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Tradition

From the Pastor

We are about to embark on a new chapter in the life of this
congregation, as we move to two full services on Sunday morning Crossroads, our contemporary worship, at 9 am, and the traditional
choral worship at 11 am. Both services will be live-streamed every
week at fpce.live.
While this represents a big change compared to what we
have been doing lately, change is actually the tradition of this
church. The picture you see is of one of the best things I ever found
in our archives: an article from October 18, 1913, describing a new
worship service being launched by FPC. In that era, Presbyterians
traditionally worshiped twice each Sunday, morning and afternoon.
At that time, attendance at the afternoon service was waning,
especially from people reluctant to walk back up the hill from the
west side of town. So FPC decided to take the worship to them.
The article describes the worship as being "intended to
provide a bright, cheery, popular program" and that "the children's
talk will be illustrated either with lantern slides or by a film picture."
Cheery. Popular. Illustrated with lantern slides. This was
contemporary worship - in 1913!
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FPC often changed to meet the changing needs of ministry.
Our original building of 1860 was replaced by 1878. That sanctuary
underwent major renovations in the 1890s and again in 1915. The
office wing and preschool wings were also later additions to the
core building.
The impetus of change comes when we ask the question:
"whom do we need to reach?" Whenever the focus of a church is on
the outsider, it grows. When the focus of a church is only on the
desires and tastes of its present membership, it declines.
The most important tradition of FPC is the tradition of
changing to meet the needs of a changing community. In 1913 they
left the building and started a service on the other side of town in an
attempt to meet the community where they were at. We are starting
a new service at a new time in an attempt to reach new people.
The church is never more than one generation away from
extinction. Our mission is always to reach outside of ourselves - to
new families and to new generations, for the sake of the Gospel.
Let's keep that tradition alive.
Peace and blessings,

News for the Congregation
DEAR FPC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS,
After more than 22 years at FPC, Dorothy VanderWerf will retire as of December 31, 2017.
From September through the end of the year, Dorothy's time will be focused on ensuring a
smooth transition.
Dorothy has been integral to many areas of FPC. At various times she was the
staff person assigned to oversee the church's efforts in Outreach, Mission, Stewardship,
Christian Education, and the Board of Deacons. Her efforts laid the groundwork
for the church's growth. Dorothy's passion in these areas will be felt for
many years.
Although her formal work will be winding down, Dorothy's
connection to FPC and our members will not end. We will also have
a formal celebration of Dorothy's tenure with us early in 2018.
We are so very grateful for her work and devotion, and wish her all the best for years to come.
- Rich

DEAR REV. HONG, MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF FPC,
Thank you, Rich, for your kind letter announcing my retirement at the end of 2017 as Activities Director
for 20 years and Director of Care Ministries for about 2 years. I have been blessed as a member of the Church Staff
since April 1995. The Staff and Congregation have energized and supported me in so many creative ways and
responded enthusiastically to many new programs and activities through the years.
It has been a privilege and honor to have been able to serve Christ and this church in its ministry.
I am most grateful for the opportunity of working with the Church Staff, the Members and Friends of
the congregation who are gracious, giving, and generous of spirit.
With gratitude and love, Dorothy VanderWerf

ARCHITECT SELECTED: STUDIO KRAEHER
The Session is pleased to announce the selection of Studio Kraeher Architects as the firm
that will lead the design of the new sanctuary. The firm's principal, Rolando Kraeher, was the
project manager for the renovation of St. Patrick's Cathedral. Rolando is a member of the
American Institute of Architects and holds a Master's in Architecture from Harvard
University. Prior to founding Studio Kraeher he worked for the prominent NYC firms of Skidmore, Owings and
Merrill, and Murphy Burnham and Buttrick. Studio Kraeher leads a team that includes Building Conservation
Associates (preservation and conditions assessment), Silman Associates (structural engineering), Landmark Facilities
Group (mechanical, electrical, plumbing consultants), Jaffe Holden Acoustics, and Slocum Cost Consulting. By the
end of the year Studio Kraeher will present us with three potential design "schemes" from which the church will select
one, with input from the congregation at large. The selected scheme will be fully developed throughout 2018. We
expect the new sanctuary to be ready sometime in 2020.
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FPC LIFELONG LEARNING
CLASS: LEARN THE
JAPANESE LANGUAGE
Mondays, September 11 through October 30 from
5– 6:30 pm in the Meeting Room.
The Japanese language class will continue in the
fall. FPC friends and members are invited to attend
this 8-week class to learn the Japanese language and
culture with certified native Japanese teachers and a
wonderful group of classmates. This class has no fee
and to register please contact FPC church member
Paula Hyun at paula.hyun@gmail.com or the FPC
office at office@englewoodpres.org.

FINANCIAL
PEACE
UNIVERSITY IS COMING BACK
On Sunday September 10, 2017 First Presbyterian
Church of Englewood will be holding the Financial
Peace University "FPU" course for the 16th time.
The course will run for nine weeks ending on
November 12th. Classes will be held in the East
Room at 7 pm. During this nine week class you will
learn budgeting techniques, the best way to get out of
debt, saving for retirement, what insurance you need
and how to give more to charity.
The cost is $93.00 plus tax which pays for the
membership kit (nothing is paid to the church). Two
people can share the kit so husbands and wives are
encouraged to come together or you can share the kit
with a friend. In the kit you will receive a workbook,
audio CDs for all of the classes, Dave Ramsey's book,
"Complete Guide to Money" and more.
I encourage everyone to seriously consider taking this
life changing course. In addition, please tell your
friends and family about it as it is not limited to church
members. If you are interested please go to the website
daveramsey.com/fpu and look for the class at the
church. If you would like additional information you
may call me at 201 914-2120. Paul A. Platek
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SPARK HOPE GALA
DEADLINES SOON!
By now, all of you should have received an invitation
to First Presbyterian's very first Gala dinner, to be held
on Wednesday, October 25 at Seasons in Washington
Township, NJ. The Spark Hope Gala promises to be
an evening of community, inspiration and
rejuvenation!
Members of this congregation are working very hard to
sell ads and tickets to the dinner. The deadline for ad
sales is Sept. 15 and the RSVP date for the dinner is
October 1.
Please consider taking a personal ad in celebration of a
special family event, or in memory of a loved one. OR,
sell an ad to your favorite local business, using the ad
sales form available on the church website (which can
also be picked up from the information table outside
the entrance to Elmore Hall, or in the Chapel).
All profits go to our Spark Hope fund in support of
fire recovery.

CROSSROADS MOVES TO 9 AM
Beginning September 10, Crossroads, our
contemporary worship, moves to 9 am in Elmore
Hall. Lively, upbeat, and very casual, Crossroads
features the best in Contemporary Christian Music
from such artists as Hillsong United, Chris Tomlin,
Jesus Culture, and Phil Wickham. Our band includes
Margot Bennett (lead vocals), Daniel Atencio (guitar/
vocals), Scott Morley (piano/vocals) and Michael
D'Agostino (drums). Rev. Hong will deliver the same
message as at the 11 am service. The service will also
include a Time with Children after which the children
leave for Church School. The service will be livestreamed at fpce.live. Come check it out!
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Care Ministries
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring

HEALTHY
LIVING
RESOURCES
AVAILABLE FOR
ALL AGES
On Sunday, September 17, take time during Coffee
& Conversation in the Chapel at 10 am or at 12
noon by joining us at the Healthy Living Resource
table for helpful resources for all ages. These
include a list of Senior Discounts, Five Wishes,
programs and activites at SESCIL, Senior Center in
Englewood, stories of scams and frauds to avoid,
discount prescription cards, an efficient way to
keep a record of medications, doctors, etc., a MiniConference on Transportation Options for Seniors,
and many more resources in Bergen County.

TRANSPORTATION
OPTIONS MINICONFERENCE ON
SEPT. 28
Our church is a member of Age-Friendly Englewood
Coalition and we are sponsoring a mini-conference at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel at 401 South Van Brunt in
Englewood on Thursday, September 28 from 8:30 am
to 12:30 pm. Flyers are available at the Information
Centers with registration information. Many options
for transportation will be presented and residents
in all area towns are invited to attend. Contact Dorothy
VanderWerf if you have questions or wish to register.

UPDATED PARISH
DIRECTORY AVAILABLE
An updated Parish Directory is now available
at the Information Centers in Elmore Hall
and the Chapel.
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ALZHEIMER'S 101
PRESENTATION ON
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
AT 10 AM
Shelley Steiner, LSW, will present all aspects
of Dimentia and especially the disease of
Alzheimers. With worship at 9 and 11 am this
important talk will take place between the two
services at 10 am in the East Room. This
program is sponsored by our Care Ministries
Committee who will provide refreshments and
a welcome to all members and friends of the
congregation.

FPC Mobilize for Mission:
Build God’s World
JAN HUS MEN'S
CLOTHING DRIVE
From September 24 through October 22, we
will collect MEN'S CLOTHING (everything
from undergarments to outerwear) for the
homeless through the Urban Outreach
Center of our mission partner, Jan Hus
Presbyterian Church in NYC. No women's
or children's clothing, except for women's
undergarments. If you would prefer, you
may make monetary donations (put Jan Hus
in the memo line) that we will use to
purchase new undergarments to be donated.
For more information, contact Charlene
Niland or David Johnson.
September 2017

FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

CHILDREN’S
VOICES
WANTED!
We are forming
a children’s singing group to share song during worship
for this Christmas season. If your child would be
interested in participating – Send me an email:
Felicia@englewoodpres.org.

SAVE THE
DATE!
Pumpkin Fest
Returns!
October 21, 2017: Pumpkin carving, crafts,
face-painting, kids Zumba, kids music and more!

WE NEED
TEACHERS!
Now that we will have
2 morning services – won’t you consider worshiping at
one and serving at the other? Come September 10th
we will be offering 5 classes for our youth at each
service. Please reflect on how you can be a part of our
program. No experience necessary – just a willing
spirit! If you have questions, you may contact me at:
Felicia@englewoodpres.org.

UPCOMING RETREATS AT
JOHNSONBURG
Camp Johnsonburg's High school retreat is
November 17-19 2017.
Their middle school retreat is December 1-3 2017.
Sign up start this month - if there is interest, please
email: felicia@englewoodpres.org.
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GRATITUDE!
Thank you to the 25+
volunteers that helped to
make our VBC a success!
Building sets, shopping
for snacks, decorating,
sorting, cutting out
name tags, setting up
classrooms…I cannot thank you enough! Thanks
also goes to all those that brought in items for
our set and crafts…What a variety of items!
Boxes & hubcaps to pom poms & blinking
lights! Your support means a lot!!

ORANGE FOR
SEPTEMBER
(FIRST LOOK): This
month our Pre-K group
will be learning that God is always with them
and that they can be strong, brave, courageous
and wise because of Him.
252: Our Elementary group will be discussing
FRIENDSHIP. Using your words and action to
show others you care.
XP3: Our 3 part series this month for middle
schoolers "MEASURE UP" examines the trap of
comparing ourselves to others and how to instead
value the ways that God has uniquely gifted us.

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL
BREAKFAST MEETUP
Every third Sunday, which is also YOUTH
PARTICIPATION SUNDAY - we will be offering
a youth breakfast in the teen lounge at 10 am
conveniently sandwiched between our 2 services.
Stay after the 9 am or come early to the 11 am
and check in with friends over bagels & muffins.
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From the Choir Room

CHANCEL CHOIR
Chancel Choir will return to worship on Sunday,
September 10, with rehearsal at 9:30 am, for
11 am Worship. This year the choir schedule
begins on Sundays at 9:30 am for a rehearsal
and continues with an additional rehearsal from
12:20 to 1:00 pm. In addition to our weekly
performances of great choral music, we are
preparing for a November 5 concert celebrating
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
featuring the Adelphi Chamber Orchestra, and
for the many December musical events including
the Candlelight Carol Service on December 17.
There is no audition and no church affiliation
necessary to join the choir. Why not consider
lending your voice to this wonderful choir.
Members are needed in ALL voice parts.

PALISADES
PRESBYTERY
MEETING HERE
Elder Marcy Steele is presently
serving as the Moderator of the Presbytery of the
Palisades. By tradition, the moderator's home
church hosts the September Presbytery meeting.
On Tuesday, September 19, the stated meeting
of the Presbytery will take place in Elmore Hall.
A few volunteers to greet people, direct them
through the facility, setup, serve dinner, and
cleanup afterwards would be appreciated,
beginning at 3 pm that day. Please contact Rev.
Hong if you are willing to serve. Thank you!
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LABYRINTH ON
THE LAWN
Take time in the fall for a nice easy
WALK in back of the buildings on
the lawn. The Labyrinth provides a quiet place to
walk, pray and meditate. The indoor Labyrinth will
be open again on Friday, November 17, 4 - 7 pm
and on Saturday, the 18th from 12 noon to 4 pm.
September 2017

SEPTEMBER 2017 CALENDAR

Every Sunday
9:00 am
Crossroads Contemporary
Worship Service
11:00 am
Traditional
Worship Service &
Church School
Nursery/
child care
available from
10:30 am12:30 pm
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Office Hours
Monday:

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Tuesday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Wednesday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Thursday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Friday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm
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Staﬀ Extensions and E‐mail Addresses

Bookkeeper,
Analia Brown
x308
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org

Family Ministries Coordinator,
Felicia Arrigoitia
x302
felicia@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Associate,
Beth Morrison
beth@englewoodpres.org

Music Director,
David Macfarlane
x310
music@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Manager,
Danielle De Laurentis
x304
oﬃce@englewoodpres.org

Rev. Richard S. Hong
Cell: 973‐769‐0199
rich@englewoodpres.org

x306

x303

Director of Care Ministries,
Dorothy VanderWerf
x307
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org

April 5, 2015
Happy Easter
150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org
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