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From the Pastor

Gratitude

In a few weeks we will be celebrating Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a time when
everyone is asked to count their blessings. Is this a bad thing? Of course not. We should
count our blessings. But every year, for many people that count will come up short. For
many families, that count will come up short in the worst possible way: the empty seat at
the Thanksgiving table that should have been filled by a loved one.

ejoice
in the Lord always;
again I will say,
rejoice.
– Philippians 4:4

And yet we will give thanks. But this isn’t about paying attention only to the
positives in our lives and ignoring the negatives. To do so would disrespect the profound
sense of loss and fear that so many are experiencing. To think that God doesn’t care about
our pain and fear would discredit God.
Gratitude is not just “happy talk” that sees only one side of what we are feeling.
When Jesus announced his mission, he read from Isaiah and said that he had been anointed
“to bring good news to the poor … to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor” (Luke 4:18-19). Oppression
and freedom. Blindness and vision. Gratitude is seeing hardship and recovery together and
knowing that God hears our cries when we are at the low points of our lives.
Of course, God calls us to rethink our priorities and focus on the things that
matter most to God. When God gave the liberated Israelites the Ten Commandments,
the purpose was both to show them how to live in a new way and to remind them of what
life was like before. To live by God’s instruction is to become a nation that is anti-Pharaoh;
to violate God’s instruction is to return to the ways of Pharaoh.
Gratitude is a way of life. Not in terms of having a mindlessly sunny disposition,
but living in a way that demonstrates confidence that God has been with us before and
will remain with us in the future. Gratitude doesn’t ignore hardship as if it isn’t there.
Gratitude comes when we can feel pain, cry out, and know that our cries are heard.
Gratitude is when we hear the cries of others and let them know that we hear them.
Gratitude is knowing that God is with us, hears us, and will never abandon us.
And so we will give thanks.

Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation

BECOME A MEMBER OF FPC!
If you've been attending FPC but have not become a
member, maybe it's time! MEMBERSHIP is your
affirmation that FPC is your church home for this
season of your life. All you need to do is affirm your
faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Those
interested are invited to meet with members of the
Session (governing board) after either service on
Sunday, Nov 3 in the Meeting Room. If you are
available, you would then be acknowledged in
worship on Sunday, Nov 10. If you have questions,
please ask Pastor Rich in-person or by email
at rich@englewoodpres.org.

FPC Family Ministries

Thank You
THANKS!
Thank you to everyone who helped make our
"Pumpkins with a Purpose" effort a success! Thank
you to all who showed up to unload the large truck,
sat in the patch in all types of weather, and who
shared time at Pumpkin Fest setting up, serving,
greeting etc. We are so grateful for the continual
support to make our programs successful!!

JAN HUS IN NOVEMBER
Tuesday, November 26, 4 pm

GENERATIONS
Tuesday, November 12 at 7 pm in the Chapel
Are millennials entitled? Are Boomers stuck in their
ways? Some of the myths you've heard are true - but
much of what you've heard about generational
differences are not. Learn about GENERATIONS
with Pastor Rich on Tuesday, November 12 at 7 pm
in the Chapel. We will watch a video by Jason Dorsey,
founder of the Center for Generational Kinetics,
and discuss it. You'll find this both entertaining
and informative!

AGE-FRIENDLY ENGLEWOOD
Before Dorothy VanderWerf retired, she represented FPC
in the organization, Age-Friendly Englewood. I am now
representing us in her place. I attend meetings and receive
emails offering information on various subjects such as
safety, medical, and recreational resources for seniors. I
am comprising a list of emails for all who would like to
receive this information, or know others who might be
interested. Please email me at: nbeau8848@aol.com if you
would like to be on this list or see me at church. I can
also obtain a book of resources in Bergen County for
those interested. Natalie Beaumont
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We are going to serve dinner to the homeless at
Jan Hus on Tuesday, November 26. If you are
interested in meeting us to carpool into the city
at 4 pm, please email Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

POWER OF ATTORNEY
PRESENTATION
"What is a power of attorney? What are the
different types of powers of attorney? Who
needs one? What is a living will? Why would
I need one? Do my parents need one?" You will
get the answers to these questions on November
10 after either the 9 am and 11 am services
in the Chapel. This event is courtesy of the
Stewardship Committee We will have a local
attorney answering all of your questions
about powers of attorney and living wills.
Refreshments will be served.
November 2019

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

TEEN FRIDAYS: DINNER-FAITH-FUN
We invite all high school youth to bring a friend
to dinner with us. We prep, cook and share a meal
together! Every 2nd and 4th Friday night of the
month from 7- 9 pm in the Elmore hall kitchen.
Upcoming dates: November 8, November 22,
December 13. Contact Felicia@Englewoodpres.org
to RSVP.

GAME NIGHT
Friday, November 15, 6 pm in the Art Loft
Take time to pause & reconnect with your own
family and meet other families too! Friday, Nov. 15
at 6 - 8 pm in the Art Loft. Refreshments will be
served. If possible bring something to share! RSVP
to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org. All are welcome!

YOUTH PARTICIPATION
Every third Sunday, our youth have the opportunity
to serve as lay assistants and greeters. If you are in
6th grade or older and want to learn more, please
email Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

ORANGE IN NOVEMBER
FIRST LOOK (pre-K)
THANKFULNESS
Learning to be thankful
for everything!

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL
BREAKFAST
Sunday, November 17, 10 am in the Youth Lounge
Meet up with your fellow FPC friends for breakfast
in the Youth Lounge. This is strategically placed
after the 9 am and before the 11 am service, so all
are able to attend. Open to 6th grade and up! Bring
a friend with you!

252 (K-5)
HONOR
Letting someone
know you see how valuable
they really are.
XP3 (6-8 Gr)
CIRCLES
A 3-week series
about friendship.
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SAVE THESE DATES FOR
HOLIDAY FUN
Carols and Cookies - December 6 at 6 pm
Family Jingle Jam - December 20 at 6:30 pm
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F I R ST P R E SB Y T E RI A N
C H U R C H O F E N G L E W OO D

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

NOVEMBER 2019 CALENDAR

Every Sunday

9:00 am: Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School
11:00 am: Traditional Choral | Service & Church School
Nursery / child care available from 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon

