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From the Pastor
Unity
here is
no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no
longer slave or
free, there is no
longer male and
female; for all of
you are one in
Christ Jesus."
– Galatians 3:28
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These days it seems really hard to say anything that isn't controversial. It feels as if we
are more divided than ever – which isn't true historically, but it feels worse than it has in a
long time.
The Church has not escaped its own divisions. The same issues that have engendered
significant social debate, such as racial injustice, LGBT rights, and gender equality have also
made their way into the Church. Pastors have been driven from pulpits, congregations have
left their denominations, etc.
The late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King famously lamented that "it is appalling that the
most segregated hour of Christian America is eleven o'clock on Sunday morning." The Presbyterian
Church (USA), like most mainline denominations, has struggled mightily with achieving
diversity. Our denomination is 90% Anglo, and 45% of our congregations are 100%
mono-racial.
We are an outlier within the Presbyterian Church (USA), which is evident every
Sunday. But I believe the key to this is staying focused on the Gospel. When you stay
focused on the Gospel, everything else recedes into the background. Unity in one thing
permits diversity in everything else. I believe that for many years, many churches functioned
as social clubs. Social clubs tend to find their unity in socioeconomic status. When that is the
unifying factor, things like faith become optional. When the church is a club, it no longer
matters what you believe, as long as you live in the right neighborhood or drive the right car.
When the Gospel is the unifying factor, it frees the church to live into the promise
of the Apostle Paul: "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:28)
Jesus challenged the disciples to declare who he was, and Peter responded by saying
"You are the Messiah [the Christ], the son of the living God." (Matthew 16:17) Jesus responded by
declaring that "on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it." (Matthew 16:18b) The Church is built on the rock of the proclamation that Jesus is
the Messiah.
I believe that our diversity is a sign of our faith. It means we are united by something
bigger than our ethnicity, the town we live in, our profession, or our income. We are united
by our faith in Jesus, and that always comes first.
Peace and blessings,

News for the Congregation

WOMEN’S CONNECT GROUP
PRESBYTERIAN 101
Not sure what Presbyterians believe? Join Pastor
Rich in the East Room on Tuesday, October 17
from 7 pm to 8:30 pm for a 90-minute discussion
of the history and basics of Presbyterian theology.

CONNECT GROUP LEADER
INTRO
Interested in being a Connect Group Facilitator?
Join Pastor Rich in the East Room on Thursday,
October 12 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm for a discussion
of the basics of leading a Connect Group. Being
willing to host and/or facilitate a Connect Group
is one of the strongest needs we have. Please
consider attending.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Our annual BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS service
will take place on Sunday, October 8 at 3 pm in the
Memorial Garden. Please bring your four-legged
friends of all kinds to a brief, casual service that
celebrates the wonder of all God’s creatures.
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At FPC, a group of women come together to grow
spiritually, support and encourage one another and
share our experiences. We invite all women who are
part of the FPC community to join by participating this
fall - our fifth DVD study session! We will be covering
God’s Story, Your Story: When His Become Yours by
Max Lucado for six weeks. We will meet in the East
Room at 7 pm on Wednesdays the following dates:
10/4
10/11
10/18
11/1
11/8
11/15

Questions, please contact: caryschweizer@gmail.com.

CROSSROADS MOVES TO 9 AM
Crossroads, our contemporary worship, has moved
to 9 am in Elmore Hall. Lively, upbeat, and very
casual, Crossroads features the best in Contemporary
Christian Music from such artists as Hillsong United,
Chris Tomlin, Jesus Culture, and Phil Wickham. Our
band includes Margot Bennett (lead vocals), Daniel
Atencio (guitar/vocals), Scott Morley (piano/vocals)
and Michael D'Agostino (drums). Rev. Hong will
deliver the same message as at the 11 am service. The
service also includes a Time with Children after
which the children leave for Church School. The
service will be live-streamed at fpce.live. Come
check it out!
October 2017

Care Ministries
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring

HEALTHY LIVING
RESOURCES AVAILABLE
FOR ALL AGES
We have so many helpful resources available in
the Chapel for all ages: a list of Senior Discounts,
Five Wishes, what you can avoid about scams,
discount prescription cards, Senior Centers in
the area. Take advantage of the many resources
we have in Bergen County.

CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA
CLASS IN OCTOBER
Care Ministries sponsor Chair-Assisted Yoga Class
on Wednesdays, October 11, 18, and 25 at 4 pm
in the Chapel with Analia Brown, Certified Yoga
Instructor-200. Registration is necessary with a
minimum fee of $5.00 per session. Chair Yoga
includes breathing exercises, relaxation tips,
stretches to improve our strength, flexibility, and
well-being in a mindful way.

FPC Mobilize for Mission:
Build God’s World

ALZHEIMER'S 101
On Sunday, October 1 at 10 am, Shelley
Steiner, LSW, of the Alzheimer's New Jersey
Association, will provide a comprehensive
overview for anyone who wants to learn about
memory loss, Alzheimer's disease, and other
forms of dementia, also information about risk
factors and warning signs, steps to obtain a
diagnosis, and treatment options. Pre-registration
is very helpful. Sign up in the Chapel or Elmore
Hall or e-mail dorothyv@englewoodpres.org.
Come after 9 am or before 11 am Worship
Service.
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JAN HUS MEN'S
CLOTHING DRIVE
From September 24 through October 22, we
will collect MEN'S CLOTHING (everything
from undergarments to outerwear) for the
homeless through the Urban Outreach
Center of our mission partner, Jan Hus
Presbyterian Church in NYC. No women's
or children's clothing, (although women's
undergarments will be accepted). If you
would prefer. you may make monetary
donations (put Jan Hus in the memo line)
that we will use to purchase new undergarments to be donated. For more information,
contact Charlene Niland or David Johnson.
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FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

SAVE THE DATE!
PUMPKIN FEST
PUMPKINS ARE COMING!
The pumpkins for our well loved pumpkin patch will
be arriving on October 14th and are scheduled for
delivery at 2 pm. The saying "Many hands make light
work" will be very true that day! Please contact me
at felicia@englewoodpres.org so I know you will be
helping out! There are also signup sheets in the chapel
and outside Elmore Hall! If we get a lot of helpers, we
should be able to unload them all in less than 2 hours!
Can I bribe you with tasty pumpkin treats?

October 21st from 11 am - 2 pm
Pumpkin Fest returns and promises to be a fun
FPC and Community event! There will be a musical
magic show, face painting, pumpkin carving, stories
in the patch, food and more! Please carve out time
from your busy schedule to share some of the day
with us!

PATCH HELPERS WANTED
We will be hosting the pumpkins for 2 1/2 weeks and
for more than 110 hours! The success and return of
the pumpkins relies on YOU. I will be scheduling the
"patch hours" in increments of 2-3 hours. Use your
"patch time" to catch up with a friend, Bring your child
(or parent) & play a game in between sales… Bring your
doggie to share the time...Meet someone new! Please
send me the time and days you are available
felicia@englewoodpres.org and I will enter it in the
schedule. Please look in person for updates to the
schedule on the Family Ministries bulletin board, just
outside the church office. Thank you in advance for
making this a fun and successful event!

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES
We need college student addresses!! Even though
"Family Ministries" ranges from nursery to high
school, there is a long and well loved tradition
of sending care packages to our students, who
are now in college. As addresses change annually,
we need your assistance in acquiring correct
information. If you have a student that would
love an FPC "hello", please contact the Family
Ministries office, so we can be sure they receive
a box from their church family!
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CHILDREN’S
VOICES
WANTED!
We are forming a children’s singing group to share
song during worship for this Christmas season. If your
child would be interested in participating – Send me
an email: Felicia@englewoodpres.org. Every first,
third, and fifth Sunday beginning October 1st.
October 2017

JOHNSONBURG RETREATS
Camp Johnsonburg leads a series of programmed
retreats and events every year. Johnsonburg
retreats are an excellent opportunity for your
youth to connect with youth from other areas.
In addition to the program, each retreat also
includes seasonally appropriate opportunities
to participate in various camp activities.
Upcoming dates:
High School Retreat November 17-19, 2017
Middle School Retreat December 1-3, 2017
Please contact Felicia to sign up!

ORANGE FOR OCTOBER
First Look
(Nursery & Pre-K)
Our littlest friends this month are learning stories
about David and how even when his life zigged
and zagged - God was always there to help him.
252
(Elementary)
Our focus this month is STEWARDSHIP
Taking care of what you have because it belongs
to God.
Xp3
(Middle Schoolers)
Our series this month is: "REALITY SHOW"
A three week series about how when we feel our
families are fractured, frustrating, and full of drama, we can choose to improve our attitudes toward them by acting with compassion, love,
forgiveness, and respect.

YOUTH LAY LEADERS &
USHERS
The third Sunday of every month our Youth
(grade 6 thru 12 ) have the opportunity to serve
the FPC community by being ushers (at both
services) and lay assistant (at the 11 o'clock) If
you are interested, reach out to Felicia, who
can add you to the schedule!

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
HIGH SCHOOL MEET-UP
BREAKFAST

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Once again our mission committee is collecting
clothing for Jan Hus. Youth able to help carry
clothing to the mission closet each Sunday,
would be very much appreciated. Potential confirmands this could be you... For more info
please see Felicia. A trip to Jan Hus to deliver
clothing and feed the homeless is coming
up...stay tuned for the finalized date!!

Third Sunday of each month, we will have a youth
breakfast for all middle and high school students
in the upstairs youth lounge from 10 - 11 am.
Stay after the 9 am or come early to 11 am service
and connect with your FPC friends over bagels
and muffins. See you there!!!
First Press
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From the Choir Room

NOVEMBER CHOIR
CONCERT
On Sunday, November 5, at 4 pm the Adelphi
Chamber Orchestra will join the Chancel Choir
and soloists for a concert commemorating the
500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
Featuring music based on the Lutheran chorale
“A Mighty Fortress,” the concert will include
cantatas by Bach, a Reger organ fantasy on the
same chorale, and the Brandenburg Concerto No.
1. Music of the Reformation culminated in the
church works of Johann Sebastian Bach, and we
will be celebrating this anniversary in Elmore Hall
hearing works that he himself played for the
occasion. Tickets are $15 at the door.

GOD'S CREATION WALL
CALENDARS FOR 2018
These beautiful wall calendars are available for
sale again this year at only $8.00 each with beautiful
photographs and Scriptures. The Care Ministries
Committee sponsors the sale beginning on
Sunday, October 8. in the Chapel during Coffee &
Conversation at 10 am and 12 noon.

THESE DAYS
THESE DAYS, a daily devotional for Living by
Faith, for October, November, and December is
now available in the Chapel and Elmore Hall.
It is published quarterly by the Presbyterians.
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LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN
Take time in the fall for a nice easy WALK in back
of the buildings on the lawn. The Labyrinth provides
a quiet place to walk, pray and meditate. The
indoor Labyrinth will be open again on Friday,
November 17, 4 - 7 pm and on Saturday, the 18th
from 12 noon to 4 pm.
September 2017

OCTOBER 2017 CALENDAR

** Please note correct date, October 21st

21

Every Sunday
9:00 am
Crossroads Contemporary
Worship Service
11:00 am
Traditional
Worship Service &
Church School
Nursery/
child care
available from
8:30 am12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation
10:00 am and 12 noon
First Press

Office Hours
Monday:

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Tuesday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Wednesday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Thursday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Friday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm
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Staﬀ Extensions and E‐mail Addresses

Bookkeeper,
Analia Brown
x308
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org

Director of Family Ministries
Felicia Arrigoitia
x302
felicia@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Associate,
Beth Morrison
beth@englewoodpres.org

Music Director,
David Macfarlane
x310
music@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Manager,
Danielle De Laurentis
x304
oﬃce@englewoodpres.org

Rev. Richard S. Hong
Cell: 973‐769‐0199
rich@englewoodpres.org

x306

x303

Director of Care Ministries,
Dorothy VanderWerf
x307
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org

April 5, 2015
Happy Easter
150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org
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