
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. Ordinarily applause is held until the 
conclusion of the Postlude. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, we invite you to 
wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a community that prays 
with and for one another, we invite you to share your joys and concerns by using  
the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those parts of the Service of Worship  
in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.                
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 662 Bach 

* HYMN 487 When Morning Gilds the Skies  Laudes Domini 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of mercy, God of grace, we acknowledge that yours is a love  
that freely gives without any strings attached.  We know we often fall 
into the snare of being legalistic about forgiveness.  Jesus tells us that 
 if we wish to be his disciples we are to place no limits on our mercy  
or our love.  Remind us that forgiveness is one of the most precious 
gifts that we can offer one another.  We ask this in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

  LIVE  boldly 

  SHARE  boundlessly 

  GROW  community 

  BUILD  God’s world 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
 without end.  Amen, Amen.  

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

* HYMN 347 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  Detroit 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 14:19-31 

ANTHEM O For a Closer Walk With God Stanford 
O for a closer walk with God, A calm and heavenly frame; 
A light to shine upon the road That leads me to the Lamb!  
Return, O holy dove, return, Sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn, And drove thee from my breast. 
So shall my walk be close with God, Calm and serene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road That leads me to the Lamb. 
      TEXT BY WILLIAM COWPER 



 

 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 18:21-35 

SERMON                                   “Plain”        Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY Abide With Me arr. Bertalot 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
 we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but  
 deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory, forever. Amen.  

   THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 344 Christ of the Upward Way  Sursum Corda 

* BENEDICTION   

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE  Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 664 Bach 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

"Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr" (Alone to God in the Highest be glory) is an early 
Lutheran hymn, with text and melody attributed to Nikolaus Decius. It was 
intended as a German version of the Gloria part of the Latin mass which Luther 
used in his revised Protestant liturgy.  Today’s organ voluntaries are taken from 
Bach’s compilation of his greatest chorale organ preludes, which he collected and 
published at his position in Leipzig, Germany around 1740. Many of them are 
reworkings of compositions from earilier in his career. BWV 662 is a setting in  
the French vocal style with an elaborately ornamented, almost operatic, melody 
that all but obscures the original tune. BWV 664 also disguises the tune, this  
time in the style of a delicate Baroque trio sonata. Only at the very end is the 
first phrase of the hymn tune heard in the pedal. John Bertalot (b. 1931) is  
a British organist and conductor. He most recently served at Trinity Church, 
Princeton and is the author of several standard texts on choral conducting.  
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Exodus 14:19-31 (NRSV) 
 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army  
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in 
front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between the 
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with 
the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other  
all night. 
 21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. he LORD  
drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea 
into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the 
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and 
on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, 
all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning 
watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged 
their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians 
said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them 
against Egypt.”26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand 
over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the 
Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry ground 
through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and 
on their left. 30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great 
work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 
the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.  
 

Matthew 18:21-35 (NRSV) 
 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of  
the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began 



  

 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the  
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him  
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went  
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his  
fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they  
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive  
your brother or sister from your heart.”  

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Today’s Ushers are: Eddy Farrell, Captain 

    Elisa Arguelles               Logan Beharry         Joshua Dagdayan      Avery DiMaria            
 

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Daniel Singh. Daniel is an 8th grader at 
Tenafly Middle School.  He lives in Tenafly with his parents and older sister.   
He enjoys spending time with family, playing soccer, photography and eating 
sandwiches. He loves animals especially dogs. 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee,  
Akira Fujitsuka, Paul Kang, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Hung-En Sung, Sheila Chen, John Fraser, Linda Heitner,  
J.B. Holderness, Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Kate Matsuda, Lizzy Palo, Beverly Rhinehart, Jean Rohloff,  
Michael Smolen, Jeff Spady, Lois Strauss. 
Co-Moderators: Rosetta Forshee & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong &  
Dorothy VanderWerf 



  

 



 

 



  

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 
Today Charlene Niland and Dorothy VanderWerf invite you to a HEALTHY 
LIVING Conversation in the Chapel during Coffee & Conversation at 10 am or  
12 noon focusing on resources for seniors and how scams are targeting seniors.  
Join us for this important discussion. 
 
CHOIR OPEN HOUSE - Everyone is invited to an open rehearsal and reception 
with the Chancel Choir following worship today in the choir room. If you have ever 
wanted to try sitting in with the choir, or are interested in joining, or are just curious, 
you are welcome to join us for refreshments, social time and singing. All voice parts 
are welcome and needed. No prior experience is necessary. 
 
STOP at Information Center in Elmore Hall or in the Chapel for an Updated  
Parish Directory, Spark Hope Gala flyer, September Newsletter, or Church School 
Registration Form.  
 
Other resources for HEALTHY LIVING are also available in the Chapel such as 
Discount Prescription Cards, Senior Center (SESCIL) programs and activities, The 
FIVE WISHES, Chore Service, LifeLine brochures, and List of Discounts for Seniors. 
 
THESE DAYS, a Daily Devotional for Living by Faith are now available for October 
to December in Elmore Hall and the Chapel. 
 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
The CARE MINISTRIES COMMITTEE meets on Monday, September 18,  
3 pm in the Meeting Room. 
 
SESSION meets on Wednesday, September 20 at 7:30 pm in the Meeting -  
East Room. 
 

 
UPCOMING  

 
On Thursday, September 28, you are invited to a TRANSPORTATION  
Mini-Conference at Crowne Plaza Hotel in Englewood. Pick up a flyer and  
register if interested in what options we have here in Bergen County. 
 
Look ahead to Sunday, October 1, for a program at 10 a.m. in the East Room on  
an Overview to LEARN MORE ABOUT MEMORY LOSS, ALZHEIMER'S 
DISEASE, and other forms of Dementia presented by Shelley Steiner of the 
Alzheimer's Association. Please register in the Chapel for the 10 am presentation  
or e-mail dorothyv@englewoodpres.org  



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES  

DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 

BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 
ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER 

GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


