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Strength For Life’s Bites 
The day was fresh, and I jumped into my work with an attitude of 
praise.Then  those  bothersome  mosquito  bites  started  itching 
again. I rubbed lotion on them and tried to cope with the pain 
and distraction.

Most days are like that. We intend to honor God in all things, but 
irritating itches or overwhelming problems develop. Worry leads 
our minds away from God’s love and promises.

We can’t avoid life’s little — or big — “bites.” Yet we look to Jesus 
as our salve and salvation. He covers us and empowers us for each 
day’s tasks. As Isaiah 40:29 (NIV) says, “He gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power of the weak.” 

- MaryAnn Sundby

May
1 - Commissions Meeting 7:00 p.m.
3 - National Day of Prayer
6 - John Patterson Benefit Luncheon
12 - The Wedding Feast 5:00 p.m.
13 - Mother’s Day
13 - NO Evening Bible Studies
19 - Armed Forces Day
27 - Graduation Sunday
27 - NO Evening Bible Studies
28 - Memorial Day 
28 - Office Closed
Sunday evenings: Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies at 7:00 p.m.
Monday: Morning Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evenings: Family Night at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday evenings: Praise & Worship at 7:00 p.m.  
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Praise Him 
In the happy moments,
 praise Him,
In the difficult moments, 
seek Him,
In the busy moments, 
bless Him,
In the quiet moments, 
worship Him.

In the waiting moments, 
trust Him,
In the painful moments, 
touch Him,
In the lovely moments, 
thank Him,
In the quiet moments, 
worship Him.
For the glory in all our 
moments,
He is there, 
In goodness, in kindness, in 
love.
Amen.

Recorded by George Beverly Shea
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From the Pastor’s Pen ... 
We are officially through a third of the 2018. So far 

it has been a whirlwind of a ride, yet we have seen God’s 
grace and we have seen Him move mightily.  There have 
been a couple salvations and several of you have received 
healing from the Lord. With all that has happened these 
short four months, I look forward to see what the Lord 
does over these next four and beyond. 

If  you get  a  chance,  all  of  us  should read Dutch 
Sheets’ two books “An Appeal to Heaven” and “Giants Will 
Fall.” Dutch is someone that the Lord is using to redirect 
God’s people to rise and take back the promises the Lord 
has given, especially on the national level. I believe we are 
called to be a part of this on multiple levels. The message 
the Lord is using Dutch to speak is to remember and take 
up the promises the Lord has given to us in the past. 

Hebrews 11:23-24 says:
And all these, having gained approval through their faith, 

did not receive what was promised,
Because God had provided something better for us,

 so that apart from us they should not be made perfect.

If we would read the entire chapter of Hebrews 11 
we would read about all the amazing men and women of 
faith throughout the Bible. Each one was called and given 
promises that they never received (v. 13) in their life time. 
What vv. 23-24 says, though, is that the Lord did not allow 
these  things  to  come  into  fulfillment  because  He  was 
waiting for us to fulfill them. 

There are  promises  that  God has  not  only  given 
our  nation,  but  our  church  that  has  yet  to  be  fulfilled 
because the Lord is waiting for us to take up the mantel so 
completion  will  take  place.  Just  as  the  Israelites  moved 
into  cities  and  harvested  fields  that  they  did  not  plant 
when they moved into the Promised Land, we will  reap 
the harvest that we did not plant.  There are many that 
have paved the way for us so let us move forward together 
and continue the work that has begun long before us. 

~  P.C.

1 - Jack McKinley
3 - Sue Wilkins
6 - Ken Kline
8 - David Thompson & Cathi Ungar
11 - Kayla Phillips
14 - Carol Lawson & Kathi Sexton
16 - Dean Searfoss & Dolores 
       Searfoss
17 - Darrell Clay
22 - Audrey Marshall 
24 - Connor McKinley
26 - Lydia Phillips
28 - Molly McKinley
29 - Keith Nichelson

8 - Tom & Janice Dearth
     53 years
14 - Andrew & Tricia Wanamaker
     14 years
18 - Jared & Stacey Williams
     5 years
18 - Bob & Sue Zimmer
     44 years
19 - Harvie & Sharon Nichols
    45 years
24 - Jim & Sally Boedicker

38 years
27 - Hank & Rachel Aronhalt

46 years
28 - Jim & Vickey Parker

41 years
29 - Steve & Shannan Brown

14 years
* April Correction - Ken & Gloria 
Kline celebrated 28 years of marriage 
not 18. Our apologies for the misprint.
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Mother’s Day Fun Facts
- In the 1600’s England, Mothering Sunday took place on the 4th Sunday of 
Lent. It began with a prayer service in honor of the Virgin Mary. Afterwards 
children would present their moms with flowers.

-  Anna Jarvis  was  also a  woman that  may have been behind our  traditional 
Mother’s Day celebration on the second Sunday of May. Anna never had any 
children, but wanted to carry out her own mother’s wishes of having a day just 
for  moms.  Anna  tirelessly  campaigned  and  on  May  8th,  1914  President 
Woodrow Wilson signed a Joint Resolution designating the second Sunday in 
May as  Mother’s Day.

- Mother’s Day sees around 1/4 of all flowers purchased throughout the year falling on this holiday.

- In the vast majority of the world’s languages, the word for “mother” begins with the letter M.

- In the United States alone, around 122 million phone calls are made to moms on Mother’s Day.

- Approximately $14 billion dollars is spent on Mother’s Day.

- In what was formerly Yugoslavia, children would tie up their mother on Mother’s Day. The only way she 
could get free would be to pay her children with treats.

https://osr.org/blog/tips-gifts/20-fun-facts-about-mothers-day/

Can you match these Bible moms with her children? 
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1. Sarah

2. Rebekah

3. Bathsheba

4. Eve

5. Rachel

6. Mary

7. Elizabeth

8. Jochebed

9. Hannah

A. Joseph

B. John the Baptist

C. Isaac

D. Solomon

E. Samuel

F. Jesus

G. Cain, Abel & Seth

H. Jacob & Esau

I. Aaron, Moses & Miriam

Answers: 1.) C  2.) H  3.) D  4.) G  5.) A  6.) F  7.) B  8.) I  9.) E
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June

7 - Church Board Meeting 7 p.m.
12 - Deacon’s Meeting 6:30 p.m.
14 - Flag Day
17 - Father’s Day
17 - NO Evening Bible Studies
18-22 - Soccer Camp 

In 1775 the Continental Congress allocated a time for prayer in forming a new nation. 
Over the years,  there have been calls for a day of prayer,  including from President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863. On April 17, 1952, President Harry Truman signed a bill proclaiming the National 
Day  of  Prayer  into  law  in  the  United  States.  President  Reagan  amended  the  law  in  1988, 
designating the first Thursday of May each year as the National Day of Prayer.

- https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/national-day-prayer 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When: June 18 - 22
  4:00 p.m. -  7:00 p.m.

Where: County Line Church
  4227 N. Hardin Rd., Harrod, OH 45850

Cost: $30 per player

More information to follow.

For questions call Pastor Chris at 419-649-5364
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Bible Quiz 
While in Jerusalem for Pentecost, people from many faraway lands miraculously 
heard  the  disciples  preaching  in  their  own  native  languages.  Which  of  the 
following modern-day places was/were represented? 
A. Egypt 
B. Libya 
C. Crete Answer: E (See Acts 2:9-11.) 
D. Rome 
E. All of the above
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The Wedding Feast 

When: Saturday, May 12
  Gather at 5 p.m., catered meal 5:30 p.m.

Where: County Line Church
  4227 N. Hardin Rd., Harrod, OH 45850

Speaker: Robin Sullivan

Tickets: $5 per lady; $2 per girl (12 & under)

Reservation Required 

RSVP by May 1 with payment to 
Liz Gordon-Hancock or Nicole 
Ziegler.

Wedding attire encouraged. You 
could wear your wedding dress 
or veil, or pass it on to the next 
generation.

For questions call 419-283-2544

Surprise! 
“Each day holds a surprise,” wrote Henri Nouwen. “But 
only if we expect it can we see, hear, or feel it when it 
comes to us. Let’s not be afraid to receive each day’s 
surprise, whether it comes to us as sorrow or as joy.” 

Wait —  sorrow  as a surprise? And I’m not to fear it? 
Aren’t  surprises  supposed  to  be  happy  things?  What 
does Nouwen mean? 

He continues: “It will open a new place in our hearts, a 
place where we can welcome new friends and celebrate 
more fully our shared humanity.” And I remember, too, 
the  psalmist’s  words:  “The  LORD  is  near  to  the 
brokenhearted” (Psalm 34:18). Maybe that’s the surprise 
in  our  sorrow:  that  when  we  ache,  as  when  we 
celebrate,  God is  there  —  in  new friends,  in  shared 
humanity. Surprise!

- Heidi Mann

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
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