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From the Pastor

New Wine

It's the start of the New Year, and for many of us the New Year is a time when we are
motivated to take action on things long deferred or to start something new. It's why January is
peak time for gym memberships and diets.
But sometimes we overemphasize taking things into our own hands. One of my favorite
new worship songs of the past couple of years is "New Wine" by Hillsong Worship. Some of
the lyrics are:

e are
the clay, and you
are our potter; we
are all the work of
your hand."
– Isaiah 64:8b

In the crushing, in the pressing, You are making new wine
In the soil, I now surrender; You are breaking new ground …
Make me Your vessel, make me an offering
Make me whatever You want me to be
It is a reminder that while we are called to be new people in Christ, that newness is the
product of God's work in us. An image that was prevalent in the writings of the prophets
was that of God as the potter and us as the clay. In Isaiah 64:8 the prophet writes that "We
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand."
We like to think of ourselves as doing God's work, but perhaps we need to be more aware
that we are God's work – and that God is constantly seeking to form us and make us into
the vessels God wants us to be. Jesus famously said that you cannot put new wine into old
wineskins (Matthew 9, Mark 2, and Luke 5); we need to become the new wineskins into
which the new wine of the Gospel can be poured.
Are we willing to surrender ourselves to the work God wants to do to mold our lives?
So many of us enter a new year determined to get in shape, when maybe we need to be
determined to instead be shaped by God.
May 2020 be the year where we emerge, more than ever, not as people in control of our
lives, but as people who surrender our lives to God – willing to be clay, shaped by the potter
into something beautiful.
Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation

From the Choir Room
THANK YOU

CREEDS: AN ADULT STUDY
The Apostles Creed. The Nicene Creed. At FPC we
say them in conjunction with the sacraments. Why?
Where did they come from? What do they mean? Are
there other creeds that we don't use? You're invited
to a presentation and discussion led by Pastor Rich
on Tuesday, January 14, at 7 pm in the Chapel.

ANNUAL
MEETING
The Annual Meeting
of the Congregation
will take place on Sunday, January 26 at 12:30 pm
in Elmore Hall. Members are encouraged to attend.

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED
We welcome Sherronda Brown and Nelson Baez as
newly elected elders, and Elma Van Der Eijk, Lincoln
Gerytch, Liu Ay Li Gerytch, Paula Hyun, and Audrey
Svensson as newly elected deacons. Eunice Dartey,
Akira Fujitsuka, and Paul Kang will begin second
terms as elders, and Sheila Chen will begin a second
term as moderator of the Deacons. We would like to
thank David Bishop and Bruce Forshee for their
service as elders, and John Fraser, J.B. Holderness,
Miguelina Happle, Nicole Kim, Avery DiMaria, and
Emily Secor for their service as deacons. Please pray
for our officers as they lead us forward. We especially
want to thank Sandy Bishop for her years of service as
Clerk of Session.

SUPER BOWL LIV
Want a place to watch the
Super Bowl? Gather in the
Chapel to watch Super Bowl
LIV on Sunday, February 2, from 6 pm until the
game ends. Watch the game in a relaxed setting
with people who often care about the commercials
and halftime show more than the game. Bring a
snack or non-alcoholic beverage to share.
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Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Music
Fund to enable our Candlelight Carol Service to
continue with a large complement of instruments.
Our Chancel Choir and soloists, with instrumental
accompaniment, never fail to inspire our prayer.
Elizabeth Carson
(in memory of Mary Ferguson)
Yvonne Crichton
Martin, Liki and Avery DiMaria
(in memory of Norma DiMaria)
Pearl and TK Lau
(in thanksgiving for the chorus and their music)
Mary Jane McIlveen
Michael and Karen (Farris) Neus
Peter J. and Elizabeth Puchner
(in memory of Andrew Puchner)
James Raymond and Nancy Chin
Robert and Barbara Ryder
Audrey and Sten Svensson
(in honor of their nine grandchildren)
Henning and Carol Schulzrinne
Jane Woodside
Robert and Grace Wuertz
(in honor of the birth of their daughter, Delphine)

FPC Family Ministries

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
After a 12 year hiatus, the
Bronx Zoo is bringing back
Holiday Lights. Enjoy ice
sculptors, carolers, over 100 different illuminated
animal creations and more! Extend your holiday fun
and meet your FPC friends for a fun evening! Saturday,
January 4 from 5-10 pm. Our group ticket rate would
be $23.95 adult/$18.35 child (parking is additional).

CONFIRMATION INFO
There will be an informational session with
Pastor Rich regarding Confirmation preparation
on Friday, January 31 at 7 pm. If you are interested
in having your student confirmed this coming year,
please RSVP to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.
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FPC Family Ministries (cont.)
Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

EPIPHANY
PRESENTATION
Sunday, January 5, 12:30 pm
in the Chapel
Plan to attend Sunday, January 5 at 12:30 pm in the
Chapel to see our children share the Christmas and
visitation story. Bring family and friends to enjoy
this performance and then meet us for a delicious
luncheon in Elmore Hall sponsored by the Latino
community.

TEEN FRIDAYS
Every 2nd and 4th Friday night of the month
our high school youth gather for food, faith
and fellowship. Dates for January: January 10 & 24
Please bring a friend with you! Contact
Felicia@Englewoodpres.org for more info and
to RSVP.

ORANGE IN JANUARY
FIRST LOOK (PreK)
Our preschoolers will be learning
about some of the miracles Jesus
performed and how with God
nothing is impossible.
252 (K-5)

GAME NIGHT!
Friday, January 17 at 6 pm
in the Art Loft
Every 3rd Friday, join us to relax, play a few games
and get to know other families! Next opportunity:
Friday, January 17 at 6 pm in the Art Loft. RSVP
to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org. All are welcome!

TUBING AT
MOUNT PETER
Grab your family and friends
and suit up, because FPC
is going tubing! Saturday, February 1, 2020, we are
headed to Mount Peter, in Warwick, New York
(about an hour away). In addition to tubing, there
is a winter wonderland designed especially for our
littlest adventurers. You can find out more details
at www.mtpeter.com. Please RSVP by week of
January 19. Cost is approx $25 per person, depending
on group rate.

NJ DEVILS
We have the opportunity to be part of
Faith and Family Night with the New
Jersey Devils on Saturday February 8
against the Los Angeles Kings at
7 pm. All in attendance will receive a
complimentary T-shirt exclusive to the night, as well
as a group photo on the ice after the game. Be a part
of the night. We need to purchase a block. For groups,
tickets start at $45.00. Deadline: January 30.

KNOWLEDGE - Getting to
know God better through Jesus
is our focus for January.
XP3 (6-8 Gr)
FOLLOW - a 3 part series.
Our teens will examine how
they follow and then share
Jesus with others.
First Press

YOUTH PARTICIPATION
Every third Sunday our youth have the opportunity
to serve as lay assistants and greeters. If you are in
6th grade or older and want to learn more, please
email Felicia@englewoodpres.org.
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F I R ST P R E SB Y T E RI A N
C H U R C H O F E N G L E W OO D

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

PRESBYTERY
On Tuesday, January 28 we are hosting
the stated meeting of the Presbytery of
the Palisades, from about 4 pm - 8 pm.
We need a few volunteers to host
and help set up the meal. If you can volunteer, please
contact Pastor Rich at rich@englewoodpres.org.

MINDFULNESS FOR FAMILIES
Sunday, January 12, at 4 pm
Come and learn how to practice mindfulness as a
family and have fun as you discover some tools
that can help kids emotionally regulate. Miranda
Thompson Lee, member of FPC, will be guiding
us through the process. Caregivers with their K-5th
graders welcome ($20 per family). Please email
Felicia@englewoodpres.org by Jan 5 if you would
like a spot - space is limited.

FOOD TO
FIRST ON
THE FIRST
Every month FPC collects food and non-perishable
items to support the Center for Food Action.
While we welcome food any day of the month,
we ask that you aim to bring items on the first
Sunday of each month. Please email
felicia@englewoodpres.org to learn more.

