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Elaine Van Ost 
December 11, 1929 - June 13, 2020 

Elaine Van Ost, widow of Dr. William C. Van Ost, died on Saturday, 
June 13, 2020. She was 90 years old. She is survived by her two loving 
sons, James and William Youmans, and by her stepchildren, Lynn Van 
Ost, Michael Van Ost, and his wife, Vicki, as well as Jane Van Ost. She is 
also survived by two younger sisters, Jeanine Dinola, wife of Al Dinola, of 
Swartzwood Lake, NJ, and Jeanette Linder, of Portland, Oregon. In 
addition, she leaves behind a total of seven grandchildren, Paul, Meagan, 
Erik, Caighla, Travis, Will and Timur; and four great grandchildren, 
Savannah, Annalee, Levi, and Molly. 

Elaine was born on December 11, 1929 at Jersey City Memorial 
Hospital, to Italian immigrants Gena and Jack Fioravera. She lived the first 
years of her life in Union City, NJ. Before she was ten, the family moved 
to Leonia, NJ, Elaine graduated from Leonia High School in the 1940s, 
and then studied commercial art in New York City. For many years she 
earned a living as a fashion artist, and she became known for her 
insouciant figurative drawings, and for her free and easy line.  

She married Peter Youmans, of Schenectady, NY, in spring of 1953. 
They had met as members of the Leonia Players Guild, an amateur theatre 
group. The couple lived for seven years on Grand Avenue in Leonia, 
during which time they had their first son, William. In 1960, they moved 
to 121 Palmer Place, Leonia. Elaine gave birth to their second son, James, 
in 1962. The family lived on Palmer until Peter and Elaine’s divorce in 
1975.  

She lived for two years on Grand Avenue again before marrying Dr. 
Bill Van Ost, pediatrician, on July 16, 1977. She subsequently moved into 
his home in Tenafly, where the combined family (jokingly referred to as 
‘The Brady Bunch’) lived for almost twenty years, as the children grew up 
and moved out. 

In the late 1980s, Bill and Elaine founded the Van Ost Institute for 
Family Living, an addiction counseling non-profit organization, which was 
in operation for over twenty years, and helped many people find 
productive lives in sobriety, and mended broken family relationships. The 
Institute was located at St. Paul’s Church on Palisade Avenue, Englewood. 
Bill and Elaine also co-authored and a book, Warning Signs, published in 
paperback in the 1990s by Warner Books. The book was a guide for 
parents on how to spot potential addiction in teenagers. 



Elaine was an ebullient spirit. Nearly everyone who knew her remarked 
about her joyous laugh, and her sunny smile, and her wacky sense of 
humor. She took an avid interest in many things, including art, travel, 
figure skating, tap dancing, cooking, theatre (she acted in shows at the 
Players Guild and even co-wrote a children’s musical, Buckets and Buckets 
of Tears, with Helene Marshall Janet Cooper).  She occasionally taught art, 
and her students always loved her teaching style, which emphasized 
freedom of line. She was a warm and loving mother, and transmitted her 
joy of living to her children and to all of their friends as well. She changed 
careers in mid-life, becoming an effective administrator and fundraiser for 
the Van Ost Institute, where her encouragement brightened many souls. 
She was a member of First Presbyterian Church of Englewood.  

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

OPENING PRAYER  

PSALM OF ASSURANCE        Psalm 23   (in unison)       

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want; 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters; 
He restores my soul.  
He leads me in paths of righteousness 
  for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley  
  of the shadow of death,  
I fear no evil; for thou art with me; 
  thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me  
  in the presence of my enemies;  
Thou anointest my head with oil,  
  my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy  
  shall follow me all the days of my life;  
And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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SCRIPTURE READING      Revelation 21:1-4 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;  he will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away."  

SERMON                  Rev. Richard S. Hong 

MEMORIES       Clarinet Concerto, 1st movement            Aaron Copland 
                       as recorded by Andreas Ottensamer 

SHARING OF REMEMBRANCES                                

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

*  *  *  *  *  * 


