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From the Pastor

Determination
have
fought the good
fight, I have
finished the race,
I have kept the
faith.”
– 2 Timothy 4:7

I recently ran into a friend of mine who is a pastor of a church in NYC. As we discussed what
was new in our ministries, he mentioned that a Korean church – one of the oldest on the East
Coast – was temporarily renting space in his church while they were transforming the small
building they owned into a full, proper church building.
The story is that in 1972, the church started a building fund for this construction. They
were determined to someday transform the building they were meeting in, but they were also
determined not to go into debt. Now in 2019, they finally had the funds to proceed. Yes, I'm
sure you did the arithmetic: they waited 47 years to build.
One can only imagine that it is likely that the pastor and elders who made that decision in
1972 have since gone home to the Lord. Yet the vision remained. The goal of expansion,
while avoiding debt.
One of the most important qualities we can have as individuals and a church is the
determination to set worthy goals, embark on a worthy path, and see it through – no matter how
long it takes, no matter how hard we have to work, no matter how much patience it requires.
The Church is 2,000 years old. It endured persecution, heresies, and schism. Yet it continues
on toward the vision that one day "every knee will bow" and "every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord" (Philippians 2:10-11). It doesn't matter how long it will take. It doesn’t matter
whether we live to see it. What matters is that we have a vision, and the determination to move
along the path as far as we can.
The Apostle Paul began his ministry believing that he would see Jesus return. By the end of
his life he realized that he would not. But at the end he was able to honestly write: "I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." (2 Timothy 4:7)
There is nothing greater we could say at the end of our lives than that we pursued what was
right, as well as we could, for as long as we could. And what we leave undone, we leave for the
next generation to pick up and pursue, because faith is not for the impatient or the shortsighted.
Peace and blessings,

Inside this Issue:
News for the
Congregation

2, insert

FPC Family Ministries

3, insert

September Calendar

back
page

Church Contact
Information

front
page

First Press
A publication of the
First Presbyterian Church
of Englewood, NJ
150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Voice: 201‐568‐7373
Fax: 201‐568‐7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Staﬀ Extensions and E‐mail Addresses
Rev. Richard S. Hong
Cell: 973‐769‐0199
rich@englewoodpres.org

x306

Oﬃce Manager,
Danielle De Laurentis
x304
oﬃce@englewoodpres.org

Music Director,
David Macfarlane
x310
music@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Associate,
Beth Morrison
beth@englewoodpres.org

Director of Family Ministries
Felicia Arrigoitia
x302
felicia@englewoodpres.org

Bookkeeper,
Analia Brown
x308
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org

x303

News for the Congregation

PRAY. INVITE. BRING.
There are countless people who need a deeper
relationship with Jesus. But what really matters is that
you already know a few of them. "Personal Prayer
Covenant" cards are available from the greeters. You
are being asked to write down the names of specific
people who need a relationship with Jesus, and
promise to pray for them each day. Pray for the Holy
Spirit to touch their hearts - and yours. If you want
to receive text message reminders to pray (about 3X
per week), please text the word 'prompt' to 97000.
Then take the next step. Invite them to church.
Don't stop there - BRING them yourself. Offer to go
to coffee with them or buy them a meal before or after
service. If they aren't local, or if FPC would not be
their kind of church, invite them to another church.
Take them to one in their hometown. Maybe, just
maybe, their lives will be transformed - and it will
have started with your prayers - and you will be
transformed as well.

From the Choir Room

CHANCEL CHOIR
Chancel Choir will return to worship on
Sunday, September 9, with rehearsal at
9:30 am, for 11 am Worship. This year the
choir schedule begins on Sundays at 9:30 am
for a rehearsal and continues with an additional
rehearsal from 12:20 to 1 pm. In addition
to our weekly performances of great choral
music, we are preparing for the many December
musical events including the Candlelight Carol
Service on December 15. There is no audition
and no church affiliation necessary to join.
Why not consider lending your voice to this
wonderful choir. Members are needed in ALL
voice parts.

FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY IS BACK
REJECTION PROOF
Thursday, Sept 12, 7 pm in the Chapel
Are you held captive by fear? Do you wonder just
what you could accomplish if nothing held you
back? Would you like to find out? You are invited
to watch a video of Jia Jiang, founder of Rejection
Therapy, that will take you on a journey past fear,
through rejection, and all the way to empowered
courage. After the video, Pastor Rich will lead a
discussion on how fear keeps us from being the
people we can be. We believe that everyone has
influence, and everyone can become a better leader.
This video is from the Global Leadership Summit
that Pastor Rich and Felicia attended recently. We
are excited to share our learning with you.
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On Sunday September 8, 2019 First Presbyterian
Church of Englewood will be holding the Financial
Peace University "FPU" course for the 20th time.
The course will run for nine weeks ending on
November 3. Classes will be held in the East Room
at 5:30 pm. During this nine week class you will
learn budgeting techniques, the best way to get out
of debt, saving for retirement, what insurance you
need and so much more.
I encourage everyone to seriously consider taking this
life changing course. In addition, please tell your
friends and family about it as it is not limited to
church members. If you are interested please go to
the website fpu.com. If you would like additional
information you may call me at 201 914-2120 or
email paul.platek@ubs.com. -Paul A. Platek
September 2019

News for the Congregation cont.

HOW TO BE HAPPY

LABYRINTH

We want to be happy. It isn't always easy. But
we believe God wants you to be happy - truly happy,
not just for the moment, but for a lifetime and
beyond. Jesus gave us great advice on how to
achieve it. Pastor Rich will be preaching a four-week
message series on "How To Be Happy" beginning
Sept 15. Learn to be happy. Come to Crossroads,
our contemporary service, at 9 am or the traditional
choral service at 11 am. And don't forget to BRING
one of the people you've been praying for. This is a
great way for people to learn that the teachings of
Jesus are relevant to our lives now and forever.

The outdoor Labyrinth is always available for
walking, meditation and prayer on the lawn
behind Elmore Hall. You can walk at your own
pace anytime during daylight hours. We encourage
you to relax and take advantage of the peaceful
journey it will provide. The indoor Labyrinth will
be available for walking Friday, September 20 from
4-7 pm and on Saturday, September 21 from
12 pm through 4 pm. Enter the church through
marked door on the northeast side. The Labyrinth
Committee looks forward to greeting you and
answering any questions you might have. Light
refreshments are served. All ages are welcome!
The Labyrinth Committee is proud to announce
that a donation of $300.00 was made to the
Center for Food Action (CFA) through donations
made by Labyrinth walkers. We have asked the
CFA to take part in our September event by
walking the Labyrinth with us.

NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY
"90 SECOND" STUDY GROUP
Every Sunday beginning Sept 15, 10:05-10:45 am in
the East Room
Do you want a fully enhanced and expanded
experience of each week's message? You are invited to
the "90-Second" Study Group in the East Room from
10:05 to 10:45 am (between the 9 am and 11 am
services), as we present the 90-Second Sermon video,
followed by a group discussion of the scripture on
which it is based. Whether you just heard the
message at 9 am or are about to at 11 am, this will
enrich your worship experience. Facilitated by
Melissa Gagnon, J.B. Holderness, and Hung En
Sung, you'll have an opportunity to connect with
one another. The church nursery is available
during this hour.

WOMEN’S CONNECT GROUP
At FPC, a group of women come together to grow
spiritually, support and encourage one another and
share our experiences. We invite all women who are
part of the FPC community to join by participating
this Fall. Meetings will be held on Wednesdays in the
East Room at 11 am and 7 pm, start date TBD. We
hope you can attend either session. Any questions,
please contact: connectgroups@englewoodpres.org.

FPC Family Ministries
Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

FAMILY BIRD WATCHING

TEEN FRIDAYS|FOOD*FUN*FELLOWSHIP

Saturday, September 7 at 10 am join Elliot Lee for
an informative and fun bird watching expedition
designed for children (but all are welcome!) at the
Meadowlands Environmental Center. Play "Bird
Bingo" and discover the beautiful species of birds
of NJ. RSVP to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

Beginning Friday, September 27 we are launching
a youth gathering the second and fourth Fridays
of each month for our high school students. Come
to share dinner and fellowship with each other. Dates
for 2019: 9/27, 10/11, 10/25, 11/8, 11/22, 12/13,
from 6 - 8:30 pm. Bring friends from school to share the
night. Contact Felicia@englewoodpres.org for more info.

ORANGE IN SEPTEMBER
FIRST LOOK (pre-K)
This month, our preschoolers
are going to learn all about
each day of creation.
252 (K-5)
God has proven His
faithfulness to us, especially
in keeping His promise to
send Jesus to save us.

CHILDREN’S CHORUS
Staring Friday, September 13 at 4 pm, we will begin
our Children's Chorus once more! If you have a
student interested in participating, please email
Dr. David Macfarlane at music@englewoodpres.org
or Felicia@Englewood@pres.org.

XP3 (6-8 Gr)
A five-week series about
spiritual habits.

APPLE PICKING AT
DEMAREST FARMS
Saturday September 21, 12-4 pm

JAN HUS
We have an opportunity to feed the homeless
on Tuesday, September 24. If you are
interested in joining us, please email
Felicia@englewoodpres,org for details.
First Press

Come welcome autumn in with a day at the farm.
Cost: $7 per person (Age 2 and over) plus $12 for
a bag to hold the apples that you pick! (Apple Bag
holds approximately 10 lbs.) General Admission
includes free parking, entrance to apple orchard, hay
wagon ride, two petting zoos, adventure playground,
and picnic area with tables. Please RSVP to
Felicia@englewoodpres.org.
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FPC Family Ministries cont.

VBC THANK YOU!
To those that shared their time decorating our
hallways, cutting out curriculum, creating pixel
pictures, making games, making props, creating
towers, creating a digital score board, taking
pictures, preparing snacks, shopping for supplies,
making 64 name tags (!), guiding the groups and
making it so fun along the way, I am so very
grateful to work beside you. You inspire me each
day! Can't wait to do it again next year!!! Felicia

PUMPKINS ARE COMING!
Saturday, October 12, 11 am
It is that time again...
Our pumpkin delivery is scheduled for Saturday,
October 12 at 11 am. Please set aside a few hours to
help us unload the large tractor trailer! Many hands
make light work! We had a lot support last year and
look forward to having experienced, as well as new
helpers join in! Please let me know you are able to
help at Felicia@englewoodpres.org.

SAVE THE DATE
PUMPKINFEST
Saturday, October 26, 11 am-2 pm

COLLEGE ADDRESSES
We have said goodbye for now to our college
students, but we would like them to know they
are still on our minds! Our youth plan to prepare
college care boxes to be sent this autumn. If you
would like your student to receive one, please
submit their college address by October 1st.

YOUTH LAY ASSISTANTS/
GREETERS
Every third Sunday our youth have the opportunity
to serve as lay assistants and greeters. If you are in
6th grade or older and are interested in becoming
a lay assistant or greeter, please email
Felicia@Englewoodpres.org

We are planning a fun afternoon for you! Save the
date and tell your friends & neighbors to join you
for our Annual Pumpkin Fest on Saturday,
October 26, 2019 from 11 am - 2 pm!
If you are able to volunteer some time to help,
please sign up on our Signup Genius.

SMALL GROUP LEADERS
FOR CHURCH SCHOOL
We are so fortunate to have a dedicated group of
small group leaders that offer their time with the
church school guiding the children on Sunday
mornings, but we are looking for a few more
adults to fill out our team. If you are interested,
please contact Felicia@Englewoodpres.org for
more information.

F I R ST P R E SB Y T E RI A N
C H U R C H O F E N G L E W OO D

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

SEPTEMBER 2019 CALENDAR

Every Sunday

9:00 am: Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School
11:00 am: Traditional Choral | Service & Church School
Nursery / child care available from 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon

