAY’S INTRODUCTORY TEACHING IS ON:   

“Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or 
else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you 
repent.” [Revelation 2:5] 

 

Before we can ever talk about revival in the church, every Christian must ask  

themselves, “Am I personally revived—living as a committed, on-fire follower of Jesus 

Christ?” Ask yourself that question right now. If your answer is NO, you are a candidate 

for repentance. 

Listen to what Jesus said to the church of Ephesus in the book of Revelation,  “I know 
your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 
And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found 
them liars; and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My 
name ’s sake and have not become weary. Nevertheless, I have this against you, that 
you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent 
and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand 
from its place—unless you repent.” (Revelation 2:2–5) 

Jesus gave the church of Ephesus the three R ’s of revival: Remember, Repent, and  

Repeat. He says, “Remember therefore from where you have fallen.” Then He says, 

“repent,” which means to change the way you think about your spiritual reality.  

In other words, turn away from your sins, spiritual apathy and slumber. Then finally He 

says repeat, “Do the first works.” Get back and serve God like you once did.  

Remember, repent, and repeat. Put the three R ’s of revival into practice because the 

truth is, we all need to be spiritually revived before God. “And do this, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now, our salvation is nearer 
than when we first believed” (Romans 13:11).  

Repentance is vital to the Christian walk and to revival in the church. Repentance is so 

important that both John and Jesus began their ministry with the same message: 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2, 4:17). Repentance was 

also central to the disciples ’ ministry, as they “went out and preached that men should 
repent” (Mark 6:12). Then, on the Day of Pentecost, Peter brought the same message…

that his listeners should “repent” (Acts 2:38). 

This emphasis on repentance is not accidental. The Greek word means to change your 

mind, to think differently. Jesus, John, and the early disciples agreed that we cannot 

be transformed by the Gospel unless we ’re willing to change—unless we repent. 

 

[continued…] 

 
Sept. 23, 2020  

EACH DAY IN THE JOURNAL YOU WILL FIND THREE SECTIONS: 
 

[Feed on God ’s Word—the daily devotional] 
[Seek God ’s Face—prayer focus related to the daily devotional]  

[Turn your Heart Toward God—blank area to fill in as the Holy Spirit leads]  



10 

Without repentance we will continue to focus on ourselves. Repentance helps us  

recognize our inadequacy, the weakness of our flesh, and our need for God. Without 

repentance we are blinded by our own pride, and we continue to be self -centered. 

As we repent and change, we understand more about God and His Kingdom. We  

experience more of the fullness of His blessings. We begin to flow more freely in the 

Spirit. We think His thoughts and are more in tune with His voice. We hunger to know 

His Word. Others around us may seek the temporary pleasures and treasures of this 

world, but we find unspeakable joy in serving Jesus and surrendering our lives to Him 

as our Lord and Savior. 

Jehoshaphat sought the LORD through repentance, fasting, prayer, and surrender; and 

in doing so, he returned to his first love: GOD [see 2 Chronicles 19].  

• There will be a REPENT. section in the journal each day. This will 

contain blank lines. 

• This section encourages you to turn your heart toward God through 

repentance. 

• Repentance means to change your thinking, to turn 180, with the 

goal of aligning yourself to the Word of God.  

• Fasting and prayer are spiritual disciplines that produce a sensitivity 

to the voice and conviction of the Holy Spirit, often leading to  

repentance. 

• Each day you are encouraged to fill in the blank area by completing 

this thought, “I repent from…” 
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“Consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly; gather the elders and all the inhabitants 

of the land into the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord.” 
Joel 1:14 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

This is such a poignant call in the book of Joel, occurring in the middle of sin, idolatry, and 

immorality among God’s people. God’s people need to be forgiven of sin and reconciled to God. 

They need revival and restoration. So, how does this come about? Through fasting. Through a 

solemn assembly. Through gathering all the spiritual leaders and people together and crying out 

to God. Through repentance, turning to God.  

Are we willing to cry out to God day and night? Are we desperate for God? Do we cry out to 

Him for help? 

We need to be restored. We need to be revived. We need to see sin in a fresh way, for how 

serious it is. We need the mercy of God. Yes, we need the mercy of God in our country, but it 

starts with the church. We need to call out to God, cry out to God, as His people, for His grace 

upon our lives, our families and the church.  

So, I guess the question is, are we willing to fast toward that end? Are we willing to cry out to 

God day and night? Powerful things happen when we cry out to God, when we fast, and when 

we seek Him with our whole hearts.  

When was the last time you fasted? Let me encourage you to fast. Fast from food and cry out, 

“God, I need You more than this food.” 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• God, we need Your mercy.  

• God we so need Your grace in our lives, our families, our churches, and we so need Your 

grace in our country.  

• God, save us from ourselves. Save us from our sin. Show Your mercy to us. We cry out to You 

for this. Help us to fast for this, and to cry out together for this, day and night.  

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 

 



Sept. 24, 2020  

I repent from... 
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"But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you 
have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life." 

 

Romans 6:22 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

The big picture of Romans 6 is that the reality of justification by faith does not produce 
Christians who are cavalier about their own sin. Paul writes this chapter to show why 
believing in the righteousness of Christ, as the ground of our acceptance with God, 
does not make us indifferent to sin, but "DEAD" to SIN—set against sin in our own lives. 
Justification by faith always brings sanctification with it. Faith that justifies is never 
alone, but always brings a holiness of life with it. It dethrones sin, enthrones God, and 
makes war on sin in our hearts and bodies. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• Lord, search my heart and reveal any sin in my heart. 

• Lord, forgive me. 

• Lord, help me walk in Your Spirit and have the fruit of holiness in my life. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 

 



 Sept. 25, 2020  

I repent from... 
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“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that 

times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.”  

Act 3:19 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

A vast difference exists between the words remorse and repentance. It is important that we 

understand this difference. People are sorry when their sin catches up with them. People feel 

remorse when they begin to reap what they sow; but remorse does not necessarily mean that 

someone has repented. The Bible says godly sorrow leads to repentance. If you are truly sorry, 

you will not only have remorse for your sins, you will repent and change your behavior. 

Too many people have a false assurance that they are Christians because they possess a 

sense of remorse for their sins, yet they never repent. The Bible clearly says, “Repent therefore 

and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from 

the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).  

The word repent means to change direction. We have people today who theoretically come to 

Christ without ever changing their lifestyle. They have never actually repented. They will say, “I 

am sorry for what I did,” and then keep sinning like nothing ever happened. What kind of sorrow 

is that? 

C. S. Lewis wisely observed, “Repentance is no fun at all. It is something harder than merely 

eating humble pie. It means unlearning the self-conceit and self-will we have been training 

ourselves into for thousands of years.”  

This stark contrast between remorse and repentance should be a warning to us in the church. 

Let us never passively soak in the truth without any real intent to apply it. I plead with you today, 

if you are living in some form of habitual sin, for God’s glory and for you and your family’s sake, 

repent and be converted. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, open my eyes to any sin habits in my life. 

• Lord, forgive me and my complacency to sin. 

• Lord, help me to repent, change direction, for Your glory. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 

 



Sept. 26, 2020  

I repent from... 
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“He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes 

them will have mercy.”  

Proverbs 28:13 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Conceal or confess? The choice is ours. We all are guilty of sinning at times. Willful sin should not be 

a part of the believer’s life. Hebrews 10:26 says, “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.” A believer should not say, "I do 

not care if it is wrong or not, I am going to do it anyway." That is willful sin. 

The concealer…we are told about the fate of the one who conceals his transgressions. The word 

"conceal" means to cover and has the idea of a cover up. This man is hiding his transgressions 

(meaning a sin or rebellion—in this context, against God). Thus, the concealer is not willing to bring 

his sin to light before God. He therefore hides his rebellion, thinking that God does not see him. This 

same word was used to describe how Joseph's brothers tried to hide their sin when they dipped his 

coat in goat's blood and brought to Jacob. There was an attempted cover up by Joseph's brothers 

which eventually came to light. In the same way, we are warned against covering up our sins. They 

will come to light and rob us of God’s blessing.  

We serve a God who is omniscient—He knows all things. When Adam and Eve tried to hide in the 

garden, it was out of shame and rebellion. The problem for them was that God could still see them, 

even as they committed the first sin. When Cain was asked by God where his brother, Abel, was, he 

answered rebelliously. Cain must have thought God did not see—but He did—and Abel's blood was 

crying out to God from the ground. Moses thought he could kill the Egyptian and hide him in the 

piles of grain—but God saw.  Here is a fact you should always remember:  we can never hide our sin 

from a holy, omniscient God. He truly sees all! He warns His people, "Be sure that your sins will find 

you out!" 

Concealed sin leads to more sin. Unconfessed sin stunts our spiritual growth and fruitfulness. 
When we confess our sins, it is a welcome invitation for God’s grace to be released in our lives. 

I John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• Lord, help us be a people who confess. 

• Lord, release Your grace in our lives. 

• Lord, thank You for Your faithfulness to forgive us. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 



 Sept. 27, 2020  

I repent from... 
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“Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 

against the soul.”  
 

I Peter 2:11 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

The Bible is a book of journeys. Abraham leaves home to a place that God will show him. 
Joseph journeys down to Egypt; hundreds of years later Moses journeys from Egypt back home. 
Israel knows the journey of exile. Jesus journeys from heaven to earth. He sets His face toward 
Jerusalem; He journeys to the cross.  

For as long as we are on this earth, we, the people of God, are “sojourners” (strangers) and 
“pilgrims” (aliens) here. This is not our home—we are on a journey. And Jesus commanded us, 
“As you go, make disciples” (Matthew 28:18-20).  

As resident aliens, our lives should be different from that of those around us. Our values, 
priorities, desires, and behavior should be different from those of the world. We should be a 
people who “abstain from the passions of the flesh” (v. 11b). Our fleshly lusts are not what drive 
us. In our passion for Christ, we will fight against these passions of the flesh. We will be a people 
whose “conduct is honorable” (v.12). We will live in such a way that God and others are honored 
as we gather for corporate worship, as we love each other in the body of Christ, as we grow in 
godly character, as we live our day to day lives, and as we love and serve all whom God has put 
around us. 

When the people of God live in such a way, something beautiful happens—others will see our 
lives and give glory to God (v. 12b)! Could that be said of you, of your family, and of our church 
family? Do others look on and give glory to God for what they see in us? 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, may we have the self-control to fight the fleshly lusts. 

• Lord, may we conduct ourselves in a way that honors You. 

• Lord, may our lives bring glory to Your name! 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 

 



Sept. 28, 2020  

I repent from... 
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“I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy 

Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh.”  
 

Romans 9:1-3 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

What an amazing thing it is to have a heart for the lost. Paul had great revelation and wrote an 

amazing account of grace in the first eight chapters of Romans. Then, as chapter nine begins, he 

reveals his heart for the lost children of Israel. His sorrow at their rejection of Jesus was 

unbearable to him. Knowing God so well and the depth of His love for mankind, Paul was broken

-hearted for those who wanted to remain under the law instead of having this amazing, grace-

filled relationship with God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. For Israel, the chosen race of 

God, this rejection was doubly painful. 

It is the same intense revelation that caused Moses to say something similar on Israel's behalf. 

"Yet now, if You will forgive their sin, but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have 

written." (Exodus 32:32). They both knew the intensity of God's love, and neither could bear the 

thought of those they loved not experiencing this incredible relationship. Jesus was driven by 

this same desire, to save His people and endure the cross, “desiring that none would perish.” The 

Holy Spirit revealed to Paul how this rejection grieved the Lord as well. 

How strong is your passion for the lost? Your lost family members? Your lost neighbors? Your 

lost co-workers? Your lost classmates? 

Jesus said, “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son 

shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36). 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• God, may we understand the depth of Your love for all mankind. 

• God, awaken our hearts for the lost. 

• God, develop within our souls the desire that “none should perish.” 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth." 
 

Psalm 145:18 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

"The LORD is near." Why does the LORD embrace us and whisper words of comfort and 
assurance? He whispers because He's close. The LORD is near. In Philippians 4:6, the apostle Paul 
says, "Be anxious for nothing.” Verbalize it out loud, “The LORD is near.” Paul continues, "but in 
everything," meaning every situation. No matter what you're facing—if you're worried about the 
economy, if you're worried about your job, if you're worried about your safety and health, if 
you're worried about your elderly loved ones, if you're worried about a decision you need to 
make, no matter what you're going through. 

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God" (Philippians 4:6). Here's what we do:  we present our requests 
to God. Then comes the promise, "and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:7). Say it out loud, “The LORD 
is near.” In every situation, by prayer and petition, we present our requests (worries) to God. And 
so, let's do that today.  

Father, I ask that the power of Your Word, and the presence of Your Spirit would build our faith 
today. God, for those who are anxious, would you send Your peace? We ask this in the name of 
Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, AMEN.  

Anxiety is like the check engine light that goes on in your car. The light signals that there's a 
problem somewhere. The light is not the problem—the light is a signal indicating you should take 
it to someone who knows how to fix it. Anxiety is a signal alerting you that it's time to pray. 
Anxiety can be physiological. It can be emotional. It can be situational. It can be spiritual. Pray 
about it. If it's on your mind, it's on God's heart. Take your requests to God. The LORD is near. He 
can fix it. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• God, thank You for being near to us, “in everything.” 

• God, may we give You our anxious thoughts, feelings, and situations. 

• God, fill us with Your peace through Your presence and in the Word. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness." 

I John 3:4 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Sin, as defined in the original translation of the Bible, means "to miss the mark." The mark, in this 

case, is the standard of moral perfection established by God and evidenced by Jesus while He 

lived in the world. The apostle Paul writes, "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God" (Romans 3:23). 

Sin consists of not only missing the mark, but hitting the wrong thing. It's having another lover. 

The lover is you. When we sin, we choose to love ourselves more than we love God. Sin is much 

more than breaking the law of God, it is also breaking the heart of God—because we have 

another lover. Sin is reducing God, rejecting God, replacing God, and revolting against God. 

We will never fully appreciate the beauty of the Gospel until we fully grasp and understand 

the ugliness of sin. Here is the Good News, "For God made Christ, who never sinned, to 

be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ" 

(1 Corinthians 5:21 NLT). 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• God, may we run toward righteousness, purity, godliness and virtue. 

• God, help us love what is right, true, and noble. 

• God, may our lives be an example of our love for You. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” 
Luke 9:23   

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Christianity in modern America tends to be easy and convenient. It does not require self-

sacrifice, suffering, discipline, humility, a zeal for souls, nor a fear and love of God. What 

we now have might best be labeled “Consumer Christianity.” The cost is low, and customer 

satisfaction seems most important. It’s where everything is measured by our happiness rather 

than by God’s holiness. The sense of being “sinners” becomes secondary, if not also offensive. 

If we are only customers of the Almighty God, we can be selective in our faith and reject 

anything we do not like. But that is not the idea we get from Jesus. He pointed us to a cross—

not to a spiritual check-out counter. He said: “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it” (Luke 9:23-24). Christ died on a cross for 

our sins—not for our satisfaction. He calls us to trust in Him, then follow Him with a life of self-

denial. 

In a world where the customer is always right, it takes radical obedience to God to keep from 

buying into “Consumer Christianity.”  

When Jesus said to follow Him regardless of the cost, He promised He would surely give much 

more than would be lost. 

Following Jesus is not always easy, but it is always right. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• God, search my heart and reveal any “consumer” habits in my spiritual walk. 

• God, forgive me of the times I have put convenience before obedience. 

• God, may we, the church, live in such a way that we deny ourselves, take up the cross, and 

follow You...daily. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which 
of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he 
has enough to finish it— lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all 

who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’” 
Luke 14:27-30 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Imagine that you are living in first century Israel. The Roman Empire is in control of the area, 
and crucifixion is used as a means of torture and execution. In this time period the cross is an 
instrument of torture and death. It is highly feared. Then out of nowhere you hear Jesus say, 
“Take up your cross and follow me.” It was a frightening proposition because Jesus is asking us 
to deny ourselves and become His disciples. 

In our culture the cross is something cool. It is printed on t-shirts and worn as jewelry; but in 
ancient times, it was feared. The early Christians died for what the cross had come to mean. 
They died because they were followers of Christ. They denied themselves to follow Christ at all 
costs; they took up their cross daily, sometimes literally. 

Do we say that we are following Christ, yet our lives show very little evidence of it? We may be 
leaving our cross at home a little too often. If we desire to change our cities, churches, and 
world, then that cross needs to be hoisted over our shoulders all the time. Christ must be who 
we are looking to—our wants must be a distant second. We must become better disciples who 
help make other disciples. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said it many years ago, "When Christ calls a man, He calls him to follow Him 
to a cross and die." Bonhoeffer paid that cost when he died at the hands of the Nazis in WWII. 
Our commitment to Christ isn't a simple thing that happens just between our ears. Jesus warns 
us not to pretend to follow. He cautions us that our commitment must be heartfelt and 
soul-deep, and that there is a cost that comes with following Him. Jesus calls us to count the 
cost, then to follow Him. 

Do understand, bearing one's cross means something quite different than bearing the ordinary 
burdens and troubles of life. Burdens are common to all men, but the privilege of taking up and 
carrying the cross is the unique responsibility and privilege only of Christians, for it identifies 
them in a distinctive way with Christ.  

The command, “take up your cross,” is a daily endeavor that must be repeated. Every day we 
are telling Christ to take the lead, and we will follow. This may lead to something that is 
uncomfortable. “Cross-carrying” Christianity is what we are called to. It is not casual, 
comfortable, nor convenient.  

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• God, thank You for the cross. Thank you for the sacrifice You made on the cross, so we could 

be saved, forgiven, and freed from the bondage of sin. 

• God, reveal to our hearts the areas of comfort and convenience we fail to “deny” for You. 

• God, help us become living sacrifices, bearing the cross of Jesus Christ wherever we go.  

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

because it is written, 'Be holy, for I am holy.'"  
 

I Peter 1:15-16 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]

Holiness is the command of God because it is the character of God. God cannot set a standard 
lower than His own holiness. Peter is quoting from Leviticus 11:44-45, "For I am the LORD your 
God. You shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and you shall be holy; for I am holy. For I am the 
LORD who brings you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, 
for I am holy."  

When we think of holiness we almost always think about right living (moral living). That is 
certainly correct, but it means MORE than that. If you want to understand what holiness is read 
the Old Testament book of Leviticus. The book of Leviticus is not talking so much about 
holy people, it’s talking about holy THINGS. There are all sorts of things that are called holy. 
Tables are called holy, utensils are called holy, pots are called holy. Right there you begin to see 
that holiness doesn't just mean morality, because what does a moral table look like versus an 
immoral table? This forces you to ask, “what does holiness really mean?” The Hebrew word for 
holy (gadowsh) means "to cut, to cut it off, set apart, separate." Right away we can see why God 
says He is holy—He's completely (wholly) set apart from other beings. He is totally unique; there 
is no one else like Him. "Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like You, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?" (Exodus 15:11). God's holiness is not an 
aspect of who He is or what He does. God's holiness is the essence of who He is. God is holy in 
every attribute and action. 

So what does it mean to have a holy table or a holy pot? It means that it is set apart for God's 
exclusive use. When Peter quotes Leviticus, that the people should be holy, it means that this is 
going BEYOND morality. It is more than a list of moral do's and don'ts. What makes a table or 
a pot holy? When it belongs to God. What makes you holy?—Belonging to God. This is the 
definition of holiness:  you belong to God.  

Here's an illustration of what it means to be holy: Imagine you're reading a magazine. As you're 
reading through it there is an article with some information in it that you would like to use 
(maybe in a sales pitch, a school paper, a recipe, or a sermon). The only way to use it is to "set it 
apart." You "cut it" out of the magazine. WHY? If you don't cut it out, if you don't set it apart, you 
can't use it. To cut something out, to set it apart for your use, is exactly what the Bible means 
when it talks about being holy.  

The Israelites were a holy people because God "set them apart" for His use and glory. The New 
Testament Church is a holy people because God "set you apart" for His use and glory. The core 
of holiness is intensely personal. I, Pat Medeiros, have been "cut out," set apart for God's use and 
glory. I belong to God! Wow! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• God, thank You for setting us apart for Your glory. May we walk in holiness. May we be set 

apart from this world, set apart for Your glory, set apart for Your exclusive use. 

• God, search our hearts and reveal anything hindering us from living a life of holiness. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"...gird up the loins of your mind." 
 

I Peter 1:13 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

In ancient times people wore long, flowing robes. They would tuck some of the material under 
their belts while they worked, while walking a long distance, or while involved in an athletic 
competition. Having their robes flying all over the place would hinder them, slow them down, 
and would even be dangerous to their personal safety. In the verse above, Peter is saying not to 
let anything hinder your mind as you "rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought 
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (I Peter 1:13). In Ephesians 6:14, Paul writes, "Stand 
therefore, having girded your waist with truth..."  

Walk with the Truth of Scripture tucked under your belt. Work with the Truth of Scripture 
tucked under your belt. Worship with the Truth of Scripture tucked under your belt. Tie down 
the loose ends of your mind. Make a decisive life commitment to live in the reality (HOPE) of the 
grace that is to come at the Second Coming of Christ—”that is to be brought to you at the reve-
lation of Jesus Christ."   

"Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ" (2 Corinthians 10:5). "So that 
we may no longer be children (immature) tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, by craftiness in deceitful schemes" (Ephesians 4:4). 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, help us to take our thoughts captive, to tie down the loose ends of our minds, and fully 

surrender to You. 

• Lord, reveal to us any areas in which we have been blinded by the deceitful schemes of the 

enemy. Protect our hearts and minds oh Lord. 

• Lord, forgive us for our immaturity in faith. May we surrender our hearts and minds to a life of 

obedience to You. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may 

lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me." 
 

Philippians 3:12-13 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

This is the statement of a growing and mature Christian who never permitted himself to be 
satisfied with his spiritual attainments (accomplishments). The apostle Paul was satisfied with 
Jesus, but not with his Christian life. Paul had an awareness of his need to pursue and grow in 
Christlikeness. Even though he had a new heart and new desires for things that were holy and 
pleasing to God—a new mind, a new standing before God, the righteousness of Christ covering 
him, a union with Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit—the apostle Paul knew he hadn't arrived. 
He was not perfect. He still lived in his unredeemed flesh. He still sinned.  

Paul writes in Romans 7:15; "For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I 
do not practice; but what I hate, that I do." I sure can relate. The great apostle Paul, 30 years 
after his conversion, was saying, "I'm not what I ought to be." He had a holy discontentment. 
Having been born into the family of God you are born with a hunger, a spiritual hunger. There is a 
built-in desire and drive, longing for spiritual growth and Christlikeness. If you're a new creation 
in Christ you will desire to grow.  

If you are spiritually content, you have reached a very dangerous point in your spiritual journey. If 
you have gotten to the place where you feel satisfied, beware. If you've had enough prayer, 
enough Bible teaching, enough Bible reading, enough Christian fellowship, and enough church 
worship to satisfy you, you are in a dangerous place. You will become complacent. You will 
become insensitive to sin and self-serving. Paul acknowledges his dissatisfaction and then writes, 
"But I press on..." He basically is saying he is not where he wants to be but is going to keep 
moving in that direction. The word "press" means, "I pursue it. I chase it. I run after it."  

Are you satisfied with your spiritual growth?  

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, may we be hungry for Your Word, for fellowship with You, for more of You! 

• Lord, forgive us for areas of complacency, where we have become satisfied and self-serving in 

our faith journey. Help us turn back to You with urgency and fresh desire. 

• Lord, may we never become satisfied in our spiritual growth, but always hunger for more! 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is 

then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men."  
 

Matthew 5:13 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Can you think of someone who has a strong influence on his or her surroundings? These people 
have a unique way of affecting the decisions of those around them. In today's verse, Jesus called 
His followers "the salt of the earth." He did this to describe how we as Christians are to influence 
the culture around us. As Christ followers...who we are, what we say, and the things we do can 
be compared to the role and effect of salt.  

Salt flavors. Salt is added to food to enhance the taste. Christlike character, words, and actions, 
can flavor our witness and open doors for us to share the gospel.  

Salt preserves. In biblical times, salt was used to preserve food so it wouldn't spoil. In the same 
way, our lifestyles can help prevent moral decay and can help point people to Jesus. 

Salt impacts what it touches. We may never know how a timely word, an act of kindness, or a 
stand for righteousness could affect someone's life.  

Salt causes thirst. When those who don't know Christ see how we handle suffering with 
calmness, perseverance, and hope...they will thirst to know how we do it. Sharing with them of 
our reliance on God and His sufficiency could lead them to our glorious Savior. 

Jesus calls us to be influential, to live life in such a way that we impact everyone we encounter. 
Purpose in your heart today to live a "salty," irresistible life.  

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• Lord, search our hearts and reveal any areas in which we have failed to be a gospel witness by 

our words, responses, and actions. We need Your grace and mercy, oh Lord. 

• Lord, may the church be known as the salt of the earth—may we enhance the gospel witness, 

prevent moral decay, impact those around us with Your truth, and live in such a way that 

others see our perseverance and thirst for more of You. 

• Lord, strengthen the hunger within our souls to be influential bearers of the gospel. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in 

Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide 

in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into 

the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will 

ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.”  

John 15:4-7 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

In the eyes of the world, to surrender equates to losing. It’s humiliating. No one wants to give up 

and give into the more powerful side, waving that white flag of surrender. So, no wonder the 

idea of surrender is often deeply resented. But here is the irony and the paradox of the Christian 

faith:  surrender is the beginning of the victorious, Christian life! 

When we realize how much God loves us and how He shows us that love by what Christ has 

done—by literally dying in our place on the cross, paying the penalty for all our sins (past, 

present and future) and then rising from the dead—we realize our sinfulness. It is when we are 

convicted of our sin that we can finally surrender our lives to our Lord Jesus Christ and give 

Him all that we have. This means handing over all of our desires, goals, dreams, priorities, 

and possessions. Then, and only then, do we begin the first and most important step in the 

victorious Christian life. It all begins with surrender. Anything we hold onto that has not been 

surrendered to Christ is worthless to the Kingdom of God. Worthless! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, open our eyes to areas in our lives that we have not fully surrendered to You. Open our 

eyes to the incredible sacrifice You made on the cross and help us see our sin for what it is. 

• Lord, forgive us for any selfishness within our hearts, holding onto anything more than You.  

• Lord, humble our hearts that we may surrender everything to You, that we may abide in You. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"CHRIST in you, the hope of glory." 
 

Colossians 1:27 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

In CHRIST we are filled with HOPE for the future; this glorious hope produces in us JOY for 
today. "Christ in you." Just think for a moment of what this amazing truth means. A born-again 
believer is somebody in whom Christ is alive and at work.  

Everything Jesus Christ is...is in YOU! He is the image of God, the exact likeness of God, the 
perfect human representation of the Almighty, All-knowing, Ever-present, Eternal, Holy, 
Ever-Loving, Transcendent God. He is the Creator and Sustainer of everything that exists. He is 
the fullness of God, full to bursting with God, overflowing with God.  

God is on the inside of our lives. He is living and working within us, filling our lives with the 
resurrection life of Christ Himself. He is transforming us into the image of Christ from inside of 
us! Your life is a Divine miracle! 

As you go through your day today, no matter how challenging, remember: "CHRIST in you, the 
hope of glory." 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• God, thank You for working within us and filling us with the resurrection power of Jesus Christ. 

• God, may we walk with this knowledge and understanding of who You are within us. 

• God, may this glorious hope produce an everlasting joy within us, that we would not live in our 

own strength, but instead, live in the strength of Christ in us. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“[CHRIST] who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the 

likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became 

obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly 

exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under 

the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.” 
Philippians 2:5-11 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Most of the people in our world have not acknowledged Jesus’ right to rule. They reject His 

lordship and do whatever they think is best. As a result, sin abounds, wreaking havoc in the lives 

of many. The good news is that the Father has a plan, which cannot be stopped. One day every 

person will acknowledge the authority of Jesus. Just as God promised, all created beings in 

heaven, on earth, and under the earth will kneel before Him (Phil. 2:10)—including those who 

have rejected the Son of God. What a triumphant and glorious time that will be! 

Even before that day, we who follow the Savior are to live with our will bent in submission to 

His. If Jesus is Lord over us, then we will acknowledge that life revolves around Him and we 

exist for His purposes, not the other way around. We’ll also make His priorities our own, giving 

the Lord’s plans precedence over all others. We will furthermore confess His Lordship over us 

(Gal. 2:20), proclaim that He is our Savior, and testify to what He has done for us. Our choices 

will reflect the desire to be a living testimony to His lordship in our lives. 

Surrendering control to Jesus Christ is the wisest decision we can make. Is He truly Lord of your 

life? 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, search our hearts and reveal any wicked way within us that has not given You full rule of 

our lives. 

• Lord, forgive us for putting our own desires above Yours. May we fully surrender control to 

You, and truly allow You to be Lord of our lives. 

• Lord, may we, the church, purpose ourselves to follow Your plan, confess Your Lordship, and 

testify to the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?” 

Luke 6:46 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

As servants of the new covenant of grace, the Lordship of Jesus is part of our message. "For we 
do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord" (2 Corinthians 4:5). The early church 
proclaimed Jesus as Lord. "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has 
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ…The word which God sent to the 
children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all…believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved…Then Paul dwelt two whole years…teaching the things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 2:36; 10:36; 16:31; and 28:30-31). 

The Scriptures often emphasize the fact that Jesus is our Lord. The opening verses of Paul's first 
letter to Corinth are a clear example, "Paul…to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus…with all 
who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord…Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ…you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ…who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 1:1-10). 

Clearly, it is right for followers of Jesus to call Him Lord. Yet, to call Him Lord and then disobey 
Him is a contradiction—"But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I 
say?" After believing in Jesus and identifying with Him in water baptism, disciples are to be 
growing in obedience—"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you." As we 
are learning to walk in obedience, Jesus is ever present with us—"I am with you always." Day by 
day He offers the grace we need for obedience—"Declared to be the Son of God with power…
through whom we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith" 
(Romans 1:4-5). 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, show us areas in our lives in which we have been disobedient to Your Word. 

• Lord, extend Your grace in our lives and forgive us for times in which we have not grown in 

obedience. Lord, help us to turn away from our sin. 

• Lord, thank you for Your faithfulness and unending love. May our lives be representations of 

Your incredible love, mercy, and grace. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“… if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 

God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

Romans 10:9 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

From the New Testament perspective the declaration, “Jesus is Lord”, is essentially a summary 
of Christianity 101. According to Romans 10:9, recognizing Jesus’ lordship is where the Christian 
life starts. But for many of us, “Jesus is Lord” doesn’t hold much meaning. It might be a phrase 
that we say, sing, or pray, but we tend to be disconnected from the fact that calling Jesus Lord 
means recognizing Him as the utmost authority in our lives. 

Before we entered the life of faith, we were citizens of the world. We had no reason to know or 
seek God’s will for us. But we aren’t citizens of the world any longer. Paul writes, “We are citizens 
of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives” (Philippians 3:20 NLT). 

You and I are citizens of God’s kingdom—the kingdom of heaven. Everything about our lives 
should meet the standards of this kingdom and reflect the nature of its’ sovereign—the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

What is His nature? To find out look at this story from Mark 14, the account of Jesus’ night of 
prayer in the garden of Gethsemane. This story takes place right before Jesus is betrayed and 
handed over to the Romans to be crucified. Please pay special attention to the end of verse 36, 
where Jesus tells His Father, “Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what 
You will.” 

Going to a cross is a significant act of submission, but the truth is that there are no small issues 
of obedience. When we honor Jesus as Lord, we submit to His will—even when compromise 
seems minor and when obedience is inconvenient or unpopular. We must say, “I want Your will,” 
in everything. 

Have you received Jesus on these terms? Or is there still something in your life—maybe a 
habitual sin or a selfish ambition—that you regularly prioritize over what God directs you to do? 
Now is the time to seek a new way of living. Go to God in prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to help 
you truly honor Jesus as your Lord. As you spend time in His presence and His Word, He will 
teach you how to live like a citizen of heaven. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, we need Your lordship in our lives. Humble our hearts, open our eyes, and speak to us. 

• Lord, align our hearts with Yours. May Your will be done in our lives, in our families, and in our 

church. 

• Lord, teach us to live like citizens of heaven and honor You in everything we say and do. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 



Oct. 12, 2020  

I repent from... 



30 

“But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. And do not be 

afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 

and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason 

for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.”   
I Peter 3:14-15 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

“Jesus is Lord” is the earliest Christian confession of faith. For those first century believers the 

saying was used as a contrast to the greeting among Roman citizens, “Caesar is Lord.” Despite 

threat to their lives they refused to swear allegiance to Caesar and the Roman Empire. In calling 

Jesus “Lord” they were saying that He, and not Caesar, deserves honor. It was a public insult to 

Caesar, which held the threat of death. 

Peter exhorts his readers to make Jesus Christ Lord in their hearts. He is saying that when Jesus 

is truly Lord of the heart there will be no reason for fear, even in the face of suffering. Lordship 

means obedience; and to live in obedience is to trust Jesus every step of the way. Trust in Jesus 

is the antidote to fear, independent of circumstances. 

Jesus must be Lord in our hearts because in Scripture the heart is the center of our being and 

from it spring emotions, thoughts, motives, courage, actions, attitudes, longings and character. 

The Bible warns us to guard our hearts—“Above all else guard your heart for it is the wellspring 

of life” (Proverbs 4:23). If Jesus reigns in our hearts, our words and actions will portray Him to 

the world. Jesus said, “Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34).  

In the human heart there is a throne. The big question is...who sits on your throne? 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• Lord, reveal any areas in my heart in which I am not allowing You to be Lord. 

• Lord, help us guard our hearts from allowing anything else to reign within our being. 

• Lord, may the overflow of our heart exemplify You—in our emotions, thoughts, motives, ac-

tions, attitudes, longings, and character. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“And Jesus answered and said to them: ‘Take heed that no one deceives you.”’  

Matthew 24:4 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Jesus warned His followers to be on alert because this world will be saturated in deception. 

Rumors, offenses, betrayals, and strong opinions will be rampant as the Second Coming of 

Christ draws near. People will not be able to tell the truth from a lie. Deceiving spirits will be 

working 24/7.  

Please, do not believe everything you read on social media. Test all things—confirm that it is 

really true. Satan, the father of lies, has so infiltrated our culture that he has infected the way we 

receive our information, as well as the motivations for our decisions. The media has neglected 

objectivity to create stories that fit their own narratives. From the government to education, 

deception has crept in to distort and deceive. Truths that once seemed so evident have been 

discarded. 

Jesus declared that God’s Word is Truth (John 17:17). It is still the Truth of God that saves 

people from their sin. It is the Truth of God that reaches into the past to redeem what the 

enemy tried to destroy and gives hope for a brighter tomorrow. It is this Truth that brings joy to 

the hopeless, strength to the weary, and water to the thirsty. The agnostic may deny it, the 

world may reject it, the atheist may hate it, but His Truth stands forever. 

Find wisdom and understanding in God’s Word. May you be so familiar with God's Truth that it 

will be very difficult for you to be led astray by the deceptive schemes and lies of the devil.  

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, open our eyes to the lies of the enemy and the deception within this world.  

• Lord, protect our lives, our families, and the church from being deceived and misled. May we 

stand firm upon the knowledge and truth of Your Word. 

• Lord, may we commit to reading, learning, and understanding Your Word. May Your Truth be 

saturated within our minds, hearts, and souls. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness but have the light of life.”  

John 8:12 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Because our society has rejected God and His holy, inspired Word as the standard for TRUTH, we 
have lost our reference point for reality. Our culture often defines truth based on public opinion 
polls. We live in a media culture which influences public thinking. Advertisers and spin-doctors 
are constantly at work to influence our thinking. Educational institutions promote biased views at 
the expense of truth. Even many journalists are no longer satisfied with reporting the facts. 
Instead, they slant and often invent news to fit their own interpretation, agendas, and ambitions. 

This is the nature of the world system controlled by Satan, who is the father of lies (John 8:44). 
These masters of deception, distortion, and manipulation take truth out of context or give only 
half-truths. Without God’s truth, we are left without moral absolutes and accountability. Good is 
called evil, and evil good. Even many Christians have bought into these lies. But God's truth is a 
light that shows us the difference between falsehood and truth and frees us to do what is right 
and good in the sight of God. 

Every day we make choices about what we want to do or what we perceive to be true. Only 
God’s Truth can free us from the deceptions and distortions of the world's system. He has given 
us the Bible as a handbook for identifying Truth; and the Holy Spirit, the Counselor of Truth, is 
within us as our Guide. 

Like a powerful floodlight, God's truth will expose the foolishness and destructiveness of every 
myth [lie] promoted by the world. God is the only unchanging source of TRUTH. 

Our view of God really matters. Because God is ABSOLUTE TRUTH, I will believe what He says 
and live accordingly. The apostle Paul wrote, “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the 
world, and not according to Christ” (Colossians 2:8). 

READ THE TRUTH. HEAR THE TRUTH. BELIEVE THE TRUTH. LIVE THE TRUTH. SHARE THE TRUTH. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, open our eyes to any source we use as truth that is not Your Word. 

• Lord, forgive us for times we have been led astray, believing the lies of the enemy, due to 

lack of knowledge and understanding of Your Truth. 

• Lord, may we be a people who read the Truth, hear the Truth, believe the Truth, live the 

Truth, and share the Truth in love. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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Jesus said, “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  

John 8:32 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

When life gets messy and everything around us comes crashing down, we long for an anchor in 
the storm that’s unchanging, timeless and true. I’ve found in my life that the Bible is the only sure and 
unchanging source of Truth in this life. The TRUTH is like LIGHT. It illuminates and exposes what is 
real. This is why Jesus said if people followed Him and His teachings, “Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). 

This is a wonderful message, except our culture tells us another set of messages: objective truth is 
unknowable, truth comes down to your interpretation, and truth comes down to you and what you 
think. But these are all lies. Our current culture generally hesitates to accept any truth outside of 
personal experience and opinion. We like to avoid arguments about personal behavior, morals, 
politics, and religion by communicating the well-worn phrase, “Well, whatever works for you; we all 
have our own truths.” 

What if truth is not just a point of view? What if truth is not just a list of rules—yours, ours or 
anyone else’s? What if truth is not the ever-changing crowd consensus, but instead, is a Person 
whom you get to know and who knows you? This Person’s story is told in the Bible. His name is 
JESUS. 

Jesus offers the kind of freedom that comes from living and breathing what is TRUE. We have a need 
for this kind of stability. Not only that, but knowing Jesus is the key to life or death for all eternity.  

Our generation hungers for an answer and desires to find something valuable we can believe in and 
trust. While we’re an informed generation—linked together by technology, aware of many of the 
answers our culture provides—our instinctive hunger for truth continues, and we experience a 
gnawing dissatisfaction. 

The GOOD NEWS is that there is an answer to this quest for TRUTH: it is found in the Bible. The 
Bible isn’t just here to offer us rules. The Bible offers a relationship with the TRUTH. Jesus is the key 
to all of life—yours, mine, and the whole world’s. Jesus said, “I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).  

Be CAREFUL of the 24-hour news cycle, as it is very good at propagating a narrative filled with lies. 
When repeated often, these lies begin to be believed. Once believed, they inform and influence life 
and life's decisions. These lies lead you away from God's truth. SATURATE your heart and mind with 
GOD’S TRUTH. The TRUTH will set you free from confusion, fear, worry, anxiety, and hopelessness. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, thank you for the gift of Your Word—the source of unchanging truth for life. 

• Lord, our lives, the church, our world, are in such need of Your Truth. May it start here, within 

my own life, and may I establish Your Truth deep within my soul, heart, and mind. 

• Lord, protect us from the lies of the enemy within our world. Forgive us for saturating our 

minds with things of this world, lies of the enemy, instead of the Truth of Your Word. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 



Oct. 16, 2020  

I repent from... 



34 

“For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you,  

‘Fear not, I am the one who helps you.’”  

Isaiah 41:13 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

There is a definition of fear that has been floating around the Body of Christ for years. It defines 

fear as, “False Evidence Appearing Real.” Most of the things we fear have no real basis; and 

those that do have real basis have real solutions. 

Our promise today paints the picture of a loving Father holding the hand of His scared child. In 

the previous verses God tells His people that they should not fear because He will help them.  

He repeats this promise again, “Fear not, I will help you.” Furthermore, He tells them that He will 

hold their hand. What a glorious loving Father! 

Allow these words to penetrate your mind and spirit, “Fear not, I will help you.” Whatever you 

are facing, hear these words, “Fear not, I will help you.” If you are dealing with a physical 

challenge, hear your Father say, “Fear not, I will help you.” If you are dealing with a financial 

challenge, hear Him say, “Fear not, I will help you.” If you are troubled by everything you hear 

on the news, God says, “Fear not, I will help you.” If you are dealing with other obstacles or 

challenges, hear the Almighty God tell you, “Fear not, I will help you.” 

Remember what the apostle Paul told Timothy, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of 

power and of love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). TRUE! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, we give You our fears today.  

• Lord, give us the strength to lay our fears at Your feet and allow You to take our hand. 

• Lord, thank You for the assurance of Your Word that you will help us in the midst of our fear. 

May we live this promise out in our lives, walking in the power of Your love and a sound mind. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Be strong and courageous! Do not fear or tremble before them, for the Lord your 

God is the one who is going with you. He will not fail you or abandon you.” 

Deuteronomy 31:6 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

When the Israelites were about to enter the promised land, Moses reminded them not to be 

afraid of the enemies they would encounter because the Lord would be with them. Their God 

would neither leave them nor forsake them. God had rescued them from slavery in Egypt and 

sustained them in the wilderness for forty years. Even after countless miracles, they still faced 

doubt and fear over whether God would be with them. 

He promised to be with Joshua and strengthen him wherever he would go (Josh. 1:5,9). This 

promise of “presence” is one of the greatest blessings God gives to His people. It is a repetition 

of one of the patriarchal promises (Gen. 28:10–15). It is a promise given to us today through 

Christ (Heb. 13:5). But be careful not to misinterpret this promise to mean He will keep our lives 

free from harm, misfortune, or suffering. It is a promise that He will be with us, even when we 

face potential harm, misfortune, or suffering. Indeed, we are guaranteed to walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death; but rest assured, we can be certain that our great Shepherd will 

go through it with us. He will not leave us alone (Psalm. 23:4). 

God does not promise that we will always FEEL His presence, but He does promise to always BE 

present. You are never alone. Whatever you are facing...you are not facing it alone. God is with 

you—the Omnipotent [all-powerful], Omniscient [all-knowing], and Omnipresent [all-present] 

One is with you. This is true! You can face it, being strong and courageous in the LORD, knowing 

He is with you. You are not alone. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, may we be careful to not misinterpret Your Truth. May we understand Your promises 

fully, and hold onto the truth of Your Word, not questioning Your love and presence in our 

lives. Lord, may we walk in confidence, knowing that whatever the day may hold, You are 

always right there beside us. Lord, help us walk in the assurance of Your Word. 

• Lord, help us to keep our eyes fixed on You, on Your Word, and on Your Truth.  

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; 

Wait, I say, on the Lord!”  

Psalm 27:14 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

God wants us to learn how to follow Him, and one of the ways He helps us do that is to say, 

“WAIT.” Yes, this miserable, uncomfortable, sometimes painful state of silence is one of God’s 

most powerful tools. He uses it to help grow us, and yes even speak to us.  

There is something happening while nothing is happening. God uses waiting to change us. 

Some of the greatest figures in the Bible—Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, Hannah, Elizabeth—

had to wait for many years for God’s promises. Everything that happened in the meantime was 

used to prepare them inwardly, as well as outwardly. 

God invites us to trust in His goodness today and His faithfulness tomorrow. Relinquishing 

control to Him is the main route to experience His peace that "surpasses all understanding." It 

unites our hearts with His. It creates a level of maturity and character that we will take with us 

into the future. It enables us to enjoy His future blessings even more. They are going to be 

worth the wait, He promises! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, forgive us for the times we have grown impatient and not accepted Your command to 

wait on You, and we have hindered our growth in You. 

• Lord, forgive us for the times we have taken matters into our own hands and not waited on 

Your timing, Your plan, Your promises. 

• Lord, may we trust Your goodness and faithfulness, and may we wait on You, in all things. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 

the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 

those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”  
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

The words trouble and comfort stand out repeatedly in this passage. Today, trouble is what we 

would probably call pressure or stress. It is what many of you are perhaps feeling right now 

when you think about all that is going on in our country. It is whatever ties knots in your 

stomach and makes you feel anxious or frightened about what lies ahead.  

Comfort is more than just a friendly word of encouragement. The word basically means to 

strengthen and to come alongside of. This, we know, is the role of the Holy Spirit. What the 

apostle Paul experienced was the strengthening of the Holy Spirit—to give him a peaceful and 

restful spirit to meet the pressure and stress with which he lived. God's comfort and God's 

strengthening are available for whatever creates stress in your life. 

Listen to Paul: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” He praises God for 

the circumstances of his life even though there are afflictions. He calls God “the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort.” He sees God's hand on his life. When we have gone 

into the furnace of affliction, His hand is on the thermostat, and His eyes are on the clock. God 

allows hardship. Yet, as a result, we become stronger believers, wiser servants, and more 

humble Christ-followers. He stays by our side through the entire experience—sustaining us and 

limiting the intensity and duration of our distress. 

That which we receive from God we are called to give to others. We cannot give what we do 

not receive. Are you using the comfort you receive to comfort others? You just might receive 

comfort today that someone else will need tomorrow! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, we need Your comfort today. God, come alongside of us and strengthen us, we pray. 

• Lord, turn our hearts toward You in such a way that we praise You in the midst of our pain, 

discomfort, stress, and anxiety. 

• Lord, may we be vessels of Your strength and comfort that extend to those around us, for 

Your glory. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” 

Psalm 30:5b 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Weeping is a reality in a fallen, sinful, sorrowful world. There is sadness in this world. Things are 

not all as they should be. There is mourning in this world. The promise of Psalm 30:5 provides 

great comfort and hope for a better tomorrow—“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 

comes in the morning.” In other words, when your nights are long, when your sorrow is 

unrelenting, and when you wonder if it’s ever going to end...it is going to end—Psalm 30, verse 5 

makes it clear.  

Sorrow will not have the last word in your life. No night lasts forever. The sun will always rise. 

You know how we know that? Jesus always has the last word! Death does not have the last 

word—THINK RESURRECTION! That’s why a few verses later in verse 11, the psalmist says, “You 

have turned my mourning into dancing…”   

If you’re in a dark hard time right now, know this:  it is temporary. The sun will rise! Jesus 

has conquered sin, death and the grave. He has risen in victory over them all and will have 

the last word. Know that joy is coming in the morning. Sorrow and mourning will turn into 

dancing. God’s goodness will break through like the morning dawn. “The Lord is near to the 

brokenhearted...” (Psalm 34:18). 

We have this wonderful promise in James 4:8a: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to 

you…” When we invite Him close, He always accepts our invitation. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, draw near to us, our families, and the church. 

• Lord, may we not lose hope in the midst of our pain and stress. Help us to not give up hope, to 

not grow weary, to not take our eyes off of You. 

• Lord, help us fix our eyes on You, no matter the circumstance around us. May we rest assured 

that You will see us through. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“So, He (Jesus) Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.” 

Luke 5:16 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

We all need a break from the chaos, the noise and the negativity—more than we may think. We need 
the spiritual disciplines of silence and solitude. We need to get alone in the presence of God and be 
quiet more than ever before. So many of us need to realize the addiction we have to noise. If you 
always have noise in your life—the television on, the radio on, the earbuds are always in, Twitter, 
Facebook, and Instagram before your eyes—you won’t have the spiritual and emotional resources, 
nor the strength, to navigate through this tumultuous time we are living in. 

There is benefit to be had in just letting your soul decompress and taking time to breathe in the 
freshness of being in God’s presence. One benefit of silence is simply searching the depths of our 
own souls. Taking the time to ask the Lord to reveal the blind spots that have taken hold of our 
hearts and minds due to all the chaos and noise. Every day we hear lots of voices, but the most 
important voice to hear is God’s. It requires silence and solitude—a place free from distraction—to 
better hear Him speak, with even greater clarity, in His Word. Don’t assume the voices in your head 
are God’s; assume they are yours and can be misleading. To hear God, take up the Scriptures, read 
and meditate on the Bible (God’s Truth). 

From the beginning of time we have needed our respites. Even Jesus, who was fully God AND fully 
man, was “led by the Spirit into the wilderness” (Matthew 4:1), “went out to a desolate place” (Mark 
1:35; Luke 4:42), and “went up on the mountain by Himself to pray...alone” (Matthew 14:23). Practicing 
solitude and silence was an important way that Jesus fostered His intimacy with the Father. It was in 
those times He heard the voice of His Father and was empowered for His ministry. Jesus taught this 
same practice to His disciples. 

Solitude with the LORD is essential! The psalmist declared, “For God alone my soul waits in 
silence; from Him comes my salvation. He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not 
be greatly shaken… For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from Him. He 
only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my salvation and 
my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God. Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your heart 
before Him; God is a refuge for us” (Psalm 62:12, 5-8). 

What is influencing and controlling your responses or reactions in this tumultuous time? The noise? 
Or the silence and solitude? Both silence and solitude are foundational to keep you connected to 
God, hearing His voice clearly in your heart, allowing Him to do His work in your life, and keeping you 
focused on the mission of the great commission. 

May the love and presence of God that you experience in solitude and silence refresh your body, soul, 
and mind. May this love impact all your relationships and everyone you interact with! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, search our hearts and reveal where we have given root to all the noise and chaos 

around us, that we have failed to be still and listen for Your voice. 

• Lord, forgive us for the “busy-ness” of life, that we do not make time to spend with You. 

• Lord, help us to be silent before You, meditating on Your Word and listening for Your voice. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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"Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know 

that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness."  
 

James 1:2-3 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Strange as it may seem, one of the primary purposes of being shaken by suffering is to make our 

faith more unshakable. Faith is like muscle tissue—if you stress the limit it gets stronger, not 

weaker. When your faith is tested and stretched to the breaking point, the result is a greater 

capacity to endure. God's aim is that we grow deeper and stronger in our confidence that 

He Himself will be all we need.  

God wants us to be able to say with the psalmist, "Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is 

nothing on earth I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart fail, but God is the strength of my 

heart and my portion forever" (Psalm 73:25-26). 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, may our hearts cry out, “Whom do we have in heaven but You?” 

• Lord, forgive us for the times where we desire things of this earth more than You. Lord, extend 

Your mercy and grace upon us, our families, and the church. 

• Lord, may You be our portion each and every day, that no matter what we may face, our 

hearts find our hope and joy in You. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 

may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 
Romans 12:1-2 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

The Bible says that we are to present our bodies "as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God." 

Of course, if you give your body, you give everything it contains. That means the idea of giving 

yourself wholly to God contains the law of surrender. If you do not surrender it will be 

impossible for the Lord to do the work He desires to do. Recently, I’ve had three surgeries. Each 

time I surrendered myself to the hands of the surgeon. Patients must surrender to their 

surgeons. If I went to the surgeon and insisted that I was going to tell him how to do his job, 

and not only that, but stay awake and resist him, the surgeon could not do his work. Anesthesia 

was used in all three surgeries, putting me in a state of full surrender, a place where it was 

impossible for me to resist. True biblical surrender is just that—it’s a spiritual place (state) where 

we do not “RESIST” the hand of the LORD. It’s that place where we fully surrender 

ourselves to the trusted hands of the “Master Surgeon.”  

Thinking about how I surrendered and trusted my life to the human hands of the surgeon, how 

much more should I surrender and trust my life to the divine hands of our LORD and SAVIOR, 

JESUS CHRIST? Join with me in declaring, “All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely give; I will 

ever love and trust Him, in His presence daily live. I surrender all, I surrender all, all to Thee my 

blessed Savior, I surrender all.”  

Are you resisting or resting in GOD'S HANDS? 

 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, search our hearts and reveal to us areas in our lives where we resist Your lordship. 

• Lord, it is our desire to fully surrender to You. May we be living sacrifices that live, breathe, 

and have our being in You, oh God. 

• Lord, may we surrender all to You and rest in Your loving hands. Guide us we pray. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.”  

Proverbs 23:7a  

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

We might not think of our minds as a playground, but the devil likes to play with our minds. As a 

matter of fact, he likes to manipulate and control our thinking. Why is this strategy important to 

him? The simple answer is that our thoughts determine how we live our lives. In Proverbs 23:7, 

the inspired author points out this truth, "For as he thinks in his heart, so is he...." Because of "the 

fall," our minds are easily taken over. This is why our minds have to be renewed. 

The only means of renewing our minds is to know Jesus as Lord and Savior and learn to put our 

thoughts and emotions through the filter of God's Word. Only the Spirit of God, using Scripture, 

can show us clearly the source of our thoughts and emotions. Only by implementing God's 

principles and commands can we escape being victims of Satan's strategies. 

Richard W. Adam's hymn, "The Bible Is a Brilliant Lamp," speaks of Scripture's role: "The Bible is 

a brilliant lamp, given to light up our way, to show our feet the way to tread, to turn darkness 

into day. To teach to us the Father’s love, and the Evil One’s cruel hate, to show the path round 

many snares, the way to the pearly gate. Given to all who truly seek, for wisdom, meaning and 

love, instruction in life’s mysteries, the way to Heaven above. And once you grasp the lamp, do 

not hoard that brilliant, precious light, but share with all, the radiant beam, and watch it conquer 

the night!"  

It's our responsibility to be under the discipline of God's Holy Word; failure to submit will bring 

serious consequences. Letting the Bible be "a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path" 

brings wonderful blessings!  

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, in what ways have we allowed the devil a foothold in our minds? May we seek Your Truth 

and rid our minds of giving any control to the evil one. 

• Renew our minds, oh God. May we fall in love with the Scriptures and filter our thoughts and 

emotions through Your Word alone. 

• Lord, may we surrender all to You and follow Your Word in all things. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 

another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Satan hates you because you are in Christ. Since he is a defeated foe and there is nothing he 

can do to change his ultimate destiny, he knows that the only way he can try to “get back” at 

God is by getting to you. The more convinced you are of the depths of your Savior’s love, the 

harder he will try to convince you otherwise. How does he do this? Many people think the first 

thing the devil comes at them with is temptation; that he tries to get them to do something evil. 

However, I believe that Satan’s first and primary method of attack is always to isolate. When he 

gets you to a place where you feel alone and unsupported, all kinds of lies can take root in your 

heart. Without the edification and encouragement of truthful voices, the devil whispers to you 

that you are a victim, that you are being taken advantage of, and that nobody loves you. 

Friend, as a disciple of Jesus, prevent isolation in your life. Like a tree, I encourage you to reach 

up to God and reach out to your neighbor. When you cultivate deep and authentic horizontal 

relationships, it protects you against the devil’s attacks on the vertical. As you surround yourself 

with like-minded, Spirit-filled, joy-saturated people, Satan loses his power over your thoughts. 

When you resist him, he will flee. 

This is why I believe that the best way to be convinced of the fullness of Jesus’ love is to know 

Him deeply alongside others. You are made to connect, so start cultivating the soil of friendship 

and watch your life change! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, reveal any bitter roots that have developed within our hearts. Show us areas of isolation 

we have created that have swayed our thinking and given the enemy a stronghold. 

• Lord, strengthen Your church’s unity, that we would be of one accord and have authentic 

fellowship with one another, through You. 

• Lord, humble our hearts to receive truth and correction from those You have surrounded us 

with in the Body of Christ. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 

And he said to the woman, Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’ 

And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the 

fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, You shall not eat it, nor shall 

you touch it, lest you die.’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.’”  

Genesis 3:1-4 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Don’t listen to Satan’s offers. Satan is a counterfeiter and a masquerader who never reveals his 

true nature. He can even come as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14) and lead us astray.  We 

can tell when Satan is at work because he questions God’s Word and encourages us to deny the 

authority of Scripture, asking us, “Has God indeed said…?” Satan first questions the Word, then 

denies the Word, then substitutes his own lies.  

Our reply must be, “Yes, God did say this, and I am going to honor and obey it!” We must 

immediately turn to the Lord in prayer and seek His wisdom. He will remind us of what we have 

learned from the Scriptures and we can then use the sword of the Spirit to defeat Satan, as 

Jesus did when Satan attacked Him (Ephesians 6:17; Matthew 4:1-11).  It is important that we hide 

God’s Word in our hearts because this will enable us to overcome him (Psalm 119:11). 

A temptation is Satan’s offer to give you something he claims that God hasn’t given you. It is 

Satan’s cheap substitute for the real gifts from heaven the Father has given us. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, strengthen us, our families, and the church to stand upon the truth of Your Word. May 

we not be swayed by the deceit of the enemy, but instead, hold firm to the Truth. 

• Lord, awaken those who have given into the lies of the enemy. Reveal the Truth to them and 

extend Your grace and mercy upon them. 

• Lord, search our hearts, that we may not give into temptation. May we hunger for Your Word, 

read Your Word, and use Your Word to defeat the attacks of the enemy. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 

James 4:7 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

It is easy to leave the door open to the devil and not even intend to. Ephesians 4:27 says, “Neither give 
place to the devil." Paul didn't write that to sinners. He wrote that to Spirit-filled saints of God in the 
church at Ephesus. And what applies to the Christians in Ephesus applies to Christians today, 
wherever they might live. 

Paul exhorted believers, "Don't give the devil any place in you." That means it's possible for you to 
give the devil place or an open door into your life. However, it also means that he can't take any place 
unless you let him! You see, we have been delivered out of Satan's authority through Jesus' death and 
resurrection. He has absolutely no power over us unless we give him place in our lives. We are 
redeemed, and Satan has no more dominion over us. If we will just believe and act upon the authority 
Jesus gave us in His Name, we can keep the door closed to the devil in our lives. 

There is no need for you to be defeated by the devil. He is a defeated foe! The Bible says, "resist the 
devil and he will flee from you" (James 4:7). It doesn't say he might flee from you—it says he will flee 
from you. He will flee from you when you stand in the authority of Jesus' Name. 

However, along with our authority to resist Satan in the Name of Jesus, comes our responsibility to 
always keep the door closed to the devil. The devil has no authority over us unless we give him place. 
Some believers have thought, "I'm born again and blood-bought, so I'm automatically safe from the 
attacks of the devil." We are protected if we believe and obey God's Word. But if we were 
automatically safe from the onslaughts of the enemy with no responsibility on our part, why would 
Paul have given us the admonition: "Neither give place to the devil?" It would have been foolish for 
Paul to make a statement like that if it was impossible for the devil to get into our lives no matter what 
we did. God said through Paul, "Don't give the devil any place in you." That means the devil can take a 
place in you—if you let him. 

We are not to let sin have dominion over us. Sin opens the door to the devil in our lives. And that 
doesn't just mean "big" sins, like robbery or murder. Any kind of disobedience to God's Word gives 
the devil a place in our lives. A lot of times we make the mistake of trying to catalog sins. We put one 
at the top of our list and say, "That sin is terrible." And we put another sin down at the bottom of the 
list and say, "That one isn't too bad." But God doesn't categorize sins the way many believers do. 

Because of Jesus, we have the authority to say to the devil: “In Jesus' Name I resist you! In Jesus' 
Name I stand against every strategy you have arrayed against me! You have no authority over me, for 
through Jesus I have been delivered from the power of darkness. And, Satan, for the rest of my life, I 
refuse to give you any place in me!" 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, humble our hearts we pray. Show us what place we have given in our lives for the devil 

to have a foothold, and may we acknowledge our fallen nature. 

• Lord, forgive us of our sins, forgive us of any place we have given the devil; forgive us, oh God. 

• Lord, give us the strength to resist the devil, to stand upon the name of Jesus, and speak with 

authority against the enemy’s ploys. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]

 

 

 



Oct. 28, 2020  

I repent from... 



46 

“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 

teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you 

have come to need milk and not solid food.” 

Hebrews 5:12 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

In centuries past, the Christian church prized the diligent study of doctrine because pastors and 

lay people alike followed Paul’s call to pursue the depths of God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15). Yet this 

emphasis is largely absent today. Surveys repeatedly show that theological knowledge is 

shallow, even among evangelicals. Vast numbers confess Jesus as their personal Savior, but only 

a tiny percentage have a grasp of what this profession means. Making matters worse, too many 

care too little to rectify the problem. 

Immature understanding of biblical doctrine leads to immature thinking and living; thus, many 

believers do not live up to their calling in Christ to be salt and light to the world. There are 

numerous reasons for this immaturity. One of the most common is the failure of many churches 

to grasp the true meaning of childlike faith. When Jesus says we must become like children to 

receive the kingdom (Mark 10:15), He demands that we become like the typical child in our 

attitude toward Him, not in our knowledge. To be childlike in matters of faith does not mean that 

our knowledge of facts is as deficient as a small child’s; rather, it means that we are wholly 

dependent on the Lord, just as little children rely wholly on their parents. Unfortunately, many 

believers think childlike faith requires childlike knowledge when, in fact, the opposite is true. 

Only as we begin to understand the greatness of God do we realize our utter weakness, which 

prompts us to live as children—absolutely dependent on our Father. 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, may we have knowledge and understanding of You so that we walk in a way that is 

worthy of Your Name. 

• Lord, may we hunger for the things of You, for the Word, for the Truth. May we desire to grow 

in our understanding of You, each and every day. 

• Lord, awaken us, our families, and the church to have childlike dependency upon You. May we 

have utter reliance on Your voice, Your leading, and Your call. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 

that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may 

be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.”  
John 17:20-21 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

How precious are these words? Jesus, knowing the cross was near, prays one final time for His 

followers. Isn’t it striking that He didn’t pray for their success, their safety, or their happiness? He 

prayed for their unity. He prayed that they would love each other. As He prayed for them, He 

also prayed for “those who will believe because of their teaching.” That means us! In His last 

prayer Jesus prayed that you and I would be one. 

Of all the lessons we can draw from these verses, don’t miss the most important:  unity matters 

to God. Why? “That the world may believe God sent Jesus.” Unity creates belief. How will the 

world believe that Jesus was sent by God? Not if we agree with each other. Not if we solve every 

controversy. Not if we never disagree doctrinally. No...but if we love one another. 

Unity creates belief. Disunity fosters disbelief. The continuous and widespread fragmentation of 

the Church has been the scandal of the ages. It has been Satan’s master strategy. The sin of 

disunity has probably caused more souls to be lost than all other sins combined. 

Could it be that unity is the key to reaching the world for Christ? If unity is the key to 

evangelism, shouldn’t it have precedence in our prayers? Shouldn’t we, as Paul said, “make every 

effort to strive to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3)? 

When the church in Rome was debating whether to eat meat offered to idols, did Paul tell them 

to start two churches? Did he direct them to start one for the meat-eaters and one for the non-

meat-eaters? No, on the contrary, he urged, “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also 

received us, to the glory of God” (Romans 15:7). 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, we need You. The church needs You. May we submit to You as the Head of the church. 

• Lord, forgive us for our self-centered ways. Fill us with Your love, mercy and grace, that we 

may be unified together as the body of Christ. 

• Lord, we pray for peace amongst believers. Lord, let it start in our own hearts and may Your 

love overflow from within each of us, to one another, and to those around us. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the bones.”  

Proverbs 16:24 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

Anger and violence are erupting all over our nation. As Christians, how do we reflect Christ when 

injustice and violence happen in our communities? While the world encourages a reactionary 

response, followers of Jesus Christ must keep their eyes on Him, model His behavior, and 

determine to be a calming and healing presence in times of crisis. 

The Savior discouraged violence, even while being arrested for crimes He did not commit. After 

Peter pulled out a sword in the garden of Gethsemane and cut off the ear of the high priest’s 

servant, Jesus told Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath” (John 18:11). Often our fallible human 

reactions to control situations lead to things getting more out of control. 

If we let it, the Bible can be a powerful guide to us in these volatile times. Jesus encouraged us 

to remain faithful and to press forward in our work of spreading the gospel of peace over the 

earth. “Because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to 

the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 

witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:12–14). 

To those in our community—our family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers—you can be a calm 

presence. Your demeanor can bring healing. Point others to Jesus as the answer for the complex 

problems of our world. Pray for victims, protestors, law enforcement officers, and everyone 

affected by this violence—be like Jesus no matter what comes your way. 

To make it through the extraordinary crisis of a pandemic and social unrest, we need to treat 

other people the way God treats us—with grace, mercy, and forgiveness. Be kind. Be gentle. Be 

gracious. Be Christlike. As you interact with those you disagree with, allow the wisdom of the 

following three Scriptures to influence your words and actions:  

James 1:19—“Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.”  

So how do we apply this Scripture to our lives? Waiting patiently for the other person to 

finish speaking or yelling? Our natural temptation is to respond quickly even if the person has 

not finished speaking yet. Actively listening to a person’s words without irritation shows the 

person that you honestly care about them. Yelling back, rolling our eyes, and rudely  

interrupting them, only escalate the matter to unhealthy levels.  

BE JESUS!  

 

Proverbs 15:1—“A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”  

It is always displeasing to the Lord and regretful when we allow our flesh full control.  We are 

called by God to be the peacemakers, using our tongues (words) wisely. We are Spirit-filled 

believers who have been called by God to exercise self-control. 

BE JESUS!  
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Colossians 4:6—“Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know 

how you ought to answer each one.” 
 

Our speech should be that which edifies and does not tear down. It should be truthful but 

with love, firm, but not mean-spirited. We should be sensitive to the situation and think 

prayerfully and carefully before we speak. The words we say can either draw or repel. Our 

words can influence and encourage others. 

BE JESUS!  

 

Please join me in humbly asking the LORD to, “Set a guard over my mouth, Lord; keep watch 

over the door of my lips” (Psalm 141:3).  

In Jesus name, AMEN! 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]
 

• Lord, may we be the calm amidst this storm around us. May the church shine bright the light of 

Jesus. 

• Lord, forgive us for the times we are quick to speak, harsh with our words, and displeasing to 

You. May we never misrepresent Your love to those around us. 

• Lord, may every word that comes from our mouth be honoring and pleasing to You. Lord, 

guard our mouths, that in everything we would “be Jesus”.  

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.”  

I Corinthians 2:12 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

The Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the Bible, so who better to help us as we seek to 
understand it? 

The Holy Spirit is the “presence” of the Living God who was with God in the creation. If we trace 
history all the way back from the beginning of time, the Holy Spirit is found within the first two 
verses of the Holy Bible. Genesis 1:2 says the “earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters.”   

The Holy Spirit is also the third person of God, as in the Holy Trinity. In Matthew 28:19, Jesus left 
us with the commandment to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

In another instance, Jesus called the Holy Spirit the “Comforter” or “Advocate” who will be sent 
by the Father after He ascends back to heaven following the crucifixion. Jesus said in John 14:26, 
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”  

The Holy Spirit is the gift of our salvation. In Acts 2:32 Peter said, “This Jesus God raised up, and 
of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God and having 
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this that you 
yourselves are seeing and hearing.” Continuing to verse 38, Peter said to them, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

The Holy Spirit is also the “sealed promise” or “guarantee of our salvation”. In Ephesians 1:13-14 it 
says, “In Him (Jesus) you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise 
of His glory.”  

The Holy Spirit is our key to the doorway of heaven. In John 3:5-6 Jesus said to Nicodemus, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 

The Holy Spirit is also the manifest power of God on earth. In Acts 1:8 Jesus left the disciples 
with the promise, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”. 
 

 

[CONTINUED] 
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Satan’s ultimate goal is to thwart God’s kingdom and purposes. One of his main strategies is to 
get Christians to ignore the Holy Spirit. 

Satan knows that with the Holy Spirit dwelling inside of us, we are unstoppable. When believers 
live in the power of the Spirit, the evidence in their lives is supernatural. The church cannot help 
but be different, and the world cannot help but notice. 

The true source of the church's power is the Holy Spirit, but the modern-day church has 
neglected the Holy Spirit for far too long. The truth is:  without Him we operate in our own 
strength, living powerless and unfruitful lives. 

As Jesus ascended into heaven, He promised to send the Holy Spirit—the Helper—so that we 
could be true and living witnesses for Christ. 

Are you resisting the Helper? 

 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, fill us with Your Holy Spirit today. May we walk each day led in the Spirit. 

• Lord, forgive us for any times that we have ignored the Holy Spirit. May we never operate in 

our own strength, but instead, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Lord, bring Your Church together through the Holy Spirit. May we be true, living witnesses of 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“But as it is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of 

man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.’ But God has revealed 

them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of 

God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in 

him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.” 
1 Corinthians 2:9-11 

[FEED ON GOD’S WORD]
 

 

First, without the presence of the Spirit of God, we will neither know, nor have access to, all the 

things God has prepared for us and for our future.  

Second, we will also live (and even die) clueless about who we truly are and what our purpose is 

in this lifetime. Colossians 1:9-14 tells us that by being filled with the Holy Spirit, we will be able to 

“be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, as to walk in a 

manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him: bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according to His 

glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has 

qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the 

domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  Our purpose in life is to glorify God with our lives for who 

He is and what He has done on the Cross through Jesus Christ—who redeemed us back to life. 

God has already done so much in your life, praise Him! But I am convinced there is more. There 

is more of the Spirit and more of God than any of us are experiencing. The key is personal 

surrender. 

When we rely on God through the Holy Spirit we expose our lives to be under an open heaven. 

And by doing that, we unleash all the good and perfect gifts coming from God. We cause 

ourselves to be living sponges, waiting for God to fill our life with nothing less than His best. The 

Holy Spirit will open the eyes of our hearts and will cause our hearts to really believe that “surely 

goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life” (Psalms 23:6). 

[SEEK GOD’S FACE]

• Lord, open our eyes and hearts to truly believe that Your goodness and mercy shall follow us 

all the days of our lives. 

• Lord, grant us knowledge and access to all that You have planned for our lives...through Your 

Spirit. May we be fully dependent on You, oh Lord. 

• Lord, give us more of You. More of Your Spirit. Fill the Church today, oh Lord, with Your Spirit. 

[TURN YOUR HEART TOWARD GOD]
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“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” 
Psalm 33:2a 

 

November 3, 2020  

America's fall from God is not only progressing—it is accelerating—to the point that it is no 

longer just a falling away from the Judeo-Christian principles we were founded on, but a war 

against a holy God and His Truth. Western society is facing a dark age. 

In Ephesians 5:8–9, Paul has reminded his readers that “once you were darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord.” We have been transformed from darkness to light, and now we are to live 

according to this new identity. This involves living in the light (truth) and shining the light 

(truth)—what is “good and right and true”. 

Christians are commanded, “Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them…” (Ephesians 5:11-14).  

The key decision we face as Christians is not a political or social question. The question is: are 

we going to be partners with the darkness by doing its deeds and bidding, or are we going to 

expose the darkness? And of course, when you put it that way, the answer is clear:  if we have 

truly been born of God’s Spirit, we can’t be partners with the darkness. So, we must expose it! 

The word “expose” means revealing the darkness for what it is. It means bringing the works of 

darkness to light—showing how wrong, evil, deceptive, and in opposition to God’s truth it is. 

How do we do that? Do we expose the darkness of our world by speaking up, calling it out, 

lobbying politicians, or creating social media posts that demonstrate how irrational and corrupt 

the secular world really is? Well, there is a place for these things. Speaking up and calling out 

evil might be necessary to protect vulnerable people who are being harmed by evil and dark 

deeds. But when the apostle Paul talks here about “exposing” the darkness, he’s not talking 

about “calling it out.” Paul is saying here that we expose the darkness simply by walking as 

children of light. It’s not primarily about what we say...it’s about how we live.  

When you walk as children of light, the dark deeds of the world are exposed. This is a result of 

the stark difference between those walking in the light (the Truth of God’s Word) and those 

walking in darkness (those deceived by the enemy). 

The light of the Gospel doesn’t just expose the evil and the lies of our world—it’s a light that 

transforms! The light of the Gospel changes the darkness into light. 

As we live for Christ (walk in the light), we also speak the gospel. People need the truth. We 

need to be speaking the truth of the gospel in the context of loving relationships: “the truth in 

love.” This is light shining in the darkness; and it will make a difference. Christ will shine on you 

and through you to others. 

It’s important to be clear, however: this passage is about being light, not about being liked. You 

might think that if people like you, or if they like Christians, and if they see how likable you are, 

then they will be won to the gospel of Jesus Christ. And so, you can be tempted to set your 

sights, first and foremost, on being liked. But this is not what Paul is talking about here. He is 

talking about something far more powerful and confronting than just being liked. He is talking 

about being light. Light doesn’t adopt a strategy to be liked and accepted by the darkness. 

Light floods the room and exposes the darkness. If your aim is to be liked, then the best you will 

do is make darkness feel warm and cozy. But if your aim is to walk as a child of the light, then 

that light will bring conviction and change.  

[continued] 
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[continued] 

Of course, it won’t always be a warm reception. When the darkness is exposed it often hates the 
exposure and reacts against it. In Matthew 10:22 Jesus says, “And you will be hated by all for My 
name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved.” The darkness might hate you and 
attack you, but fear not—Jesus also said, “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  

Christians who walk in the light must expose the dark and fruitless works of abortion. The 
murder of pre-born children is a dark and evil work, and God calls His people to expose it—
“Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.” When it comes to 
abortion, everyone knows what is happening—all the world knows. Sinful hardness of heart, not 
innocent ignorance, lies at the root of this darkness and evil. 

God will severely judge this great evil, and the people behind it and supporting it. The whole 
nation will be punished due to this horrific sin. 

“These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A lying 
tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift 
in running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among 
brethren” (Proverbs 6:16-19).  

I know there are several sin issues facing the United States of America today. The intent is not 
to zero in on just one issue, nor diminish the seriousness of the others, but the dark and evil act 
of abortion should deeply trouble every born-again Christian. What does God say about the 
sanctity of life? As children of the light, we have only one option when it comes to casting our 
vote in today’s general (presidential) election—support God’s TRUTH.  

If you’re reading this and had an abortion, please know, GOD LOVES YOU. He is a God who 
forgives, heals, and restores.  

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light 

to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  

 

Matthew 5:14-16 
 
 

         Please join the pastoral team and elders in praying for our Nation. 

 

• Lord, forgive us for rebelling against Your Truth 

• Lord, forgive us for accepting and practicing all kinds of evil 

• Lord, forgive us for not protecting the sanctity of life 

• Lord, forgive us for not protecting the sanctity of marriage 

• Lord, have mercy on us 

• Lord, we pray for a spiritual awakening  

• Lord, we pray for the salvation of _________________________________ 
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“IF MY PEOPLE...  

who are called by My name 

will humble themselves,  

and pray and seek My face, 

and turn from their wicked ways, 

then I will hear from heaven, 

and will forgive their sin 

and heal their land.  

2 Chronicles 7:14 
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