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From the Pastor

Foundational
he fear
of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom."
– Psalm 111:10a

Our pumpkin patch is a great way to meet people. And one of the questions I
would get is, "What do Presbyterians believe?" (as opposed to Roman Catholicism, or
whatever their faith tradition is). We also dealt with this in our Presbyterian 101 adult
education class, which brought forth many great questions.
There are some primary Presbyterian beliefs. We believe in the sovereignty of God –
that all unfolds according to God's will. We believe that people have a direct relationship
with God that is not mediated by the church.
The formation of denominations was largely the result of differences on profound
theological questions: how do we attain eternal life? Can we lose our salvation? Should
we baptize infants or wait until they reach the age of decision? Most of the world's
denominations trace their theology to the permutations of possible answers to a handful
of core questions.
But most people seem to think that faith is about living an ethical life. Ethics is
just an end product. The source of those ethics is what we believe about God. Lay a weak
foundation, and your ethics ultimately rest on nothing.
One of my favorite stories is that years ago I was in a meeting of community
leaders. One of them said to me, "you're in the compassion business." I said "No, I'm in
the truth business. If we show compassion, it is because truth demands it." Our compassion
does not flow from sympathy, it flows from knowing that each person was created in the
image of God.
Sometimes the foundation seems disconnected from the result. For example, a
baseball pitcher trains by doing a lot of running. That may seem odd, because they throw
with their arms. But the strength of their pitches comes from their legs.
Our core theology may seem arcane. The topics may not seem germane. But all
the good we do flows from our theology. If you want to improve the way you live, or the
way your children will live, work on the basics. A strong foundation is everything.
Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation

DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS
Do you have trouble with Difficult Conversations?
Join Pastor Rich on Thursday, November 15 at
7 pm in the East Room for a video presentation
by Sheila Heen of the Harvard Negotiation Project,
followed by discussion. Learn why so many
emotionally-charged conversations are fruitless.
By understanding the universal structure of difficult
conversations, you can learn to see both sides of the
situation and perhaps defuse it.

From the Choir Room

CHRISTMAS
CANDLELIGHT CHOIR
The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing
music for the Candlelight Carol Service after
worship on November 11. If you would like
to sing in the choir for this event come to
rehearsals on Sundays at 12:20 pm in the
choir room. The service will take place this
year on December 16 at 4 pm.

LABYRINTH

STEWARDSHIP PRESENTATION
Please join us after the 9 or 11 service on either
November 4 or 11 for a presentation by your
Stewardship Committee. At this interactive,
entertaining presentation you will learn about
the church's progress during the past several years,
where we are headed and how you can help us get
there. No need to RSVP, just show up in the chapel
during coffee and conversation after either service.
Refreshments will be served. - Cary Schweizer and
Paul Platek, Co-Chairs of the Stewardship Committee

The Labyrinth Committee is happy
to announce that the Labyrinth will
be open for walking in the Chapel Friday,
November 30 from 4 - 7pm, Saturday, December 1
from noon through 4pm, and Monday, December 31
(New Year’s Eve) from 7 - 11pm. Take time to relax
and reflect before the Advent season and to start the
New Year off thoughtfully.

LAST CALL FOR COLLEGE
ADDRESSES!

THANK YOU!

We will be creating the care packages for our youth
in college, If you want to have one sent to a
student you know, please send address to
Felicia@englewoodpres.org by November 18.

Thanks to all of the volunteers that unloaded the
pumpkin truck, staffed our pumpkin patch and
shared their time at Pumpkin Fest!! We are so
grateful for your gift of time and your support!
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FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT:
"SING"
Friday, November 16 starting at 6:30 pm in
the chapel. Join your FPC family for fun at
the movies. For more info, contact Felicia at
Felicia@englewoodpres.org.

SAVE THE DATE FOR
COOKIES AND CAROLS
Cookies and Carols will on Friday, December 7
beginning at 6:30 pm. Bring your family and friends
to our FPC Christmas party! Enjoy dinner prepared
by Pastor Rich then join in decorating cookies,
making Christmas ornaments, singing carols and
our cookie exchange!

ORANGE CURRICULUM
FIRST LOOK (pre-K)
HAPPY HELPERS CLUB
Our youngest friends are learning
to be grateful for the helpers in
their life!

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST
Come meet up for breakfast and help pack the
care packages for our college students!
November 18, 10 am in the youth lounge.

252 (K-5)

XP3 (6-8 Gr)

COOPERATION - Elementary
students are learning how God
brought people together to
accomplish something big for
Him.
OVER IT - Forgiveness changes
not only others, but ourselves.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
JOSHUA DAGADAYAN
Josh recently competed in the 20th Annual
Scholastic Olympics placing 2nd in the Art Division
out of the twenty one Catholic schools represented
from Bergen and Rockland counties. Congrats!
First Press

TRIP
POSTPONED
Our trip to the Liberty Science Center has been
postponed. Due to the fact that offices are closed, but
schools are not, we are postponing the Liberty Science
trip until early next year, when we can have a large
group attend!
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F I R ST P R E SB Y T E RI A N
C H U R C H O F E N G L E W OO D

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

NOVEMBER 2018 CALENDAR

Every Sunday

9:00 am: Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School
11:00 am: Traditional Choral | Service & Church School
Nursery / child care available from 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon

