
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. Ordinarily applause is held until the 
conclusion of the Postlude. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, we invite you to 
wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a community that prays 
with and for one another, we invite you to share your joys and concerns by using  
the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those parts of the Service of Worship  
in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.                
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Three Vesper Antiphons Marcel Dupré 

  My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord 
  I am Black but Comely 
  How Fair and Pleasant Art Thou 

* HYMN 379 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  Solid Rock 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

  LIVE  boldly 

  SHARE  boundlessly 

  GROW  community 

  BUILD  God’s world 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, we confess that when we are faced with choices that affect 
how we live, we often do not choose your way. Forgive us when  
the choices we make reflect not your glory but our own selfishness. 
Forgive us when the choices we make contribute to our own 
prosperity while ignoring the needs of others. Gracious and loving 
God, strengthen us where we are weak with the renewing power  
of your Spirit, so that the choices we make will clearly reveal our 
identity as followers of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
 without end.  Amen, Amen.  

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

* HYMN 332 Live Into Hope  Truro 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Amos 5:18-24 

ANTHEM                     Keep Your Lamps Trimmed          arr. Andre Thomas 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. 
Children don’t get weary, til your work is done. 
Christian journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh. 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 25:1-13 

SERMON “Ready”        Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY It Is Well With My Soul arr. James Biery 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
 we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but  
 deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

   THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 15 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  Llangloffan 

* BENEDICTION   

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Gloria Marcel Dupre 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Organist Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) performed over 2000 recitals throughout 
Europe and North America including the complete works of Bach from memory. 
In 1934, Dupré succeeded Charles-Marie Widor as titular organist at St. Sulpice 
in Paris, a post he held until his death in 1971. Marcel Dupré's Fifteen 
Antiphons came into being as a set of improvisations played during the 
celebration of Vespers in Notre-Dame on 15 August 1919. An Englishman, 
Claude Johnson, the General Managing Director of Rolls-Royce, was attending 
Vespers. He was struck by the beauty of Dupré's music and wanted to buy a copy 
of it. On being told that it had been improvised, and therefore not written down, 
he at once persuaded Dupré to try to recapture his original inspiration and 
commissioned the set of 15 pieces. They appeared the following year. Stanley 
Drummond Wolff  (1916 –2004) was an English organist, choirmaster, 
composer, and music educator who was primarily active in North America. His 
compositional output primarily consists of anthems for choir and works for solo 
organ. In the 1980s he completed and published four volumes of hymns.  James 
Biery (born 1956) is an American organist, composer and conductor who is 
Minister of Music at Grosse Pointe Memorial Church (Presbyterian) in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Michigan, where he directs the choirs, plays the 66-rank Klais 
organ and oversees the music program of the church. Prior to this appointment 
Biery was music director for Cathedrals in St. Paul, Minnesota and Hartford, 
Connecticut. He his compositions for organs and for choir have won awards and 
are frequently performed. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Amos 5:18-24 (NRSV) 
 Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the 
day of the LORD? It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from  
a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand 
against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and 
grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of 
your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise  
of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream. 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 (NRSV) 
 Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took 
no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out  
to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 
lamps.8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord,  
lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.’13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.  
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Today’s Ushers are:  Ray Fields, Captain 

  Ulah Fields   Norma Francis         Arlene Mattis  Joanna O'Donovan 

 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Eunice Dartey. Eunice was born  
and raised in Ghana. She has been a cosmetologist and business owner  
in Englewood and Teaneck for 25 years. Eunice has one son and two  
grandchildren. 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee,  
Akira Fujitsuka, Paul Kang, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Hung-En Sung, Sheila Chen, John Fraser, Linda Heitner,  
J.B. Holderness, Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Kate Matsuda, Lizzy Palo, Beverly Rhinehart, Jean Rohloff,  
Michael Smolen, Jeff Spady, Lois Strauss. 
Co-Moderators: Rosetta Forshee & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong &  
Dorothy VanderWerf 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 
COFFEE & CONVERSATION in the Chapel at 10 a.m. and 12 noon will be 
hosted by the Dagdayan Family in honor of their son Joshua's Birthday! 
 
During Coffee & Conversation, visit the table marked AGE-FRIENDLY 
CONVERSATIONS with George and Carolyn Milne, Elena Sepulveda,  
Lee Caballero, and Dorothy VanderWerf with valuable information about 
TRANSPORTATION in Bergen County from the Conference they attended.  
Seniors and young adults with senior parents are invited to stop in for the 
information. 
 
Are you interested in BECOMING A MEMBER of First Presbyterian Church? 
Membership is simply an affirmation of your desire to declare that this is your  
church home at this time in your life. Persons wishing to join are invited to meet  
with members of the Session (church elders) TODAY at 12:15 pm in the East  
Room. New members will then be received in the service of your choosing on  
Sunday, November 19. 
 
KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY POTLUCK DINNERS are being held at 
various homes between Nov 11 and 18, sponsored by the Stewardship Committee. 
Signup online at fpce.us/fpcedinners2017  
 
CARE MINISTRIES Committee meets on Monday, November 13 at 3 p.m. in  
the Meeting Room. 
 
CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA meets on Wednesday, November 15 at 4 pm in the 
Chapel. Each session is $5.00. 
 
This Friday, November 17, spend a 2 - 3 hour shift between 9 am and 5 pm to help in 
Elmore Hall with the THANKSGIVING TURKEY DISTRIBUTION by Center 
for Food Action. Contact Melissa Gagnon to volunteer at mgagnon@cfanj.org. 
 
The indoor LABYRINTH is open for walking, meditation and prayer this Friday, 
November 17 from 4 - 7 p.m. and again on Saturday, November 18, from 12 noon  
to 4 p.m. Come, relax, enjoy some quiet moments of reflection and gratitude in this 
season of thanks - giving! 
 
On Saturday, November 18 when the LABYRINTH opens at 12 noon, there will  
be a brief READING by author Eugenia Koukounas of her new book, "On All My 
Relations." Eugenia a long-time Labyrinth walker and she writes about her spiritual 
experiences. All are welcome to join us and enjoy some refreshments, too, in the  
East Room. 
 
Next CHORUS REHEARSAL: November 19th at 10 am in the Children's  
Chorus Room.  
 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES  

DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 

BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 
ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER 

GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST - Come join your  
friends at FPC and reconnect over breakfast and a game of ping pong ! This 
particular breakfast day we will also be packing our college care boxes for our 
youth in college. Come join us! November 19th, 10 am in the Youth Lounge!  
 
There are only 4 GOD'S CREATION calendars left at $8.00 each.  Purchase at  
C & C in the Chapel. 
 
HEALTHY LIVING Resources are available in the Chapel: Senior Discounts,  
Right-sizing information, and a booklet with multiple copies about Memory Loss, 
Dementia, Alzheimer's Disease. 
 
 

UPCOMING  
 
Create an ADVENT WREATH with your family to bring the season into your 
home each week. Sunday, November 26th at 10 am in the Art Loft. Pre-registration 
required, plus a $10 supply fee. Please see/contact Felicia,  
if interested. (felicia@englewoodpres.org).  
 
On November 26th and December 3rd, the church school will be offering FAIR 
TRADE CHOCOLATE CALENDARS to mark the passing of the days leading 
up to Christmas. If you would like one, please speak to your child's small group 
leader.  
 
BAKERS NEEDED. A Bake Sale to benefit our Spark Hope fire recovery efforts 
will take place on Dec 3 & 10. Bakers are needed to donate items for sale. Please 
contact Sara Lee to help (fwlee287@gmail.com).  
 
 


