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A Powerful Weapon 
Satan dreads nothing but prayer. His one concern is to 

keep  the  saints  from  praying.  He  fears  nothing  from 
prayerless  studies,  prayerless  work,  prayerless  religion.  He 
laughs at our toil, he mocks our wisdom, but he trembles 
when we pray.    

- Samuel Chadwick

September
2 - NO Evening Services
3 - Labor Day
3 - Church Office Closed
4 - Fall Church Council Meeting 7:00 
p.m.
9 - National Grandparents Day 
11 - Patriot Day 
11 - Reorganization Meeting 7:00 p.m
12 - Family Night Resumes
15 - Trap Shoot: Youth 10:00 a.m.  Adults  3:00 p.m. More details 
on page 3.
22 - First Day of Autumn
22 - Concealed Carry Class 8:00 a.m.  For more details contact 
the church office.
22 - 3D Bow Shoot 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Event is free. Food           
available for purchase.

Sunday evenings: Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday evenings: Family Night at 7:00 p.m. (resumes 9/12)
Thursday evenings: Praise & Worship at 7:00 p.m.  
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On Prayer 

Be not afraid to pray; 
to pray is right; 
Pray if thou canst with 
hope, but ever pray, 
Though hope be weak 
or sick with long delay; 
Pray in the darkness if 
there be no light; 
And if for any wish 
thou daren’t pray 
Then pray to God to 
cast that wish away.

- E.M. Bounds
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From the Pastor’s Pen ... 
 When an argument among the disciples of who is the 
greatest occurred Jesus responded saying,

You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise 
authority over them. But it is not this way among you, 
but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be 
your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you 
shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many. 

-Mark 10:41-45

Over the last five years that I have been here at County 
Line the desire to see the Lord move has only grown. To see 
people healed, the broken mended, and the lost saved. I know 
that we will walk this way and see our communities impacted 
further, but probably not how we think it will occur. 

Jesus is clear that to be great in the Kingdom of God 
means to serve. We know this to be true by examining our own 
family life. To impress my wife and to show her I love her only 
truly comes out when I willingly serve her. To speak into the life 
of  my  children  and  show them I  love  them I  must  humble 
myself  and serve them putting them first rather than myself. 
People in our communities are the same way. For them to see 
Jesus  through  our  actions  and  our  love  for  them,  we  must 
humble ourselves and serve them. 

Serving is what Jesus came to do and continues to do for 
us and we are called to follow His example. By serving a door 
will be opened and hearts will be softened to receive the love of 
Christ. Pray for opportunities to serve those around you and see 
how the Lord uses you. 

~  P.C.

1 - John Dearth & Robin Harsh

2 - Sharon Nichols

7 - Rachel Clum, Grace Rall &

     Stacey Williams
8 - Anita Dearth & Kent 

     Mathewson

10 - Keith Clum

11 - Andrew Wanamaker
12 - Janice Dearth & Isla Gordon-

      Hancock

13 - Amber Clum, Dian Grismore 

      & Urban Long
14 - Ethan Lawrence

15 - Dennis Garbrecht

17 - Lucas Thompson

22 - Lance Jackson & Abby 
       Zimmerman

26 - Tristin Clum & Paisly Shirk

27 - Colt Ballinger & Deb Beer
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3 - Bob & Brenda Zimmerman
     35 years
4 - Jim & Marie Forney
     42 years
7 - Keith & Rachel Clum
     50 years
8 - Mark & Janice Young

34 years

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

October
2 - Church Board Meeting   
7:00 p.m.
7 - Bread & Cup Communion
9 - Deacon’s Meeting 6:30 
p.m.

24 - Darrel & Dian Grismore
52 years

28 - Stephen & Susan Hubbell 
44 years

       Dana & Pamela Staley
33 years

10 - Mike & Dawn Ballinger
24 years

11 - Dean & Delores Searfoss
63 years

15 - Keith & Trudi Vermillion
18 years

21 - Jerry & Jackie Meeker
27 years

             Trap Shoot 

The Youth Shoot (ages 10 - 16) 
will start at 10:00 a.m. You will 

need  to  bring  a  responsible  adult  and  your  own 
firearm and ammo with you. A picnic lunch will be 
provided.

The Adult Shoot (ages 16 and up) will start 
at 3:00 p.m. The hand gun range will be available. 
You  will  need  to  bring  your  own  firearm(s)  and 
ammo along with a covered dish. The church will 
provide the brats and will eat at 5:30 p.m.
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District Conference Report 2018 
   This year’s Northern Ohio District Conference occurred August 3-4, 2018, at the Dupont Church 

of the Brethren in Dupont, Ohio. Throughout the conference, it was nice to reconnect with old friends 
and make a few new ones along the way.

One of the highlights of the elections of District officers, was that our own Deb Beer was elected 
to serve another three-year term on the District Board.  While there were many interesting things we 
heard during the reports, the most exciting is the commissioning of a congregation.  As you may know, 
over the past few years there has been a number of churches closing across the District, but there are two 
fellowships that were officially on the path of becoming recognized as a congregation. The Faith in Action 
“Fellowship”  began  as  a  house-church  in  Toledo  in  2005,  and  has  grown  to  be  a  self-supporting 
organization, and was therefore recommended to be commissioned officially as a congregation of the 
District. This recommendation passed overwhelmingly.

We heard from Shannon Kahler, Executive Director at Inspiration Hills. After several years of 
discussing how to handle the deteriorating Walnut Lodge, it is with great reluctance and sadness that the 
camp may have to demolish the building in hopes of building a new lodge which can better accommodate 
the needs of the camp. There is, however, a new chapel that has gained very positive reviews from those 
who have used it.  They are also nearing completion on a brand-new deck on Cherry Lodge, which will 
include electric and audio/video capability to allow for a more tech savvy camp experience.  We were 
also told it is “big enough to land a helicopter on.” You may have to fact-check that out for yourself. 
 This was also one of the better years in recent history for summer camp: nearly 300 kids came through 
the camp this summer.  There is also a rising demand for use of the camp facilities throughout the year 
for church retreats and many other groups.  

Also presenting was a  representative from the Compelling Vision Process Team regarding the 
upcoming  Compelling  Vision  Conversations  coming  up  soon  here  in  Northern  Ohio.   These 
conversations are designed to help Annual Conference in the guiding of the future of the Church of the 
Brethren.  More information about this as well as the location, date, and times, will be available on the 
bulletin board in the hallway, as well as the Information Desk.

The “big item” on the agenda was a recommendation by the District Board regarding the stance of 
the Northern Ohio District Church of the Brethren on same-sex marriage.  This has been a major item 
of  much debate  over  the  years  at  Annual  Conference,  and the  Northern  Ohio  District  has  made a 
resolution  that  affirms  the  1983  Annual  Conference  Statement,  Human  Sexuality  from a  Christian 
Perspective. This statement affirmed that the homosexual lifestyle is not acceptable, and this was re-
affirmed  by  Annual  Conference  in  2011.   The  Northern  Ohio  District  resolution  would  affirm the 
District’s  commitment to the denomination’s  position,  as  well  as  the addition of  a  few other items, 
including,  the  Northern  Ohio  District  will  not  “license,  ordain,  commission,  or  install  as  pastors 
individuals  who  are  acknowledged  practicing  homosexuals.”  As  such,  clergy  are  “prohibited  from 
performing or officiating any same sex marriage.” Any clergy who performs or officiates any same sex 
wedding will  suffer the suspension of their ministry credentials in the Northern Ohio District.  Also, 
“District buildings, camps, properties, or churches for the use of same sex ceremonies is prohibited.” 
 The resolution concludes by adding that conversations with those engaged in the homosexual lifestyle 
should  still  be  held  with  grace  and  love.  After  some discussion,  this  resolution  was  passed  by  86% 
(Conference officers required a two-thirds majority for passage).  The full text of the resolution will be 
made available as well on the Information Desk.

We would like to thank you, the congregation, for allowing us the privilege of representing you 
this year at District Conference. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about anything that 
happened, or about anything in this report, please feel free to ask us.

Respectfully submitted,
Jared & Stacey Williams
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Fun Facts about Grandparents 

• More than half the grandparents in the United States are baby boomers.
• Samuel S. Mast of Pennsylvania holds the record for having the most living descendants. He passed away in 1992, but he 

fathered 11 children, 97 grandchildren, 634 great-grandchildren and 82 great-great-grandchildren. That’s a big family!
• Many celebrities have become grandparents at a young age. Loretta Lynn became a grandparent at age 29 and CeeLo 

Green at age 35.
• Grandparents are becoming more tech savvy; more than half are on social media sites and share photos online.
• More than half of grandparents play video games with their grandchildren. Now the kids are the teachers!
• Slightly more than 10% of grandparents have tattoos. Can you imagine what this number will be when the twenty-

somethings of today are grandparents? 

https://www.alert-1.com/blog/general/grandparents-day-fun-facts-you-want-to-share/4701

https://www.alert-1.com/resources/baby-boomer-facts-and-statistics/426
https://www.alert-1.com/blog/general/Alert1-Recommends-Senior-Friendly-Websites-and-Applications/2170
https://www.alert-1.com/resources/baby-boomer-facts-and-statistics/426
https://www.alert-1.com/blog/general/Alert1-Recommends-Senior-Friendly-Websites-and-Applications/2170


Vol. 13, No. 9 September 2018

�  6

County Line Church of the Brethren 
4227 N. Hardin Rd. 
Harrod, OH 45850-9421 
  
Return Service Requested 



Vol. 13, No. 9 September 2018

�  7


