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 This month marks two years since the fire that destroyed the sanctuary. In the 
aftermath, I think we have been doing just fine. There are many cases where a 
congregation divides in the aftermath of a fire; there are many cases of offerings dropping 
dramatically. This hasn't happened to us. Offerings were up 4.8% last year, and in 
addition to that, we received contributions to our Spark Hope fire recovery fund 
equivalent to 43% of our regular offerings. 
 

 I have been contacted by other congregations that have experienced a fire (old 
church buildings burn easily, it seems) and asked what we did to thrive in the aftermath 
of the fire. My answer, however, is that everything we did that permitted us to thrive after 
the fire were things we had done before the fire. 
 

 For example, we had articulated our core values before the fire. Live Boldly, Share 
Boundlessly, Grow Community, Build God's World. We knew what we were about. That 
made it easier for us to focus on continuing to be the church we intended to be. We don't 
need a sanctuary to live into those values. 
 

 In one practical area, consider our offerings. We had implemented and stressed 
the importance of budgeting your offerings, and encouraging people to use automated 
means to support us (online/mobile giving, billpay banking services, etc.) Approximately 
45% of our offerings never touch an offering plate in worship. This allowed people to 
support us, even if they couldn't find where we were worshiping on a given Sunday. We 
drew upon relationships we had built up over the years. Those relationships sustained us. 
 

 In his first epistle, the Apostle Peter wrote: "Therefore prepare your minds for 
action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you 
when he is revealed" (1 Peter 1:13). We were prepared for action. We were ready to "set all 
our hope" on the Gospel mission to which Jesus has called us. When the fire struck, we 
were ready to keep doing what we had been doing. 
 

 You don't know what "fire" may beset you in your life. But hardships happen. 
Emergencies occur. When it happens, it's too late to prepare for it. Be ready now, both 
spiritually and practically. Strengthen your faith. Resolve to stay true to the Gospel no 
matter what happens. Join a Connect Group and build relationships with others. Know 
that you can trust God in good times and bad. And when the times comes, you'll be 
prepared to handle it. 
 

 Peace and blessings, 
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News for the Congregation 

THE STORY OF MY LIFE 
It's not too late to join The Story of My Life, a 
Connect Group experience led by Rev. Hong on 
Thursday evenings at 7 pm in the East Room  
that runs through March 29. Email Rich 
(rich@englewoodpres,org) if you're planning  
to attend.  
 

Everyone loves a good story. It’s what drives us  
to stay up longer at night than we intended—binge 
watching or binge reading—and there’s something 
about stories that attracts us. Over these weeks, 
we’re going to look at how Jesus’ promise of “life  
to the full” plays out in each of our life stories. 
Ultimately, when we understand our part in God’s 
story, we can better understand our own story. 

CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA 

Chair-Assisted Yoga sponsored by the Care Ministries 
Committee begins on Monday, March 5 at 4 pm in the 
Chapel.  Analia Brown, certified Yoga instructor, will 
lead six sessions on Mondays, March 5, 12, 19, 26 and  
April 2 & 9. Each session is only $5.00 with the rest 
underwritten by the church. Please register now in 
Elmore Hall or the Chapel or call the church office. 

SAVE THE DATE  
Please join us for a celebration of Dorothy 
VanderWerf on Sunday, April 15 from  
4 to 8 pm. Details and an invitation will 
follow. If you have pictures or video clips  
you want to share or have any questions 
please contact Peter Bigler. 

LENTEN LUNCHES 
CONTINUE 
Our annual LENTEN LUNCH series continues 
on Wednesdays through March 21 at noon in 
the Chapel and continues for four more weeks. 
Join us for a simple worship and lunch of hearty 
soups. Soupmaking volunteers needed! Contact 
Rev. Hong to volunteer or signup 
at fpce.us/LentenLunch2018  
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WALK THE LABYRINTH  
DURING LENT 
Enrich your Lenten Journey with a Labyrinth 
Walk on Friday, March 16, from 4 - 7 pm or  
Saturday, the 17th from 12 noon to 4 pm.   
As Jesus made his journey to Jerusalem, you are 
invited to walk a pathway on the labyrinth in the 
Chapel and also visit the Prayer Centers in the 
East Room. 

CROP WALK 
First Presbyterian Church of Englewood will 
participate in the annual CROP Walk for Hunger 
again this year on the afternoon of May 6. The  
walk will take place in Englewood and have 1, 2 
and 4-mile versions of the walk to fit various levels 
of participation. We hope that you will join us  
on the walk and also sponsor a donation to this 
wonderful cause. 

FPC Family Ministries 
Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

CHILDREN’S CHORUS 
 

Upcoming Children's Choral rehearsals are at 10 am 
in the Children's Choral Room: March 4, March 18, 
March 25 (singing at the 3/25, 11 am Palm Sunday 
service). 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
BREAKFAST! 
Middle & High School Breakfast is the 3rd Sunday  
of EVERY month at 10 am in the Youth Room. 
Next meet up is March 18. 
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EASTER EGG SCAVENGER 
HUNT & LESSON  
Save the date!!! Our Annual Easter Egg  Scavenger 
Hunt & Lesson is March 24 at 11 am in Elmore 
Hall. Join us for a pizza lunch after the hunt!   
Tell a friend!  

MOM’S GROUP  
This group meets Wednesdays from 10 -11:30 am in 
the Nursery. Using the 5 Love Languages books as 
our guide, we will discover together how to share and 
feel love. Designed for preschool moms to share  
experiences, resources and faith. Please contact  
Felicia at Felicia@englewoodpres.org if interested.  

Thanks to all those that supported our Souper 
Bowl of Caring Campaign either through food or 
monetary contributions. Who could say no to 
Claire and Carolyn? Thanks also to Elma Van Der 
Eijk and Marty Di Maria for delivering all of the 
food to the Center for Food Action. 

FPC Family Ministries 
Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

MANY THANKS 
Many thanks to Lois Strauss for sharing her 
knowledge about the Lord's Supper with our youth 
(and some of their parents) last month. Our future 
leaders and communion preparers learned from 
Lois, not only how to receive communion and its  
significance, but also the way Lois goes about  
preparing the table each month. If you missed the 
opportunity to partake of this workshop, we hope 
to offer it again. Please reach out to share your  
interest - Felicia@englewoodpres.org. 

FPC FAMILY CONNECTIONS  
Are you receiving FPC Family Connections each week?? 
If you are a parent of a child from infancy to high 
school senior you should have a newsletter from FPC 
Family Connections in your inbox each week. If you are 
not, please contact Felicia@englewoodpres.org so she 
can add your email to the list!  
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Holy Week Music 

Please plan on joining us at our beautiful Holy Week services. Our preaching, choir, organ and orchestra 
all combine to make this special time a worshipful and meaningful experience for all. 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
MARCH 25  
11 am Worship Service, Procession with Palms. Special music by the youth and junior choir. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 
MARCH 30 | 8 PM 
Our annual service of Tenebrae (shadows) commemorates our Lord's passion and death through readings 
and music. The Chancel Choir, soloists and instrumental ensemble will perform music of Rutter, Bach, 
Dvorak, Albinoni and Verdi. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 1 | 9 AND 11 AM 
We celebrate the Lord's resurrection with two identical Festival Worship Services with Communion, at  
9 am and 11 am. The Chancel Choir and soloists will be accompanied by brass quartet, timpani and  
organ in music of Handel, Macfarlane, Walker and Stopford.  Both services also will end with the full  
congregation joining in Handel's "Hallelujah" chorus.  
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From the Choir Room 

EASTER CHOIR 
It’s not to soon to start preparing for out  
beautiful Holy Week and Easter services.  
Anyone who is interested in joining the choir 
for the Lent/Easter season is invited to join us 
every Sunday at 9:30 am for choir rehearsal in 
the choir room. Light refreshments are  
provided. Consider singing in the choir as  
your Lenten service offering. All are welcome!  

LENTEN VESPER CONCERT 
On Sunday, March 18 at 5 pm our Chancel Choir 
will join with the choir of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Englewood for a Lenten Vesper Concert 
at St. Paul’s.  Come and hear our combined choirs 
sing beautiful music for the Lenten season in the 
beautiful sanctuary of our neighbor church.   
Music director Mark Trautman and organist David  
Macfarlane will lead the combined forces. 

 

EASTER BRASS 
Once again we need to raise funds to underwrite  
the cost of the extra musicians and instruments  
for Good Friday and Easter.  Contributions are  
requested to defray the cost of the trumpets,  
trombones and timpani that uplift our Easter  
services, and the violin, cello and oboe for Good 
Friday Tenebrae. If you would like to offer one of 
the instruments in memory of a loved one, please 
see David Macfarlane for more information.  
Memorials received by Palm Sunday will be listed  
in the Easter bulletin. 
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MARCH 2018 CALENDAR  

 

  

9:00 am : Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School 
 

11:00 am: Traditional Choral Service & Church School 
 

Nursery / child care available from 8:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon 

Every Sunday 
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Happy Easter 
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