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From the Pastor

Notice

In discussion forums of church communications experts, a persistent annoyance is
people who complain after a church event that they didn't know about it. It doesn't matter that
it was announced for weeks, appeared in the bulletin, was sent by email, and was in the
newsletter – they swear they didn't know.

or God
speaks in one
way, and in two,
though people do
not perceive it."
– Job 33:14

The problem usually isn't that the event was undercommunicated – the problem is that
the person wasn't paying attention. Afterwards, when they hear it was a lot of fun, they are upset
they "didn't know" it was happening.
This is called "inattentional blindness." They didn't notice because they were not paying
attention. Why? Usually because they were focused on something else. There is a classic video
where a basketball team passes a ball back and forth. The audience is asked to carefully count the
number of passes. They focus and count – usually correctly.
But then they are asked, "what else did you notice?" Most people noticed nothing else.
The leader says: "You didn't notice the gorilla?" The audience is shocked. "What gorilla?" Then
the video is played again, and sure enough, a person in a gorilla suit walks right through the
scene. The people were so focused on the ball they didn't see him.
Life can be like that. We get so focused on one thing that we completely fail to notice
other things. What are some of the things you miss? A gorgeous day? Something your family did
for you? A wonderful meal? You might be so focused on something that you miss the gorilla.
The Book of Job reminds us that God is often trying to catch our attention but we don't
pay heed. It says, "For God speaks in one way, and in two, though people do not perceive it." (Job 33:14)
God wants you to notice what God is doing. God wants you to notice the good, and
notice God's warnings against wrong. God wants you to appreciate the blessings you have, and
the people around you.
So this summer, take some time to sit back and notice. There just might be a gorilla
walking through your life, and it's time for you to notice it.
Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation

FAMILY PROMISE
On Tuesday July 16 and Saturday July 20 we will
host several families from Family Promise of
Bergen Country. This organization provides
homeless families with jobs, food and place to stay
while they get back on their feet. We need volunteers
to have dinner and stay overnight with the families
at Leonia Methodist Church. Hosts arrive around
6:30 pm, help serve dinner and then sleep overnight
leaving at 6:30 am the next morning. Hosts will have
a private, air-conditioned room. It is a great way to
help out and meet some wonderful people. Please
contact Tom Christensen if you would like to
volunteer at tomcmusic42@gmail.com.

FPC Family Ministries

TRIENNIUM
FUNDRAISING CLOSING
Thank you to all that printed out our voucher
and purchased plants to help sponsor our
Presbyterian Youth Triennium participants!
If you have not yet, there is still time! We are
partnering with Metropolitan Plant Exchange
from now until July 15, 2019. For every $50
dollar purchase, we receive $10. Vouchers
available at the back of church or on our
website under the Families activities section.

LABYRINTH
The outdoor Labyrinth is available
for walking, meditation and prayer
on the grass behind Elmore Hall.
You can walk at your own pace
anytime during daylight hours. We encourage you to
take advantage of the peaceful journey it will provide.
The indoor Labyrinth will also be available for walking
Friday, September 20 from 4-7pm and on Saturday,
September 21 from 12 noon through 4pm. Enter the
church through marked door on the northeast side.
The Labyrinth Committee looks forward to greeting
you and answering any questions you might have.

PUSHPAY
The easiest way to support
FPC is through automated
giving online or through your smartphone.
PushPay is the leading provider of payment
services to churches. Visit englewoodpres.org/give
for more information.
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TRIENNIUM BEST WISHES
We are delighted to be sending 4 of our students
to the Presbyterian Youth Triennium at Purdue
University this month. Cielo and Paloma
Camacho, Christopher Raymond and Emily
Secor. Please keep them in your prayers for a
safe, enriching and inspirational experience!

FAMILY BIRD WALK
Several have enjoyed the bird walks offered
by Elliot Lee this spring. He is offering one
more designed for families. Spend time at
the beautiful Meadowlands Environmental
Center and enjoy a game of bird bingo.
Date to be determined, If interested, please
email Felicia@englewoodpres.org.
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Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

FRIENDS DAY @ CAMP J
Saturday, July 6, 2019, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Play with us at Johnsonburg! Canoeing,
swimming, hiking, rock-climbing, zip lining
and more! For more information, and
for last minute RSVP's contact:
Felicia@Englewoodpres.org

CONTEMPLATIVE TUESDAYS
You are invited to join our Contemplative Tuesday
Mornings at 11 am in the library. We begin with
listening to one of the contemplative collected talks
of John Main and follow with 20 minutes of silence.
If you are interested in incorporating faith,
stillness and peace to your days, join us! For more
information, email Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

ORANGE IN JULY
FIRST LOOK (pre-K)

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST
Sunday, July 21, 10 - 11 am, Youth Lounge
Each 3rd Sunday of the month, we host a
breakfast for all students 6th - 12th grade,
placed intentionally between the 2 services,
so that whether you are worshiping at 9 am
or 11 am, you can join in and catch up with
your FPC Friends!

252 (K-5)

XP3 (6-8 Gr)

Using our Power Up summer theme,
our preschoolers learn how Jesus
gives us the power to love others—
and not just the ones who are easy
to love. This powerful kind of love
looks a lot like goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
SELF CONTROL- is our Elementary
theme. God gives you the power to
have self-control. Self-control can be
tricky, especially when we really want
something or when life doesn’t go
our way, but God can help!
"LOOK OUT" is our 3 week series
for our middle schoolers about
injustice. What to do when you see
an injustice and how to respond.

VACATION BIBLE CAMP
August 19-23, 9 am - 12 pm
Invite school friends to join your students
for Vacation Bible Camp this summer!
Students in grade 6 and up are welcome to
be helpers! Register today at fpce.us/vbc2019.
Email Felicia@Englewoodpres.org for more
info. "God's power has given us everything we
need to lead a godly life" - 2 Peter 1:3a
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VACATION BIBLE
CAMP DONATIONS
We are super excited about sharing
Vacation Bible Camp! If you would like to help us, we are
collecting supplies that will be needed for our crafts and
environment. You may email Felicia@englewoodpres.org
for more info.
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F I R ST P R E SB Y T E RI A N
C H U R C H O F E N G L E W OO D

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

JULY 2019 CALENDAR

Every Sunday

9:00 am: Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School
11:00 am: Traditional Choral | Service & Church School
Nursery / child care available from 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon

