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Goals 
 At the start of the year, I'm sure that some of you set goals for 2017, perhaps 
in terms of New Year's resolutions.  As we've reached the halfway point in the year – 
let me ask: how are you coming along with those goals?  If you haven't made the 
progress that you had hoped for, what is the reason?  I think that one of the main 
reasons we fail to achieve goals is that we get distracted.  "Something came up" is a 
familiar refrain. 
 The life of Jesus gives us an interesting perspective on achieving goals.  Jesus 
was often seemingly inconsistent in the way he moved from place to place.  His travels 
looked more like the flight of the bumblebee.  He would heal people, then retreat 
from crowds seeking healing.  It is hard to discern a pattern. 
 But in each of the Gospels there comes a pivot point after which Jesus is 
narrowly focused on his mission to go to the cross.  In the Gospel According to Luke, 
the author writes, "When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem." (Luke 9:51)   
 After that point, it is straight toward Jerusalem.  His teachings become more 
direct and often difficult.  Just prior to this, Jesus had just reached the peak of his 
popularity after feeding the five thousand; but now his teachings contain a strong 
sense of urgency, as when he says "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is  
fit for the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62) 
 One of the things we have to confront is the idea that "every system is perfectly 
designed to get the results that it is getting" (this quote is often attributed to the late W. 
Edwards Deming, father of the modern quality control movement).  This applies not 
just to organizations, but to our individual lives.  Our lives are designed to get the 
results we are getting.  Of course, this doesn't include external factors that we can't 
control, such as serious illness.  But we respond to these events in the way we have 
designed our lives to respond. 
 So if we want different results – as individuals, in our families, in our careers, 
and in the church – we have to be willing to change the design of our lives.  Too often, 
something relatively unimportant gets in the way of a goal we want to achieve because 
we didn't design our lives to prioritize our goals. 
 If you're reading this in July and wondering why the things you had hoped to 
achieve haven't happened, consider the ways in which you need to live boldly and 
redesign your life to truly incorporate your goals.  It's not too late to start – and maybe 
by December, you – and we – will have achieved even more than what we hoped. 
  

 Peace and blessings, 
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News for the Congregation 

DEAR SISTERS AND BROTHERS: 
 This has been a time of big changes for FPC - and there are more to come.  The  
departure of Pastor Kellie is a huge change for us.  And here are some of the big, exciting changes coming to FPC 
this fall. Beginning Sunday, September 10, the Crossroads Contemporary Worship moves to 9 am each Sunday in 
Elmore Hall.  Lively and casual, Crossroads will also have a full Church School.  The same message will be 
preached at both services.  Our wonderful traditional choral worship remains unchanged at 11 am. 
 This means that I will not be available to lead the 10 am Bible study.  We do not yet have specific plans for 
what could take place in that hour between the services - but that could be an ideal time for Connect Groups to 
spring up. 
 Beginning Sunday, September 10, both services will be streamed live online.  The domain "fpce.live" will 
take you to our Livestream site where you can watch the current service (or an archive of previous services).  We 
will be test streaming some of the services over the summer. 
 Our website is being given a clean, fresh, uncluttered look and a mobile-focused design.  Look for the new 
site in a couple of weeks. 
 Being a thriving church in this time and place does not happen by accident.  It happens by thoughtfully 
positioning ourselves as a church that delivers excellence in worship, authenticity in community, and effectiveness 
in service to the world. 
 For the sake of the Gospel, we are choosing to Live Boldly in a world of change. 
 

 Blessings, Rich 

HOW  
CAN 
YOU 
HELP? 
 

 

If you read the above and wondered, "how can I 
help?" - here are some ways you might consider 
helping us realize our full potential as a church. 
  
 Serve as a Church School group leader 

(worship at the service you prefer and lead a 
class at the other!) 

 

 Serve as an Usher or a Greeter (we need to 
cover both services) 

 

 Lead a Connect Group during the week, 
preferably at your home. Connect Groups are 
the key to experiencing Christian community. 

 

 Invite people to church (think outside the  
box - invite people whenever you meet 
someone who needs church - and  
who doesn't?) 

FOLLOW FPC ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA! 
 

FPC is on Facebook and Instagram, for both the 
church in general as well as specifically for our 
Family Ministries program which is being so ably 
directed by Felicia Arrigoitia.  The main church 
Facebook and Instagram accounts are found by 
looking for "FPCEnglewood" and the Family 
Ministries account is under "FPCEFamilies".  And 
don't forget to like the "90 Second Sermon" page 
on Facebook! This summer, take one of our blue 
FPC bags and take a selfie with it while you're on 
vacation.  Let's see how far FPC will travel this 
summer!  Post your pictures and hashtag us using 
#fpcenglewood!  We'll run them in our pre-service 
loop as well! 
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BLUE MOON MEXICAN CAFÉ:  
A SUMMER SPARK HOPE 
EVENT 
 

It’s a Monday night in mid-July and you don’t feel like 
cooking. How about joining your FPC family and 
friends at Blue Moon Mexican Café? ANYONE who 
brings in a special flyer that day will count towards a 
donation that Blue Moon will make to our Spark Hope 
Campaign!!  What? You will be on vacation that week – 
No Worries – purchase an online gift card through a 
special link and there is still a 20% donation. Print the 
flyer or pick one up on Sunday, July 16th at Church.  
Tell your FaceBook friends and share with everyone! 
 

So, save the date – MONDAY, JULY 17, 2017!  See 
you there - Buen Provecho!!   

SPARK HOPE GALA 
WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 25TH  

 
 

Under the leadership of Pastor Rich, our gala advisor, 
Sr. Peggy Scarano and a very enthusiastic committee, 
plans are moving along for the Spark Hope Gala 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 25th @ SEASONS 
in Washington Township.  You are invited to visit the 
church website where you will find information 
regarding sponsorships, placing or selling ads in the 
Legacy Journal, or making reservations to attend.   
Please make every effort to pass this information on  
to businesses, family, friends and neighbors. The  
one person you know may become FPC's biggest 
supporter!   If you can, please consider helping to  
sell ads, to solicit sponsors, or to share leads.  Your 
time and talents are so valuable to our entire 
community.  All Gala proceeds will benefit FPC’s  
fire recovery efforts.  Watch for the formal invitation 
that will be mailed in early August.  We are grateful 
for your support and help! 
 

Questions?  Please call Beth Morrison in the church 
office, at 568-7373. 

WOMEN’S CONNECT GROUP 
SUMMER ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

At FPC, a group of women come together to grow 
spiritually, support and encourage one another  
and share our experiences.  We invite all women 
who are part of the FPC community to join by 
participating this summer - our fourth DVD study 
session!  We will be covering What Makes You 
Happy by Andy Stanley for six weeks.  We will  
meet in the East Room at 7 pm on Wednesdays the 
following dates:  7/5, 7/12, 7/19, 7/26, 8/2, 8/9.  
Any questions, please contact:  
caryschweizer@gmail.com. 

FINANCIAL PEACE 
UNIVERSITY IS COMING BACK 

 
On Sunday September 10, 2017 First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood will be holding the Financial 
Peace University "FPU" course for the 16th time.     
The course will run for nine weeks ending on 
November 12th.   Classes will be held in the East 
Room at 7:00 p.m.  During this nine week class you 
will learn budgeting techniques, the best way to get out 
of debt, saving for retirement, what insurance you need 
and how to give more to charity. 
 

The cost is $93.00 plus tax which pays for the 
membership kit (nothing is paid to the church).  Two 
people can share the kit so husbands and wives are 
encouraged to come together or you can share the kit 
with a friend.  In the kit you will receive a workbook, 
audio CDs for all of the classes, Dave Ramsey's book, 
"Complete Guide to Money" and more.   
 

I encourage everyone to seriously consider taking this 
life changing course.   In addition, please tell your 
friends and family about it as it is not limited to church 
members.  If you are interested please go to the website 
daveramsey.com/fpu and look for the class at the 
church.  If you would like additional information you 
may call me at 201 914-2120.   
 

Paul A. Platek 



 

      July/August 2017 Page 4 

FPC Mobilize for Mission: Build God’s 

Care Ministries 
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring 

AGE-FRIENDLY CONVERSATIONS & RESOURCES 
Care Ministries sponsors two Sundays in July, 9 and 23, when seniors and parents 
of seniors are invited to meet with Charlene Niland and Dorothy VanderWerf  
at Coffee & Conversation following worship to pick up resources and programs  
available in Bergen County and talk about where to find helpful tips and information 
for a healthy life-style in Englewood and the surrounding area. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
NOW HAS A RE-STORE! 
Habitat is always looking for ways to boost the  
well-being of the community and support the  
cause and announce the opening of a RE-STORE 
in Bergen County. It's a non-profit home  
improvement store that sells new and used  
furniture, construction materials, and recycling 
items. The revenues will help Habitat Bergen to 
continue addressing the issues of poverty housing. 
  

The Re-Store is located at 121 Carver Avenue  
in Westwood. For more information on how to  
donate to the Re-Store, click:  habitatbergen.org/
restore-donations. 

THANKS FOR  
HOSTING HOMELESS 
WORKING FAMILIES 
 Our 23 volunteers were gracious and  
welcoming with a spirit of  generosity  
and a heart for serving! Overnighters  

were Elena Sepulveda, Beverly Rhinehart, Hung-En 
Sung, Sheila Chen, Jeffrey Sammis, Linda Farrell,  
Lee Caballero, and Natalie Beaumont.  Dinner  
providers were Janice and Paul Piergentile, Connie 
Dean-Taylor, Jeff and Christine Sammis, Christine, 
Emma and Daniel Singh, and Marcy Steele.  Other 
donations came from Young Han, Marie and Mike 
Santoro, Aile Guitierrez and Dowlat Sugrim, and  
Alan Van Poznak.  
 

Our next dates for hosting at Leonia United  
Methodist Church are December 24 to 31, 2017. 

CFA COMMUNITY GARDEN  
 

“Recently, I planted my own garden bed in the Center for 
Food Action community garden in Englewood. This garden 
is a part of my girl scout gold award, the highest award there is for girl scouts. The gold award is an  
individual project where girl scouts have to find and address a prominent issue in their community.  
With the help of Bruce Forshee and Smadar!!!!, I have started to maintain this garden already and will 
continue to do so for the remainder of the summer. The reason I chose this project is because there are 
many people in Bergen County without access to fresh fruits and vegetables and I want to help change 
that. All the food that I grow in the garden will be harvested and immediately donated directly to the 
CFA. But the main goal of my gold award is to encourage more people to volunteer in their communities 
which I will do by making, sharing, and presenting a video that I will create about this garden. The video 
will show others how they can make a difference even in their own backyard."  - Emily Kahn 
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Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  
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UNIQUELY WIRED >> WONDERFULLY MADE! 
 

This summer, discover how the Creator of all things created us to know and love Him! 
Vacation Bible Camp | August 14th – August 18th  |   9 am – 12 pm   |   $25 per child 
*Before care available  | Please contact Felicia@Englewoodpres.org for more information. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS 
FPC congratulates our recent graduates: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We would also like to acknowledge and thank all of our Church 
School Small Group Leaders, who have dedicated their time to sharing God’s love with our children: 

12th Grade: 
Lauren Bigler, Matthew 
Lee, Nick Rameshwar 
 

College 
Dennis Levy, Sarah Palo 

PRE-K 
Mary Cushman 
Joanna O’Donovan 
Jennifer Eloy 

K-5 
Marlenis Camacho 
Andy Bello 
John Chung 
Nikki Kim 
Candy Urena 

Nursery 

Paul and Sophie Kang--
Coordinators 
Sara Williams 
Linda Moats, Golnaz Golriz, 
Lauren Bigler 

Middle & High School 
Linsy Farris 
Family Ministry Co-chairs: 
Paul Kang & Candy Urena 
Crossroads 
Daniel Atencio and Blake Simis 

8th Grade: 
Kaylin Cox 
Logan Beharry 
Elliott Lee 
Hannah Christianson 
Avery Di Maria 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Adult and Student helpers needed to make VBC a  
success! Please contact Felicia@englewoodpres.org if 
you can help in any of the following areas: Music,  
Arts & Crafts, Games, Snack, Mission, Set Design, 
Group Leader. 

LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN 
OPEN ALL SUMMER  

Take time to walk the Labyrinth in the quiet weeks of 
summer located on the grassy knoll just behind the 
building. There is a bench nearby for resting, time to 
think and pray. Enjoy! 

One way to share in your child's lesson from  
their small groups on Sunday, is to watch, read 
and listen to what they are experiencing on  
STUDIO252.TV  It is a great way to reinforce  
the message!  
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JULY 2017 CALENDAR  

  

11:00 am  
Worship  

Service & Church School 
 

Nursery/ 
child care  

available from  
10:30 am- 
12:30 pm 

 

12 noon  
Coffee &  

Conversation 

Every Sunday 

 

AUGUST 2017 CALENDAR  

  
Monday:    10:00  am – 3:00 pm 
 
Tuesday:          9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Wednesday:    9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Thursday:         9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Friday:                9:45 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Office Hours 



 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 
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Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 
rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Parish Associate,  
Kellie Anderson‐Picallo  x301 
kellie@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 

 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org 
 

 
 
Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x304 
 office@englewoodpres.org 
 

Office Associate,  
Beth Morrison  x303     
beth@englewoodpres.org 
 
Family Ministries Coordinator,  
Felicia Arrigoitia  x302 
 felicia@englewoodpres.org 
 

Bookkeeper,  
Analia Brown  x308     
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 

Staff Extensions and E‐mail Addresses 
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