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 Okay, so I am dating myself when I say that I remember bumper stickers that said 
"Honk if you love Jesus!" You don't see them much anymore; the original seems to date to 
about 1971. In all those years, I never saw anyone see it and honk their horn. Maybe it was 
the word "love" that deterred them. 

 After all, it didn't say "Honk if you believe in Jesus." Or "honk if you accept Jesus as 
your Lord and Savior" (which would require a larger bumper). The question was whether you 
"love" Jesus. 

 What does it mean to love Jesus? We can argue about what love means, and we can 
dissect the fact that the Greek language of the New Testament had four different words for 
"love", but we cannot escape the fact that love is a term of emotion. Love is not a conclusion 
that we reach by logic. Love is irrational. Love makes us do irrational things.  

 I remember Leonard Sweet, prolific Christian author and professor of evangelism at 
Drew Theological School, speaking at a conference. He decided to begin his talk – to over 
1,000 attendees – by singing Patsy Cline's "Crazy" and changing the words to: "I'm crazy … 
crazy in love with Jesus!" It was irrational – especially since (with apologies to Professor Sweet) 
he isn't a singer. But that was the point. It wasn't logical. He was willing to be embarrassed. 
He just wanted to express his love for Jesus. 

 Do you love Jesus? How would that be visible? Think about the craziest thing you ever 
did for someone you love. Are you willing to go just as far for Jesus? Are you willing to be 
embarrassed by your devotion?  

 When asked about how to inherit eternal life, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy and 
answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind" (Luke 10:27a). Love the Lord. And how do 
you love the Lord? With your heart first. Mind is last. Yet we often come to faith with a mind-
first, heart-last, approach. 

 I think this needs to change. We need to love Jesus. We need to let our love for  
Jesus sweep us off our feet. We need to let love lead us to do irrational things and to take 
inordinate risks, all for the sake of Jesus. Don't just believe in Jesus. Love Jesus.  

Peace and blessings, 
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News for the Congregation 

INTERESTED IN 
MEMBERSHIP? 
Are you interested in BECOMING A MEMBER of 
First Presbyterian Church? Membership is simply an 
affirmation of your desire to declare that this is your 
church home at this time in your life. Persons 
wishing to join are invited to meet with members  
of the Session (church elders) on Sunday, 
November 12 at either 10 am or 12 pm, in the East 
Room. New members will then be received in the 
service of your choosing on Sunday, November 19. 

CROSSROADS IS AT 9 AM 
 

Crossroads, our contemporary worship, has moved 
to 9 am in Elmore Hall. Lively, upbeat, and very 
casual, Crossroads features the best in Contemporary 
Christian Music from such artists as Hillsong United, 
Chris Tomlin, Jesus Culture, and Phil Wickham.  
Our band includes Margot Bennett (lead vocals), 
Daniel Atencio (guitar/vocals), Scott Morley (piano/
vocals) and Michael D'Agostino (drums). Rev. Hong 
will deliver the same message as at the 11 am service.  
The service also includes a Time with Children after  
which the children leave for Church School. The 
service will be live-streamed at fpce.live. Come  
check it out! 

WOMEN’S CONNECT GROUP 
At FPC, a group of women come together to grow 
spiritually, support and encourage one another  
and share our experiences.  We invite all women  
who are part of the FPC community to join by 
participating this fall - our fifth DVD study session!   
We will be covering God’s Story, Your Story:   
When His Become Yours by Max Lucado for six  
weeks.  We will meet in the East Room at 7 pm  
on Wednesdays the following dates:   
11/1 
11/8 
11/15  
 

Questions, please contact:  
caryschweizer@gmail.com.  

LABYRINTH OPEN IN 
CHAPEL IN NOVEMBER 
The indoor LABYRINTH will be open for walking, 
meditation and prayer in the Chapel on Friday, 
November 17, 4 - 7 pm and on Saturday, November 
18, 12 noon - 4 pm. It's a perfect time just before 
Thanksgiving to spend an hour being thankful for 
our blessings, pray for others as we walk the winding 
path with its twists and turns, a metaphor for life. 
Enter the labyrinth through the East Room, enjoy 
the quiet time with candles and music in our 
beautiful Chapel.  
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Care Ministries 
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring 

 

 

 

 

HEALTHY LIVING  
RESOURCES AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL AGES 
We have so many helpful resources available in 
the Chapel for all ages: a list of Senior Discounts, 
Five Wishes, what you can avoid about scams,  
discount prescription cards, Senior Centers in  
the area. Take advantage of the many resources  
we have in Bergen County.  

CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA 
CONTINUES 
More are welcome to join three more classes of 
CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA on Wednesdays,  
November 1, 8, and 15 at 4 p.m. in the Chapel led 
by Analia Brown, a certified Yoga instructor.  
Each session is only $5 per person. Chair Yoga is 
relaxing, energizing, good exercising with gentle 
and fun movements. Register at the Information 
Centers or call the church office.  

VOLUNTEER WITH  
TAKE-A-BREAK! 
Are you personable, caring, and love a dynamic, 
volunteer environment? Hackensack Meridian 
Health has a unique volunteer opportunity  
for you! Through the Take-A-Break Program,  
volunteers bring warmth and compassion to  
the Emergency & Trauma Center (ETC).  
With extensive training, volunteers help support  
patients and their loved ones by: providing respite 
for family members, conversing with patients, and 
communicating with ETC staff. (Volunteers must 
be 18 years or older). For more information, 
please contact Leanne Davidson at 
Leanne.Davidson@hackensackmeridian.org  
or Caryn Loffman at 
Caryn.Loffman@hackensackmeridian.org. 

HOSTING HOMELESS 
WORKING FAMILIES IN  
DECEMBER 
Our Family Promise Team will be hosting  
Homeless Working Families for a week from  
Sunday, December 24 to Saturday, December  
30 at Leonia United Methodist Church. We  
invite members and friends to help host these 
families with either staying overnight, providing 
dinner, or breakfast and lunch items. We host 
with the Leonia United Methodist, Leonia  
Presbyterian, St. Paul's Episcopal, and Metro 
Community Church. If you can help, please 
speak with Natalie Beaumont or Dorothy 
VanderWerf. There will also be a sign-up at  
the church to indicate how you can serve in  
this important mission.  
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PUMPKIN  
PATCH &  
PUMPKIN FEST 
THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to all the  
participants and  
volunteers that helped 
make Pumpkin Fest  

a success! We are so grateful for your support!  

ADVENT WREATH-  
MAKING WORKSHOP 
Create an advent wreath with your family to 
bring the season into your home each week. 
Sunday, November 26th @10 am in the Art  
Loft (upstairs) Pre-registration is required, as  
well as a $10 supply fee. Please email Felicia,  
if interested. 

FPC Family Ministries 
Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

NOVEMBER’S  
MIDDLE SCHOOL AND  
HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST 
We again are hosting a breakfast for all students  
6th - 12th grade on Youth participation Sundays  
(3rd Sunday of each month) placed intentionally 
between the 2 services, so that whether you are 
worshiping at 9 am or 11 am you can join in and 
catch up with your FPC Friends! See you there  
at 10 am, November 19th in the youth lounge!  

CHILDREN’S CHORUS 
Our children's chorus is in full swing! 
Practice dates for the month of November are:  
November 5 & 19 in the Children's Chorus room @ 
10 am!  

FAIR TRADE CHOCOLATE  
ADVENT CALENDARS 
A delectable Christmas countdown! Each window of  
the advent calendar reveals a portion of the Christmas 
story - and yields a scrumptious, melt-in-your-mouth 
milk chocolate heart. 5% of sales from this Advent  
Calendar will go towards empowerment initiatives for 
the women cocoa farmers of Kuapa Kokoo in Ghana. 
To learn more look in to: http://
www.divinechocolate.com/us/about-us/divine-story  
We are accepting preorders. Please email me at feli-
cia@englewoodpres.org to reserve your calendar.  



 

CHRISTMAS PREVIEW! 
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ORANGE IN NOVEMBER 

First Look: (Nursery & Pre-K) 
Our littlest friends this month are learning a "Recipe of Thanks" because we want 
our preschoolers to learn how to have thankful hearts. 

252 (Elementary) 
Our focus this month is GRATITUDE. Through the month, we’ll help kids refocus on all that God has done for 
them. Because when you know what God has done for you, YOU CAN BE THANKFUL—ALWAYS. 

Xp3 (Middle Schoolers) 
Our series this month is THROUGH THE DARKNESS. This 3 week series explores how at some point, we will all 
find ourselves in or around a tragedy, but being there doesn’t mean we have to stay there. There’s a way through the 
darkness to the other side, to healing— and we’ll get there by trusting the One who is leading us. A three week series 
about how when we feel our families are fractured, frustrating, and full of drama, we can choose to improve our 
attitudes toward them by acting with compassion, love, forgiveness, and respect. 

DECEMBER MUSIC EVENTS 
 

Carols and Cookies 

Friday, December 8 at 6:30 pm 
 

Enjoy a evening of food, fun and caroling for all our families.  
 
 
 

105th Candlelight Carol Service  
Sunday, December 17 at 4:00 pm 
 

The highlight of the Christmas season is this beautiful service presented at 
our church for the 105th consecutive year.  The music will include carols old, 
new and traditional, audience sing-along and the singing of “Silent Night” 
and candle lighting. Our Chancel Choir and soloists will be accompanied by 
brass quintet, harp, flute and percussion. Invite your friends to share in the 
beautiful music of the season and come early for best seating. 

Christmas Preview! 

SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

Our beautiful Christmas programs are made possible by the generosity of  
donors to the Music Fund. This fund currently does not have an adequate  
balance to cover the expense of our magnificent brass quartet and other  
instruments for the upcoming Christmas programs. Donations are desperately 
needed so that our tradition of having the most beautiful music in the county  
can continue uninterrupted. Donations may be left at the office or see David 
Macfarlane about sponsoring individual instruments for one of our Christmas 
Programs. Thank you for your generosity. 



 

NOVEMBER CHOIR  
AND ORCHESTRA  

CONCERT 
 

On Sunday, November 5, at 4 pm the Adelphi 
Chamber Orchestra will join the Chancel Choir 
and soloists for a concert commemorating the 
500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 
Featuring music based on the Lutheran chorale  
“A Mighty Fortress,” the concert will include  
cantatas by Bach, a Reger organ fantasy on the 
same chorale, and the Brandenburg Concerto  
No. 1. Music of the Reformation culminated in  
the church works of Johann Sebastian Bach, and 
we will be celebrating this anniversary in Elmore  
Hall hearing works that he himself played for the 
occasion. Tickets are $20 at the door.  
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From the Choir Room 

TRANSPORTATION  
OPTIONS IN  
BERGEN COUNTY 

On Sunday, November 12, join the Healthy Living 
Conversation during Coffee & Conversation 
in the Chapel at 10 am or 12 noon to learn about  
the options for transportation in our county from  
Community Transportation, GoGoGrandparent,  
ITN North Jersey to Ryde4Life and more. 

GOD'S CREATION WALL 
CALENDARS AVAILABLE  
A beautiful wall calendar for 2018 with outstanding 
pictures of God's creation and Scriptures for each 
week have been a popular sell-out here at the church. 
The Care Ministries Committee is selling them this 
year for only $8.00 in the Chapel on Sundays. 
Purchase one for a gift or for your personal use.  

CHRISTMAS  
CANDLELIGHT CHOIR 
 

The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing music 
for the Candlelight Carol Service after worship 
on November 12. If you would like to sing in  
the choir for this event come to rehearsals on 
Sundays at 12:20 pm in the choir room. The 
service will take place this year on December 17 
at 4 pm. 
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NOVEMBER 2017 CALENDAR  

  

9:00 am  
Crossroads Contemporary 

Worship Service 
 

11:00 am  
Traditional  

Worship Service &  
Church School 

 

Nursery/ 
child care  

available from  
8:30 am- 
12:30 pm 

 

Coffee & Conversation 
10:00 am and 12 noon 

Every Sunday 

 

 
 

Monday:     10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Tuesday:          9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Wednesday:    9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Thursday:         9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Friday:                 9:45 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Office Hours 



 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 
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Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 
rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org 
 
Director of Family Ministries  
Felicia Arrigoitia  x302 
 felicia@englewoodpres.org 
 
Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 

 
 

 

Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x304 
 office@englewoodpres.org 
 

Office Associate,  
Beth Morrison  x303     
beth@englewoodpres.org 
 

Bookkeeper,  
Analia Brown  x308     
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 
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