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 Just a few weeks ago we received the schematic design options from the 
architect. There are three potential layouts for the sanctuary, and the Session,  
after receiving input from the congregation, will choose one to develop into a 
complete design. 

 What I found interesting was the architect's thought process. He spent a lot of 
time asking us about how we enter the sanctuary. Where do we park? Which doors do 
we use? He didn't focus on the end product first – he began at the beginning. 

 It makes sense. How you feel as you enter will set you up for your experience. 
If you're treated rudely by the host/hostess at a restaurant, you are less likely to enjoy 
your meal. Studies of church visitors indicate that most decide within five minutes 
whether they are likely to return. Our experience of worship begins in the parking lot. 

 I think this approach is something we need to consider as we map out our 
personal goals for 2018. Too often we are tempted to envision the goal first. We are 
encouraged to imagine ourselves achieving our goal, and to use that vision to inspire 
us. But I believe that before we can pursue a goal, we need to think about our  
starting point.  

 Faith is the foundation of everything else. The beginning of a happier life is a 
relationship with Jesus. In Jesus we learn what is important. We can love because God 
first loved us. In faith we can worry less and trust God more. In faith we can see the 
good in people and forgive their faults (and they can forgive ours). 

 The Psalms are a great example for us. Before the Psalms look to the future, 
they begin by establishing a starting point of trusting in God's loving provision. Many 
Psalms start with a word of praise, such as "O give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good, for his steadfast love endures forever." (Psalm 136:1) Being rooted in God is the 
basis of hope. 

 Before you think about where you want to be in December, start at the 
beginning. Enter the year with a foundation of faith, and you'll be far more likely to 
construct the life you would like to build. 

Peace and blessings, 

January 2018 
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From the Pastor 

LORD builds 
the house,  
those who  
build it labor 
in vain."  
– Psalm 127:1a 
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News for the Congregation 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 
The Annual Meeting of the congregation will  
take place on Sunday, January 28 at 12:30 pm  
in Elmore Hall. Members are encouraged to 
attend.  

ARCHITECT PRESENTATION 
Rolando Kraeher, our architect, will make a 
presentation to the congregation on Sunday, 
January 7, at 1:30 pm in Elmore Hall. We are at  
the schematic design phase. In this phase, we are 
being presented with three schematic designs (a 
schematic design is a basic layout). Rolando will 
present the options and explain the reasoning 
behind the possibilities. The congregation is  
invited to give input as the Session chooses one  
of the schemes before the end of January. 

HOSTING HOMELESS 
WORKING FAMILIES 
 

Pray for two families with six children ages 19 
months to 17 years old who we are hosting in  
the family shelter at Leonia United Methodist 
Church between Christmas and New Years.  
Tom Christiansen and Natalie Beaumont are  
our church's representatives to the Leonia 
/Englewood Team of Family Promise. 
 

Family Promise has been featured in the winter 
edition of a new magazine in Bergen County 
called Autumn Years. Dorothy VanderWerf  
contributed to the article by sharing her experi-
ence of inviting the team members from our six 
congregations to provide meals and overnight 
hosts for three weeks a year and how this oppor-
tunity of offering hospitality and a warm welcome 
encourages these families to have hope and 
strength to move forward with their goals of  
finding permanent housing. When we reach out 
to help others, our lives are enriched and we all 
become a caring community. Copies of the  
article are available at the church. 

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 
Presbyterian churches are governed by a board of 
elders known as the Session. Elders serve three-year 
terms and may serve two consecutive terms before 
leaving the board for at least one year. We welcome 
Moon Han, Caridad Schweizer, and Hung-En Sung 
to the Session. We thank Jill Strawbridge Bello, 
Richard Bennett, and Philip Tamis who have 
completed their terms of service. 
 

The Board of Deacons engages in ministries of care. 
We welcome Elise Andrianaravelo, Muriel Brantley, 
Cielo Camacho, Alyson Kumor, Arlene Mattis, 
Shirley Murdock and Philip Tamis to the Deacons. 
We thank Alan Aluska, Linda Heitner, Emily Kahn, 
Joshua Kahn, Beverly Rhinehart, Cary Schweizer, 
Jefferson Spady, and Hung-En Sung for their service 
as Deacons. 
 

Please pray for our officers as they lead us forward. 
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Saturday 
January 20, 2018 

10 – Noon 

                     MAKE FPC THRIVE IN 2018! 
         YOU have the power to make 2018 the best year in FPC's history. Please consider: 
 

 Tithing or proportional giving. The Biblical standard for giving is the tithe – 10% of your income.  
The average Presbyterian nationally gives 3.3% (pre-tax). Set it up online as a regular monthly gift. 

 Attend the 9 am Crossroads service periodically. We have had more new visitors at 9 am than at 11 am  
since September. A larger crowd adds excitement. When a church plants a new service, we rely on  
existing members to "seed" the service. Help us reach more people by adding your presence. 

 Lead a Church School small group (class) at either 9 am or 11 am. Children are the future of  
Christianity. With services at 9 am and 11 am you can teach at one and worship at the other. 

 Host a Connect Group in your home. We have more people who are interested in finding a small  
group than there are Connect Groups for them to join. Contact Pastor Rich if you're interested. 

 

         You are the church. When you make a deeper commitment in faith, you will not regret it. 
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FPC Family Ministries 
Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

ORANGE IN JANUARY 

First Look - Pre-K 
Our littlest friends will be learning that Jesus could 
do some pretty amazing things...and that through 
our belief in Him, we can too! 
 

252 - Elementary 
COMMITMENT is our focus this month. 
Committing to hearing and doing what God says, 
praying to God, talking to God and living for God! 
 

Xp3 - Middle school 
BEST SELLER 
A 3 week series about how to help understand and 
navigate the Bible and access all the tools it makes 
available to us, to live a better life. 

LOOKING FOR MORE YOUTH 
SMALL GROUP LEADERS FOR 
CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

If you are interested in sharing your faith with our 
youth, please contact Felicia@englewoodpres.org to 
learn how you can join our fantastic team!  

MOM’S MEET UP STARTING 
Moms of toddlers group beginning soon on  
Wednesday mornings. If interested, please  
contact Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.  

EPIPHANY PRESENTATION 
& LUNCHEON 
January 7th, at 12:15 pm - immediately following 
the 11 am service, in the Chapel, Set to music 
and narrated by our older children, the children 
from our church school, reenact the events  
leading up to the visitation of the three kings. It 
is followed by a luncheon, in Elmore Hall,  
prepared by our Hispanic community. Please 
plan to join us for an enjoyable afternoon! All 
are welcome!!  

FAMILY CONNECTION 
EBLASTS 
If you are not receiving our weekly 'Family 
Connection Eblasts' and would like to be informed 
of all events pertaining to families & church school - 
please contact: Felicia@Englewoodpres.org so that 
you may be added to the list.  

NEXT MIDDLE SCHOOL AND 
HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST! 
Is on January 14th at 10 am in the youth lounge… 
Meet your FPC friends over breakfast. This gathering 
coincides with our monthly Youth participation  
Sunday, where our youth serve as ushers and the  
lay assistant. For more information, contact Felicia.  
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Care Ministries 
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring 

CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA 
Chair-Assisted Yoga, sponsored by the Care 
Ministries and led by Analia Brown, begins again 
but now on Mondays, January 8, 15, 22, 29 and 
February 5 & 12 at 4 pm in the Chapel. It's only  
$5 per session and please register on Sundays or  
call the church office. 

THESE DAYS, A DAILY 
DEVOTIONAL    
The Care Ministries purchases these  
quarterly devotions for Living by Faith 
and they are now available. The editor 
writes, "May the reflections in this issue 
be your companion". 
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THANK YOU 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Music Fund to enable our Candlelight Carol Service to continue 
with a large complement of instruments. Our Chancel Choir and soloists, with instrumental accompaniment, 
never fail to inspire our prayer. Several names were omitted from the list in the program so we are reprinting 
them here: 
 

NELSON AND BENNIE BAEZ 
in memory of Natividad Baez 

 

THE BELLO FAMILY 
in memory of Jack Strawbridge, our beloved father and grandfather 

 

NANCY BENZEL 
 

ANDREA AND LARISSA BERGER 
in memory of Mark Berger 

 

BETSY CARSON 
in memory of Mary Ferguson 

 

DOROTHY HENRY 
in memory of Ottley Henry and G. Leonard Matthews 

 

PEARL AND TK LAU 
in honor of the choir and music program 

 

DIANE MACDONALD 
in memory of Dr. James A. Macdonald 

 

CAROLYN MOSCOU 
in thanksgiving for all the blessings in her life 

 

PETER J. AND ELIZABETH PUCHNER 
in memory of Andrew Puchner 

 

CARLOS RAMOS 
in memory of Ella Beharry 

 

ROBERT AND BARBARA RYDER 
 

MICHAEL R. SLATER 
 

MARIANNE WATTLEY 
 

JANE WOODSIDE 
in memory of Lyndon Woodside 

 
Happy New Year!   
David Macfarlane 

From the Choir Room 

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON NEW YEAR'S EVE 
Take time on Sunday, December 31 anytime from 7 - 11 to walk the winding path as  
you reflect and give thanks for the year past and pray for the new year about to begin.  
The indoor Labyrinth will be open again on February 16 and 17. Enter the Chapel 
through the East Room. 
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JANUARY 2018 CALENDAR  

  

9:00 am  
Crossroads Contemporary 

Worship Service 
 

11:00 am  
Traditional  

Worship Service &  
Church School 

 

Nursery/ 
child care  

available from  
8:30 am- 
12:30 pm 

 

Coffee & Conversation 
10:00 am and 12 noon 

Every Sunday 

 

 

 
Monday:     10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Tuesday:          9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Wednesday:    9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Thursday:         9:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 
Friday:                 9:45 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Office Hours 



 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 
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Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 
rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org 
 
Director of Family Ministries  
Felicia Arrigoitia  x302 
 felicia@englewoodpres.org 
 
Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 

 
 

 

Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x304 
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Office Associate,  
Beth Morrison  x303     
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Bookkeeper,  
Analia Brown  x308     
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 
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