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February
2 - Groundhog Day.
3 - Tea, Treats & Tee Hee at 6:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
6 - Church Board meeting at 6:30 p.m.
13 - Deacons meeting at 6:30 p.m.
14 - Happy Valentine’s Day.
14 - Ash Wednesday.
18 - Missions Fair in the Fellowship Hall.
19 - Presidents’ Day.
Weekly Events
Sunday evenings: Men’s & Women’s Bible studies at 7:00 p.m.
Monday: Monday Morning Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evenings: Family Night at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday evenings: Praise & Worship at 7:00 p.m.

Meeting needs
“My neighbor’s material needs are my spiritual needs,” said 19th-century theologian Israel Salanter. In other
words, when someone else suffers hunger and poverty, when people endure a natural disaster and lack
shelter, when another human being is sick or injured — in all such cases, God calls us to action. And God
knows that whatever we do to meet those material needs will meet our spiritual needs at the same time.
It might be our spiritual need to expand our horizons into neighborhoods, cultures or situations where we’re
uncomfortable. We might need to grow in love for people different from us. By serving others, we might find
our own sagging spirits nurtured with a sense of well-being or even joy. And as we reach out to help, surely
we’ll notice others doing the same thing, and our spiritual need for renewed faith will be met.
—Heidi Mann
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A Sunday School teacher challenged her children to take some
time on Sunday afternoon to write a letter to God. They were to bring
their letter back the following Sunday. One little boy wrote, "Dear God,
We had a good time at church today. Wish you could have been there."
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From the Pastor’s Pen …

1~17~18

Several individuals had asked me, “When do you
know when to retire?” My answer to them was
simply that one day you will wake up and you will
know that ‘this is the time.’ Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NLT)
says “For everything there is a season, a time for
every activity under heaven.” My season as pastor at
County Line is over, this chapter is ended. This by
no way says that God is done working in my life.
We are just moving to another chapter. I am very
grateful for this congregation and am pleased for
your accomplishments during this time. Many
physical changes have been made (trusting they have
all been positive).
However, do not bask and glory in these physical
changes but rather ask yourself, ‘Have I made
substantial spiritual growth with the Lord through
these physical changes?’ You can not rely on the
teachers nor the pastors to be responsible for your
spiritual growth. Each of us as individuals must take
responsibility for our own intake of the word as it is
presented to us and as to what we do with it. When
we sit down to a meal, we determine what we will
eat and how much of a certain food we will eat. You
can put it in your mouth and quickly swallow, or you
can take time and thoroughly chew and taste it
before you swallow. The same is for the messages
from God’s Word.
Carefully consider how well you prepare for the
Sunday morning services. Example: Do you ask God
to make the entire service meaningful and profitable
to your spiritual well-being? Do you ask him to
bring clarity of the word and the meaning? Are you
respectful that you focus on the word and not disturb
others that they may devote themselves to
involvement in the service?
I truly desire that each one would use the entire
time of the service to focus on the Lord and your
relationship of what he desires during this time.
Above all, when things appear to be sour around
you, you make sure you stay sweet. Again, I thank
all of you that our paths have crossed and for the
growth opportunities you provided for me. May you
all seek and allow the power of the Holy Spirit to
move boldly and freely in your immediate future.
May God’s love and anointing forever be dominate
in County Line Church and especially in your
personal life.

2 - Alta Rayl
6 - Carol Slane
7 - Marion Ballinger & Linda Stoermer
11 - Thad Staley
13 - Bud Long & Bruce Marshall
14 - Melanie McKinley
15 - Tim Amstutz & Joan Zimmer
16 - Bob Zimmerman
19 - Bruce Clum & Marlene Rhodes
21 - Tom Dearth & Reed Kloeppel
22 - Jack Williams
23 - Herb Elwood
25 - Janie Painter & Lisa Russler
27 - Mike Ballinger

3 - Bruce & Amber Clum
14 - Ken & Paulette Stemen
18 - John & Anita Dearth
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23 years
43 years
52 years
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Our new home
A preacher who had always feared
death felt powerless to comfort others
who were facing it. Toward the end of
his life, he moved to another house.
When all the furniture had been packed,
he lingered in the home where he’d
raised his children and prepared many
sermons. An assistant interrupted those
reflections by saying, “Everything’s gone, sir, but
the new house is better than this one. Come away.”
The preacher never forgot this lesson. God has
prepared for his children a home infinitely better
than earth — “an eternal house in heaven, not built
by human hands” (2 Corinthians 5:1, NIV).

A servant in Christ Jesus,

~ Pastor Tom ~
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From the Associate/Youth Pastor …

1~24~18

“What Do I Have?”

Have you ever lost anything and looked and looked
and looked for it without success only to have
someone point out that the thing you are looking for
is right in front of you? Have you ever attended a
live sporting event and missed a huge play because
you were watching the mascot or the big screen?
There are many things in our lives that we miss or
get distracted from because our focus is not where it
needs to be.
When something is out of focus it is blurry and
difficult to make out. Trying to read something at a
distance for me without my glasses is impossible,
however, once I put my glasses on I can easily read it
because everything is now crystal clear. It all came
into focus. A telescope has different eye pieces that
you can switch out to intensify the magnetism. An
eye piece with lesser magnetism allows you to see a
bigger picture of what is going on, but an eye piece
with a stronger magnetism allows you to see the
distinct characteristics of the viewed area. Focus is
key to understanding what is going on around us.
Change is something that nobody wants but
everybody gets. Our church has gone through a lot of
change this last month and more is yet to come. If we
allow our focus to be on the wrong thing then we
will miss what the Lord is doing in our midst.
Hebrews 12:1-2 (NASB) says: 1Therefore, since we
have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us,
let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin
which so easily entangles us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, 2fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who
for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. If we allow our focus to
be on anything else than Jesus Christ then we will be
led into the wilderness just as the Israelites were in
Numbers 13. However, if we “fix our eyes on Jesus”
then every promise that God has made will be
fulfilled before our very eyes. So let us put our focus
on Jesus allowing Him to direct each and every step.

What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a
servant?
Eyes, he said,
to see the beauty in all that I’ve made — and
my children as they travel life’s highway.
Hands, he said,
to reach out and touch hurting souls, to give
a hug or encouraging pat on the back.
Feet, he said,
to lead my children through this world of
strife and to help them run from sin and
follow me.
Mouth, he said,
to lift up your voice and sing praises to me so
others may hear the joy in your heart.
Ears, he said,
to listen to my still, small voice of love and
to hear my children when they cry for help.
Heart, he said,
so you may know the full love of my Spirit
and love my children as I have loved you.
—Thomas Butler

*

*

*

*

*

In awe of God

*
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A feel-good gospel is attractive but not
transformative, writes Michael Yaconelli in
Dangerous Wonder (NavPress). “The nice,
nonthreatening God needs to be replaced by the God
whose very presence smashes our egos into dust,
burns our sin into ashes, and strips us naked to
reveal the real person within. A healthy, childlike
fear should make us more in awe of God than we are
of our government, our problems, … our doctrines
and agendas, or any of our other earthly concerns.”
Yaconelli urges Christians “to become people
whose God is big and holy and frightening and
gentle and tender and ours; a God whose love
frightens us into his strong and powerful arms where
he dares to hold us in his terrifying, loving
presence.”
*
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County Line Ministries & Misc.

Missions Fair

Married for a mission

On Sunday, February 18, the Witness Commission
will be hosting a Missions Fair in the Fellowship
Hall for the various ministries that are supported by
the church. The purpose of the fair is for you, the
congregation, to be able to “put a face” to the names
of the organizations that are on the announcement
slides on Sunday morning, line items in the budget,
and whose newsletters are posted on the bulletin
board in the hallway be the kitchen. This is also a
great time not only for you to get to know the
ministries, but also, as a parent or grandparent, to
encourage your kids to see how others are reaching
out and showing the love of Jesus to the world. The
representatives of each ministry will be available to
meet you during Sunday School time, before, and
after church.
If you have any questions, please see anyone on
the Witness Commission: Jackie Meeker, Gary
Wagner, and Jared Williams.

Jesus’ command to seek first God’s kingdom
(Matthew 6:33) is a key component of successful,
God-honoring marriages, writes Gary Thomas in A
Lifelong Love (David C. Cook). In fact, Thomas
says being “married for a mission” can renew many
unions in which partners think they’re merely
incompatible. “My suspicion is that many of these
couples actually suffer from a lack of purpose,” he
writes. “Jesus’ words given to individuals in
Matthew 6:33 are perhaps even truer in marriage.
When we give away our life, we find it. When we
focus outside our marriage, we end up strengthening
our marriage.”
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10 biblical ways to love
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1.) Listen without interrupting. “To answer before
listening — that is folly and shame” (Proverbs
18:13).
2.) Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry” (James
1:19).
3.) Give without selfishness. “The righteous give
without sparing” (Proverbs 21:26).
4.) Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped
praying for you” (Colossians 1:9).
5.) Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with
peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with
strife” (Proverbs 17:1).
6.) Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in
love, we will grow to become in every respect the
mature body of … Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).
7.) Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything
without grumbling or arguing” (Philippians 2:14).
8.) Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (1
Corinthians 13:7).
9.) Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord
forgave you” (Colossians 3:13).
10.) Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled
is a tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12).

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
Footnote: 1 John 4:19 … Because God bestowed
on humanity a free will, man is not forced to love
Him, but rather consciously and freely chooses the
response he makes to God’s love.

—From various websites; all Scriptures NIV
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