
Discussion Questions: 
Text: Luke 19:1-10 

 
1. Today is the second sermon in a new series entitled “The Call To Follow,” where 

we will be exploring different people in the Bible who were called to follow Jesus, 
and their reactions to that call. Today we will be focusing on the chief tax 
collector Zacchaeus, are you familiar with the story of Zacchaeus? If so, what do 
you remember about him?  
 

2. Zacchaeus was known around his home city of Jericho as a “sinner.” His role as 
a tax collector was to collect taxes from his Jewish brothers and sisters and to 
hand the money over to Rome. Tax collectors became extremely wealthy by 
charging extra for taxes and keeping the difference. In the minds of the Jewish 
people of Jesus’s day, the only thing worse than the Romans was their fellow 
Jewish tax collectors who betrayed their own people to benefit the Romans and 
get rich. Who do we look down upon in our society? Who would we give the title 
of “sinner” to?  
 

3. Despite his status in town, we read that Zacchaeus desired to see Jesus. So 
much so that he was willing to humble himself by climbing a tree just to get a 
glimpse of Jesus as He walked past. Not only did Jesus notice Zacchaeus, Jesus 
called to him by name saying, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay 
at your house today.” Jesus called Zacchaeus by name, at the end of this 
passage we read that Jesus has a very specific mission, “to seek and save the 
lost.” How many people do we walk past daily and ignore them, especially the 
undesirable people of society? How are we being called to join with Jesus on His 
mission to “seek and save the lost?”  
 

4. The Rich Young Ruler from our last sermon, who had everything going for him, 
was confronted by Jesus and “went away sad because he had great wealth.” 
Here Zacchaeus, who was a societal outsider, has a drastically different reaction. 
Zacchaeus after encountering the love and acceptance of Jesus said, “Look, 
Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus 
replied, “Today salvation has come to this house.” What does this teach us about 
who has chosen to follow Jesus? If we are to join Jesus on this mission to “seek 
and save the lost” what will that mission look like? Where will it take us?  


