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MGBC Constitutional Amendment 

Article III – Church Membership 

Motion and Talking Points.  

Scripture often refers to the church as a family.  But as most of us know, families can be messy 

and sometimes we hurt one another.  There are many here in the MGBC family that minister 

and serve in various capacities.  They teach, they serve as youth leaders, they represent MGBC 

on mission’s trips and they work as ushers and trustees.  They call MGBC their church family or 

home church. 

Unfortunately, these same people cannot become members here at MGBC.  The reason for this 

is that our Constitution states that to join church membership one must have been, “baptized 

in water by trine immersion” – Article III-Church Membership.  Trine immersion means that 

the individual is immersed under water 3 distinct times.  

Some might say that these folks should simply be “rebaptized”.  Many who desire to join our 

membership, had meaningful and deeply spiritual baptism experiences through other churches 

being baptized by single immersion.  This meaningful experience is discredited when they 

request membership here at MGBC and are told they must “rebaptize”.  In addition, 

“rebaptism” often alters the purpose and meaning intended by Jesus. 

Currently, Article III – Membership Qualifications of our Constitution states in part, “Any person 

who has publicly confessed that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and has accepted Him as Savior 

and Lord . . . and who has been baptized in water by trine immersion . . . shall formally 

become a member of this church and be presented to the church in a Sunday service.”  

The Pastoral Staff, Elder Board and Church Board unanimously bring the following motion for 

constitutional change before the membership of MGBC. 

It is our desire to replace, “and who has been baptized in water by trine immersion” in Article 

III – Membership Qualifications – within the Martinsburg Grace Brethren Church Constitution, 

with the following: “and who has undergone believer’s baptism by immersion in water.” 

This motion will be brought before the congregation on Sunday, October 31 during the morning 

worship service.  As per the MGBC Constitution, this change will require a 90% vote of support. 
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Points of Consideration 

1. There are several points of clarification needed with regards to this motion. 

a. MGBC will continue to baptize followers of Christ by trine immersion in keeping 

with our Statement of Faith. 

b. We will not accept those into membership that have been baptized as infants by 

sprinkling, pouring or means other than immersion. 

c. All those of Martinsburg Grace Brethren Church accepted into membership must 

have been baptized by immersion unless, due to a medical or emotional reasons, 

they would necessitate an accommodation of relief to immersion as approved by 

the Elder Board.  

d. The term “believer”, as used in this motion, requires the follower of Christ to 

cognitively understand and be able to verbalize to the congregation the meaning 

of baptism and why they are undertaking this ordinance. 

2. While readers of scripture may infer that baptism and membership (Acts 2:41) in the 

local church are connected, we have no definitive scriptural application to this point. 

3. While a grammatical breakdown of Matthew 28:19 may be taken to indicate 3 distinct 

immersions, the passage is not definitive enough to universally make this argument. 

4. When we place a requirement of trine immersion upon someone that has already been 

baptized, we are altering the original purpose of this ordinance.  The person being 

“rebaptized” is now repeating the ordinance with a different motivation – a desire to 

join a local church.  Jesus’ purpose of baptism was to publicly demonstrate faith in Christ 

(an outward demonstration of an internal commitment), symbolically represent his 

death and resurrection as applied to us in baptism (Romans 6:1-11) and submission as 

an act of obedience to his word.  It was never intended by our Lord as a step to joining 

the local church (Matthew 28:19) 

5. It should be noted that MGBC is the only remaining church of the 18 in the West Penn 

District that still holds a trine immersion baptism requirement for church membership.  

In addition, we are one of only a handful in the Charis Fellowship (Grace Brethren 

Fellowship) of North American that maintains this position. 

6. Finally, the leadership of MGBC has brought this motion before the congregation 

because we feel that it is vitally important to the unity, health and longevity of this 

congregation. 

7. The pastoral staff and elders would be happy to discuss this motion and its implication 

to Christ’s church at MGBC with you.  Please feel free to contact us should you have any 

questions. 

 

MGBC Pastoral Staff, Elders and Church Board 


