


 

LIFE GROUPS Ministry 
Fall 2018-Spring 2019 

 

Ministry Calendar Year: Sept. 2018- May 2019 
 

(You can meet as regularly during that time as you like, but it needs to be  
consistent and clear. Your group will set these parameters the first week of  

your group night.) 
 

Fall Quarter (All Church): Sept. 23- Nov. 17 (8 weeks) 
(Thanksgiving and Christmas Break: Nov. 18-Jan. 13, 2019) 

 
Winter Quarter: Jan. 13- April 12 (2019) (12 weeks) 

(Easter Break: April 14-April 20, 2019) 
 

Spring Quarter:  April 22- May 18, 2019 (4 weeks) 
(Summer Break: May 19 - Sept. 20, 2018) 

 
 

Life Group All Church Sign Ups 
 

* Fall 2018 Life Group Booklets out: Sunday, September 2, 2018 
- Fall Quarter Sign Ups: Sunday, Sept. 2 – October 7, 2018  

(Sign-ups will continue through the first two open weeks of the quarter) 
 

* Updated Winter Life Group Booklets out: Sunday, Dec. 10, 2018 
- Winter Quarter Sign Ups: Sunday, December 10, 2018- January 31, 2019 

(Sign-ups will continue through the first two open weeks of the quarter) 
 

* Updated Spring Life Group Booklets out: Sunday, April 7, 2019 
- Spring Quarter Sign Ups: Sunday, April 7, 2019 – April 28, 2019  

(Sign-ups will continue through the first weeks of the quarter) 
 

 



 
OPEN GROUPS 

FALL 2018 
 AT A GLANCE 

 

 

 
 

Wednesdays: 2nd
 & 4

th
 Wednesday of each month, 

6:30 to 8:30 PM. 

 
 

Leaders:  Dave & Linda Cornman 
Hosts: Rob Tatham 

 

Dave and Linda Cornman retired to Arnold in 2006.  Originally 
from northern Ohio, they raised their two children in the Bay 
Area and often came to Arnold for winter recreation. Currently 
they are blessed with three beautiful grandchildren, Cookie (a 

Maltipoo puppy), and Elmo (an African grey parrot).  Dave is an active golfer, back-packer 
and bird-watcher. Linda loves her quilting. They have been active in small groups since 
coming to Arnold, with Dave facilitating for the last couple years.  Both Dave and Linda at-
tribute their strong walks with Jesus to their small group participation and relationships de-
veloped at Chapel.  Dave will be leading the Followers Life Group on the 2

nd
 & 4

th
 

Wednesdays of each month, 6:30 to 8:30 PM.   Dave and Linda are excited about how 
God plans to lead the Followers Life Group! 

 

 

Thursdays: 7-9pm, at the Sinnock’s home in Arnold, near 
the church.  

 
 

Leaders: Mike and Marilyn Williams 
Hosts: Don and Karla Sinnock 

 
Mike and Marilyn attribute their spiritual growth and life long friend-
ships to their small group involvement over the past 30 years. 

Mike is the Prayer Mobilization Manager for OMF International and Marilyn is Chapel’s As-
sociate Pastor. They have two grown kids and two adorable grandkids. They enjoy spend-
ing their free time on dates with each other and time with their family and friends.  
 
Don and Karla Sinnock moved from Stockton to Arnold in 2014. They have 3 adult chil-
dren, 4 grandchildren and 1 very spoiled dog! Don enjoys gardening and Karla is great at 
“Do it yourself” projects.  
 
Together, the Williams’ and the Sinnock’s, look forward to growing their faith in Christ and 
developing new and deeper friendships. They will meet each Thursday evening, 7-9pm, at 
the Sinnock’s home in Arnold, near the church.  
 



LIFE GROUP  - COMMON QUESTIONS 
 
Introduction 
Everything is about relationship, everything!  Sunday Service is just the first step to 
living a life of connection and purpose.  God desires that each of us be intimately 
connected to Him and to one another.  God's plan for His people is to share life to-
gether in His love and truth. 
 
Chapel Life Groups are set up for you to experience a connected life.  Our small 
groups provide safe places to seek faith in the Lord, grow hope through God's Word, 
and live a life of love with God and others. 
 
Only two things in this life are eternal:  God's Word and God's People!  Set your pri-
orities and your calendar to invest in what is eternal. 
 
What is a Life Group? 
In Life Groups, we commit ourselves to invest in making friendships and lasting rela-
tionships with God at the center.  A Life Group is a home fellowship made up of 6-15 
people who meet regularly to share, study, and support one another in their journey of 
faith. A trained leader/host leads each group.  An average meeting lasts for 2 hours, 
followed by light refreshments. 

 
How important are Life Groups at Chapel? 
Life Groups are central to being the church God has called us to be.  They're the place 
where we study God's Word while supporting and sharing our lives with one another.  
Life Groups are where we move from being a crowd to a community. 
 
How do I choose a Life Group? 
We strongly recommend you choose a group based on your desire to get to know that 
particular leader, host, or members, rather than its location.  Relationships are key to 
our spiritual growth and maturity.  When you are connected to people you enjoy de-
veloping friendships with, you will find it is worth your time, and even a longer drive. 
 
How do I sign up for a Life Group? 
There are two ways to sign up for a group:  through sign-ups on our designated Sun-
days or by calling the church office during the week.   Information about each Life 
Group is included in a later section of this booklet.  Call the church office at  
209-795-1064 to speak to staff members who can assist you in finding and signing up 
for a group. 



When and where do the groups meet? Life Groups meet at various times and on 
different days of the week in various locations in Arnold and our neighboring areas.  
Most evening groups meet during a weeknight.  The daytime and weekend groups' 
meeting times will vary.  
  
How long do group sessions last?  
We have Fall, Winter, and Spring sessions.  At the end of each session, you will 
have the choice of staying in the same group, trying a new group, or even taking a 
break.  Most groups stay together throughout the entire ministry year (Sept.-May).  
Life Groups do not meet mid-June through August, and they take breaks during the 
holidays.  
  
What is the required commitment?  
Joining a Life Group requires a commitment to attend scheduled meetings and do the 
homework ahead of time.  This commitment is the key to a strong Life Group; you 
will be encouraged to attend a quarterly group social and to participate in a once-a-
quarter service project.  You have the first two weeks to attend the group to make 
sure it's a good fit for you.  
  
What will we study?  
We offer various Life Groups that study different types of material.  Some groups 
cover topical studies, some study Books of the Bible, and others are sermon based.  
In the sermon based groups, questions within the sermon note sheet will be provided 
for study prior to the group's meeting.  Each week there will be a few ice-breaker 
type questions to help your group to connect and get to know each other better.  It 
will usually take 2030 minutes per week to complete the homework.  
  
What does it cost? 
Few things in Life are free.  Life Groups are no exception!  The cost of Life Groups 
is the cost of commitment.  During the first meeting, each group will complete a 
"Covenant" together.  This simple form helps each group discuss their priorities and 
commitment.  Part of that commitment is the promise to attend each meeting and to 
complete the homework, attend the quarterly social, and do one service project per 
quarter as a group. 
 
 What about child care? 
Life Groups are for adults only. (Exceptions can be made for nursing newborns, up 
to six months old.)  Some Life Groups arrange group child care while they meet.  
We generally leave it up to each family to work out their own child care.  We believe 
Life Groups are worth the cost of childcare and protecting the time together from 
distractions. 




