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There is a famous passage from the Book of Ecclesiastes that begins "For everything
there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven." (Ecclesiastes 3:1) The author is
saying that everything has its moment, everything changes, and in the end, the only
constant is God. Within God's framework, there is a time for things to be and for those
same things not to be. The author continued with such phrases as "a time to be born, and a
time to die … a time to weep, and a time to laugh", and so on – words that many of you
probably learned from the Pete Seeger song "Turn! Turn! Turn!"
The Greek language, reflected in the Bible, even has two words for time – chronos,
from which we get the word "chronology", which is a simple description of time (it's
12:02 pm as I write this), and kairos which means an "appointed time" – the sense of
time you would have in phrases like "the time has come".
We are moving through a sequence of kairos moments, not because of the fire
per se, but certainly exacerbated by it. The fire has us evaluating our physical needs.
Staff transitions have us looking at our personnel needs. The influx of families with
young children is a great thing, and it drives our understanding of our program needs.
Taken together, this is change on top of change on top of more change.
I am excited by the prospect of change, and I am aware of the importance of
change to our future. As I write this we are marking the 157th anniversary of our
church. I was born in the year of our 100th anniversary, I was the pastor at our 150th,
and I will probably have gone to be with the Lord by the 200th. I believe the changes
we have been making and will continue to make can ensure that there will be a 200th
anniversary of FPC.
I want to take a moment to recognize Pastor Kellie's remarkable contribution
to our growth. She has been a phenomenal thought partner and implementer, and
her availability to work with us these past few years was in itself a kairos time for us.
As we work through what is coming, we need to understand that these are kairos
moments, which means that we need to make the right decisions, and we need to make
them at the right time. Timing is everything. The right decision, made too late,
becomes the wrong decision.
There are those who want everything to remain the same. But that is not how
life works. The world changes. We change. But the constant remains God and our need
to serve God. So as we adapt to whatever the future brings, remember that the overriding
question is always: "how can we best serve God in this moment?" May that continue to
be the question we ask ourselves, even unto the 500th anniversary of FPC.
Peace and blessings,

News for the Congregation
DEAR FPC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS,
I want to share an update of a staff transition that will happen at the end of
June. Pastor Kellie will be saying goodbye to us here at FPC and has accepted
a full-time position with a Manhattan-based organizational ministry. She will
stay on FPC staff until the last week of June and then will return to assist
with Sunday worship twice in July.
Kellie has been a wonderful partner in helping us build out the systems of growth these past four years and her love
of this community is strong. Both Kellie and I encourage you to speak with us about any questions regarding this
transition. Please know that the Session, Kellie and I have thoughtfully worked together for the successful transfer
of her work as FPC continues to grow and thrive.
Kellie insists on absolutely no goodbye celebration (and promises to return before Christmas for a warm hello) but
we will be sure to keep you posted on a way to share our warm thanks for her leadership and friendship with all of
us FPC. -Rich

ADULT ART CLASS:
DRAWING, SEEING &
THINKING FLOWER PAINTING
Thank you to our Artist in
Residence Elaine Van Ost and everyone who was a
part of this great program!

DAYTIME BIBLE STUDY
This month the Lunch & Learn Bible Study will
meet on Wednesday June 7 from 12 – 1 pm in the
Meeting Room. Bring your lunch and enjoy the
conversation led by Pastor Kellie.

HELP BUILD GOD’S WORLD:
JOIN THE PRAYER CHAIN
CROSSROADS
Our 5:30 pm contemporary service, Crossroads,
has resumed! The band sounds great in Elmore
Hall! Crossroads features the same sermon as the
morning service, backed by an excellent band in
a casual environment. Check it out and invite
a friend!
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By Deacon Co-Chair Cary Schweizer
Every week at FPC a Prayer Chain is circulated via email. The Prayer Chain consists of individuals willing
to take the time to pray for all requests submitted to
the congregation by members and visitors. The prayer
requests are submitted as follows: i) during worship by
filling out a prayer card, ii) FPC online and or iii) sent
directly to the FPC office. If you wish to be added to
the Prayer Chain, please e-mail your request to the
following e-mail address: prayer@englewoodpres.com.
June 2017

FPC
SPARK HOPE GALA
FPC SPRING LIFELONG
LEARNING CLASS: LEARN
THE JAPANESE LANGUAGE
Mondays May 22, June 5, 12, 19, 26 and July 10 from
5 - 6:30 pm in the Meeting Room.
Upon popular demand, the Japanese language class
will continue into the summer. FPC friends and
members are invited to attend this 6-week class to
learn the Japanese language and culture with two
native Japanese teachers and wonderful group of
classmates. This class has no fee and to register
please contact FPC church member Paula Hyun
at paula.hyun@gmail.com or the FPC office
at office@englewoodpres.org.

The Spark Hope Gala schedule
for Wednesday, October 25th
aims to raise money in support
of rebuilding the sanctuary. Fellow church members
have been hard at work. Here are just a few things
which are happening to make October’s Spark Hope
Gala a success. We’d love your help! How can you
help? Email me at karenneus@gmail.com!












SPARK HOPE
LOVES GUACAMOLE!



Blue Moon Mexican Café:
A Summer Spark Hope Event
Monday July 17th



What to eat on a Monday night in mid-July when you
don’t feel like cooking? How about joining your FPC
family and friends at Blue Moon Mexican Café?
ANYONE who brings in a special flyer that day will
count towards a donation that Blue Moon will make to
our Spark Hope Campaign!! What? You will be on
vacation that week – No Worries – purchase an online
gift card through a special link and there is still a 20%
donation. More info later on how to get your flyer. For
more information see Bruce Forshee or email
bruceforshee@gmail.com.



So save the date – MONDAY, JULY 17, 2017!
See you there ~ Hasta Luego!!
First Press



Two volunteers have been writing profiles of
church-community partnerships for the Gala
Legacy Journal for a mid-June deadline.
One member has committed to buying one table
for himself and friends, and a second table for the
pastor.
One member offered to buy two tickets and bring
a friend.
One member has offered to approach their
company owner to be a sponsor and buy a table.
Three volunteers are working together to call on
major companies in Englewood to ask for
donations by being Gala sponsors.
One volunteer has updated the mailing list for all
clergy in Englewood, inputting each name and
address into a spreadsheet, and calling each
institution to verify names.
Five members are praying for the success of the
Gala.
One member approached another to buy a table
and to sponsor the event as a company.
One volunteer brought snacks to the last meeting
of the Planning Committee.
One volunteer is writing this article…
Time, talent, spirit...

We all have gifts to share...what are yours?

SPARK HOPE MAY
BENEFIT CONCERT
So! Much! Love!
Thank you to everyone who made this sold-out
concert such a success, including our gracious and
talented performers Larry and Carol for donating
their time and talent. And a big thank you to
Deacon Sara Lee for her amazing work to make this
concert come alive! It raised more than $1,500!
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FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

VACATION
BIBLE CAMP
IS COMING!
Please save the date!
August 14th – August 18th 2017
Registration begins soon!

FAMILY DAY AT CAMP
JOHNSONBURG IS JULY 8TH
10 am – 4 pm
Join us for a great day where you can zipline, canoe,
swim, hike, rock climb and more. BBQ lunch
provided for us and sponsored by FPC! We had 45
people last year share in this fun day! Please RSVP
by July 1st to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org to join us
this year!

ORANGE IN JUNE
Nursery & Pre-K: KIDS ROCK!
During June and July, our littlest ones will
be learning about kids from the Bible that
listened to what God wanted them to do!
252: CREATIVITY
We will begin our Gadgets and Gizmos
series…in which we learn about the wonderful
creativity that God used in designing us and
the world. *This is a great primer for our
VBC coming up!

THANK YOU

CONGRATULATIONS TO
OUR CONFIRMANDS:
We are so pleased to congratulate our confirmands,
who have completed their preparation, and will be
confirmed on June 4th:
Logan Beharry
Avery Di Maria
Ellsa Peabody

We would like to extend our gratitude for the
following church school group leaders, who
dedicate their time and talent each week,
helping to bring the message of Jesus to our
youngest members:
Daniel Atencio
Andy Bello
Lauren Bigler
Marlenis Camacho
John Chung
Mary Cushman
Jennifer Eloy
Goli Golriz

Linsy Farris
*Paul Kang
Nikki Kim
Linda Moats
Joanna O’Donovan
Blake Simis
*Candy Urena
Sara Williams

* denotes Family Ministries Co-Chair
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VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
We are looking for adult and youth volunteers to
help make VBC a success this year. If you can help,
please contact: Felicia@englwood.pres.org.
June 2017

Care Ministries
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring

CARE MINISTRIES PROVIDES TRANSPORTATION
If you decide not to come to an evening program or activity because
you no longer drive at night, please let us know.so we can provide
transportation. Contact Dorothy V. by phone: 201-568-7373, ext. 307
or dorothyv@englewoodpres.org or give a call to your Deacon.

CROP
LEADERSHIP
DAY ON JUNE 3
You are invited to this
northern New Jersey CROP
Leadership Day on Saturday, June 3 held in our
Chapel. Registration is at 9 am and program is
9:30 am - 1:30 pm with free lunch included. The
program includes an Impact Report, Church
World Service Program Updates with CWS
speaker, Leslie Wilson, Asia Regional Coordinator
who will guide us on a Southeast Asia journey,
especially Vietnam. To register, contact Dorothy V.
or call the church office.

HOSTING HOMELESS
FAMILIES IN JUNE
Five congregations in Englewood and
Leonia are hosting for two weeks,
June 18 - July 2. Our church is hosting
5 of those nights, June 26, 27, 28, 29
and July 1 at Leonia United Methodist Church on
Broad St. We need two overnight hosts, dinners, and
donated items for breakfast and lunches. Please
volunteer to help these families by signing up at
Coffee & Conversation or calling the church office
or e-mailing Dorothyv@englewoodpres.org. Hosting the
homeless is and has been an important mission of our
church for about 30 years.

NEW DATE!
ATTENTION
BOOK &
CULTURE
LOVERS!

FPC Mobilize for Mission:
Build God’s World
MOBILIZE FOR MISSION
Food to First on the First
FPC Mission collects food and
non-perishable food items on
the ‘first Sunday’ of every
month. Bring in your cans
Sunday June 4th to support
the Center for Food Action.
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Sunday, June 4, 11 at 12:15 pm
Join us Sunday June 4 for Part 1 for a great discussion:
Norman Rockwell & Dr Seuss: American Icons Relying
on visual presentations, Ruth Levy, PhD will discuss
their personal lives as reflected in their art. Please come
to the East Room at 12:15 pm and if you cannot attend
both meetings, please come to at least one. Part 2 will
be Sunday June 11.
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From the Choir Room
THREE MORE
WEEKS
It’s not too late to come sing with the Chancel Choir
for the final three weeks of the season. Rehearsals are
Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.

SUMMER CHOIR
If you would like to sing with the
Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time
for a weekly commitment, the Summer Choir is for
you. They rehearse and sing one Sunday of each
month during the Summer. We meet at 10 am to
rehearse and sing for worship at 11. You are welcome
to come for one or come for all, just be prepared to
enjoy yourself. The first Summer Choir Sunday is
June 25.

ALL CHURCH
SUMMER PICNIC
Save the Date!
Sunday June 25th at 12:15 pm
FPC will supply the fried chicken and lemonade
and you bring the picnic blanket and a pot-luck
side or dessert to share as we celebrate the summer
season ahead. We're hoping for a sunny day or
Elmore becomes portable picnic grounds!

CROP WALK FOR HUNGER

LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN
Take time this summer to walk the Labyrinth on the
Lawn located behind Elmore Hall on the grassy knoll
next to the bench.
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We had a good walk even with a few rain drops
on May 7. Ten congregations participated from
Englewood, Bergenfield, Teaneck and Paramus. Our
8 Walkers and Workers were John Fraser, Melissa
Gagnon, Lina Happle, Tom Christensen, Natalie Beaumont, Dorothy VanderWerf, Craig Carroll and his dog,
Lucy raising over $1000! 25 % of that benefits the
Center for Food Action. The Church School children
had fun on their mini-CROP Walk around the
building and talked about how they can help others.
June 2017

JUNE CALENDAR

Every
Sunday
9:30 am
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am
Bible Study
11:00 am
Worship
Service & Church School
Nursery/
child care
available from
10:30 am12:30 pm
12 noon
Coffee &
Conversation
5:30 pm
Crossroads
Contemporary Worship
Child Care & Church
School
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Staﬀ Extensions and E‐mail Addresses

Bookkeeper,
Analia Brown
x308
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org

Music Director,
David Macfarlane
x310
music@englewoodpres.org

Family Ministries Coordinator,
Felicia Arrigoitia
x302
felicia@englewoodpres.org

Director of Care Ministries,
Dorothy VanderWerf
x307
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Associate,
Beth Morrison
beth@englewoodpres.org

Director of Mission Strategy,
Kellie Anderson‐Picallo
x301
kellie@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Manager,
Danielle De Laurentis
x304
oﬃce@englewoodpres.org

Rev. Richard S. Hong
Cell: 973‐769‐0199
rich@englewoodpres.org

x306

x303

April 5, 2015
Happy Easter
150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org
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