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From the Pastor
Extraordinary
single
act of courage is
often the catalyst
for extraordinary.
– Andy Stanley

I just returned from my annual trip to Catalyst West, an evangelical leadership
conference that always inspires me, refreshes me, and informs me. Over 3,000 church leaders
attended. The theme of this year's conference was "courage".
Sometimes we are courageous because we have no other choice. Just a couple of days
ago there was a horrific shooting in a Waffle House outside Nashville. The man who disarmed
the gunman, James Shaw, Jr., disclaims his status as a hero; even though his bravery saved
many more lives, he said: "I was just trying to save my life." He was courageous – a hero – but he
recognized that his choice was one of desperation.
One of the points made at the conference is that the most courageous choices can be
ones we make when we don't have to. Sometimes the status quo is okay, so we lack the courage
to pursue something better. It takes courage to leave comfort.
They had fun activities during break times to let us practice being recreationally
courageous. I got to spin two wheels, each with odd (but edible) liquids. Whatever came up,
they would mix together and I could drink it. I drew clam juice and pickle juice. Do not try this
at home. I didn't have to participate, and that was the point.
The decision to move forward, to try something bold, even when we don't have to, is
possible because we worship a God who is with us. As Scripture tells us, "Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you
nor forsake you" (Deuteronomy 31:6, NIV).
When we take a courageous step, we don't know what might result. As Andy Stanley
said at the conference: "A single act of courage is often the catalyst for extraordinary." Ordinary people
lead ordinary lives because they make ordinary decisions.
If you want to lead an extraordinary life, make the extraordinary decision. Be bold. Act
with courage. Few do. Be one of the few. Be extraordinary. And know that God goes with you.
Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation
DOROTHY'S
RETIREMENT
CELEBRATION

D

ear Friends at FPC,

What a first-class wonderful
Retirement Celebration!

Thank you to Peter Bigler, to his committee,
and to so many others who planned this
excellent and fun event! Thanks to Rev.
Hong for his generous support and
leadership. It was an awesome evening
with so many attending, a great dinner
and delicious cake uniquely decorated with
names of community organizations that we
have worked with. Thanks also to all who
shared kind words of appreciation
highlighting many programs and activities
we experienced through the years. I am also
grateful for the poster with notes of appreciation, even
some with retirement advice, for the beautiful flowers,
for your generous monetary gift, for a great song by
three directors of the Presby Players, for the video
presentation by many young adults who actively led
our Youth Group!
You are a gracious and generous congregation and I
thank you for sharing your gifts of leadership and
participation during our years together!
I wrote in the 1995 May Newsletter, "My heart is full of
joy and gratitude for your invitation to join the Staff
Team." I am still rejoicing in the years of mission and
ministry with you! In clearing out my folders and files
early this year, I enjoyed remembering the PEOPLE.
the programs and activities that marked our journey of
CONNECTING, Coordinating, Communicating. God
has richly blessed us.

From the Choir Room
KUDOS
The Chancel Choir puts
in many hours of rehearsal
and preparation in order
to bring you beautiful music. This year’s Holy
Week services would not have been as meaningful
without the wonderful contribution made by these
dedicated volunteers. There are still eight weeks
remaining in the Choir season, and anyone who
would like to join us for the remainder of the
season is welcome. There are no auditions to join.
They meet each Sunday morning at 9:30 am to
rehearse in the Choir Room.

These are some verses from a poem I wrote years ago
called "The Anointing":
My life at FPC comes to an end this month. After saying my
good-byes,
I come into the sanctuary of my heart to seek the blessing of the
Lord before I leave.
I review these years with my church family -the persons, the
places, the events, the thingsthat have been my experience here, and I gratefully breathe
God's name on each of them.
The places: my favorite spots on the grounds and in the church
building,
I fill them with God's grace that other people coming to these
places will be blessed.
And those experiences I was given, - the insights, the grace-filled
moments;
I anoint them too to make them fruitful. I anoint the persons part
of my life here.

YOU have touched me, I have grown and I am
Dorothy V.
grateful!

THANK YOU - On April 15 a large number of people came together to celebrate Dorothy Vanderwerf's
retirement from our church and show their gratitude for the work she has done over so many years. Many
stepped forward to tell stories about how Dorothy impacted them personally. This event would not have been
possible without the help of a team of volunteers. As the chair of the stirring committee, I would like to thank
everyone who contributed to its success. Here are the people who made it happen: Bennie Baez, Michael Bello,
Kyung Lee, Linda Moats, Carol Schulzrinne, Jill Strawbridge and Mercedes Zuluaga. I am also grateful to
Frank E. Denbow who edited the video and to David Bishop and Hung-En Sung for documenting the party.
Last but not least, the cheerful support of our staff along the way was very much appreciated. -Peter Bigler
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FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

AMPED

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL
BREAKFAST!
We are welcoming new Middle and High School
students to lead as lay assistants or ushers during our
Youth Participation Sundays...every 3rd Sunday of the
month. Please contact Felicia@Englewoodpres.org to get
involved and learn more!! Plus, remember that each
3rd Sunday is also our monthly breakfast at 10 am in
the youth lounge! Please stop by!

GAME NIGHT
May 11th from 6 - 8 pm
Join us for a evening of food
and play! Take some time
in your busy month...to
spend time together and with other FPC families
to share dinner and play some games. Please bring
something to share and RSVP by May 9th
to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

Our second planning meeting for our VBC is
being held Sunday, May 6 @10 am. in the Center
for Learning meeting room (upstairs) Please plan
to attend to be a part of this amazing week! This
year our Vacation Bible Camp is going to be held
July 30 - Aug 3 and we need loads of volunteers to
make this work. Youth from 6th grade and up, as
well as adults, are needed for leadership. Email
Felicia@englewoodpres.org for more info!

MINI CROP WALK
Our church school children will be partaking in their
own mini Crop walk here on the grounds of FPC on
May 6, 2018. Please find a young person to sponsor
in the fight to end hunger! Contact Felicia for info.

ORANGE
FIRST LOOK

252

"The plans of the Lord stand firm
forever" - Psalm 33:11 God has a
plan for me.
"Anyone who lives without blame
walks safely. But anyone who takes
the crooked path will get caught'
Proverbs 10:9 HONESTY is our
character reflection this month
Choosing to be truthful in whatever
you say or do!

FRIENDS DAY AT CAMP J

XP3

Save the Date! Saturday, July 7, 2018 from 10 am 4 pm, FPC is joining Camp Johnsonburg for their
"Friends Day"! Among the activities to enjoy: Boating, Swimming pool, Archery, Arts and Crafts, Giant Swing, Leap of Faith (Zipline), High Ropes,
Rock Wall, Nature Center! We will share lunch together in the Lower Meadow and outdoor worship
at the end of the day! Please consider joining us and
getting to know your fellow FPC families better and
enjoy a day of play with your own family!! RSVP
to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

EASTER HUNT THANK YOUS

First Press

"Command them to do good, be rich
in good deeds and to be generous
and willing to share" 1 Timothy 6:18
Making cents - generosity of heart
and spirit.

Thanks to all those that purchased candy, set up,
cleaned up, served pizza and hid 800+ eggs for our
annual egg hunt. We welcomed over 60 children,
plus their families, and enjoyed fellowship with
friends, new and old.
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F I R ST P R E SB Y T E RI A N
C H U R C H O F E N G L E W OO D

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

MAY 2018 CALENDAR

Every Sunday
9:00 am
Crossroads Contemporary
Service & Church School
11:00 am
Traditional Choral
Service & Church School
Nursery/
child care
available from
8:30 am12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation
10:00 am and 12 noon

