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From the Pastor

Learners

The Church School theme for January was "knowledge". The children were
encouraged to learn more about God, learn more about the Bible – to be more focused
on learning in general. We tend to encourage children to do well in school, pursue higher
education – but when we have ended our formal education, do we allow ourselves
to stagnate?
Learning is how we grow as people. I know that life is really busy, and it can feel as
if the last thing we have time for is something new. But if we don't learn, if we don't grow
– that's when our lives can feel "stuck". We can begin to feel like a gerbil on a treadmill in
a cage, always running, never getting anywhere – and worse, the scenery never changes.

or the
Lord gives wisdom;
from his mouth
come knowledge
and
understanding;"
– Proverbs 2:6

My life has been enriched by little things that I've learned in the past few months.
I learned how to make pie crusts, pasta, and ricotta cheese. I learned how to use a DMX
controller for stage lights (okay, that was for the church, but I had great fun). I've also been
making sure that I watch at least 2-3 worship services online every week to keep myself
spiritually fed. When I get too busy to worship – and leading worship is not the same as
worshiping – I feel dried up inside. Learning and listening, spending time with God and
away from work, is really brightening my life.
So my challenge to you is simple. First, make a list of things you learned in the last
year. Something you learned how to do. Something you tried that you had never tried.
New experiences that were about you, not someone else. Second, think about what you
have planned for the next few months that will be learning experiences for you. If it's a
short list, add to it. Find some great podcasts and listen regularly. Take an adult class in
something – anything. Try to make this year's list longer than last year's.
Make it a variety of things. Ideally have it be something that you do with others.
You'll feel alive. You'll develop a thirst for more. And you'll be using all of the potential
God created within you.
Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation
SUPER
BOWL LIV
Want a place to
watch the Super Bowl? Come to the Chapel here
at FPC on February 2 at 6 pm. Bring a snack or
non-alcoholic beverage to share.

SACRAMENTS:
AN ADULT
STUDY
As Presbyterians we celebrate two sacraments,
baptism and communion. What do they mean to
us? And why do other denominations celebrate other
sacraments that we do not? Pastor Rich will make a
presentation and lead a discussion on this topic on
Tuesday, February 18 at 7 pm in the Chapel.

ASH
WEDNESDAY
Our Ash Wednesday
service will take place in
the Chapel on Wednesday, February 26 at 7:30 pm.
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper will be
celebrated along with the imposition of ashes.

FOOD TO
FIRST ON
THE FIRST
FPC collects food and non-perishable items each
month to support the Center for Food Action.
We ask that you bring items on the first Sunday of
each month. Please deposit beside greeters table at
entrance to Elmore Hall. If there are questions
contact mission@englewoodpres.org.
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FPC Family Ministries
SOUPER BOWL
OF CARING
Help us tackle hunger! As
millions prepare to party
during the Super Bowl, we
are participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring, a
nationwide initiative to benefit local food pantries.
Sunday, February 2nd you are invited to make a cash
donation or drop off cans of soup, or other nonperishable food items, that will directly benefit the
Center for Food Action here in Englewood.

VBC PLANNING
MEETING
We are having our first meeting
for VBC on Wednesday, February 5 at 7 pm. If you
would like to be a part of the decorating, leadership
or planning team join us in the meeting room to learn
more or email Felicia@englewoodpres.org.

MINDFULNESS
FOR FAMILIES
Come and learn how to practice
mindfulness as a family and have
fun as you discover some tools
that can help you and your
children emotionally regulate. Miranda Thompson Lee,
member of FPC, will be guiding us through the process
on Sunday, February 9 at 4 pm. Caregivers with
their K-5th graders welcome ($20 per family). Email
Events@Englewoodpres.org if you would like a spot space is limited.

YOUTH APPRENTICE IN
THE AV ROOM
We have an opportunity for an interested youth
(highschool) to apprentice in our AV room. Our team
is looking to teach the next generation the intricacies
of our sound system for our weekly livestream. If
interested, please contact felicia@englewoodpres.org.
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FPC Family Ministries (cont.)
Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

TEEN
FRIDAYS
Our high school
youth are invited to join us in the kitchen for food,
faith, fun and fellowship. Every 2nd and 4th Friday
from 7-9 pm. February dates: Friday, February 14
and 28. Please bring a friend with you! RSVP is
helpful so we know how much to prepare:
Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

MOVIE NIGHT!
Meet us in the chapel for a family
movie night. Pizza and popcorn
will be served. RSVP needed
at events@englewoodpres.org.
Friday, February 21, 6 - 8:30 pm.

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH
FELLOWSHIP
Join us after each service on Sunday, February 23
for a delicious fellowship breakfast celebrating
Black History - the past, present and future!

JAN HUS
Our monthly service to the homeless
at Jan Hus is on Tuesday, February
25. The dinner is hosted presently at
Madison Ave Presbyterian Church in
NYC. If you are interested in meeting
us to carpool into the city at 4 pm, please
email mission@englewoodpres.org.

CHILDREN’S
CHORUS
Our children's chorus will
be gathering once again to
prepare for Palm Sunday and Easter services. Practices
begin on Saturday, February 29 at 3:30 pm and will
meet every Saturday until April 11. Please contact
David at music@englewoodpres.org to let him know
your child will be participating.

30 HOUR FAMINE
Our middle and high school
students will be participating in
a 30 Hour Famine Friday,
February 28-29 to raise money
for World Vision and have a direct impact in helping to
end world hunger. They will be learning about empathy,
cooperation and the effects of world and local hunger.
We invite you to sponsor our students. For more
information, contact mission@englewoodpres.org.

ORANGE IN
FEBRUARY
FIRST LOOK (PreK): Our littlest ones are learning
to choose grace and to love everyone the way Jesus
loves them.
252 (K-5): LOVE - Choosing to treat others the way
you want to be treated.

MOM'S GROUP
With the blessing of so many little ones this year,
we are launching a mom's group where faith and
friendships can be nurtured. We are interested in
assessing the best timing and days. If you're interested
please email Felicia@englewoodpres.org.

EPIPHANY THANK YOU!
Thank you to all the parents and friends that assisted with the rehearsal, costuming and clean up of the Epiphany play.
Thank you also to all of the children that participated - YOU DID AN AWESOME JOB!
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FEBRUARY 2020 CALENDAR

Every Sunday

9:00 am: Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School
11:00 am: Traditional Choral | Service & Church School
Nursery / child care available from 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon

F I R ST P R E SB Y T E RI A N
C H U R C H O F E N G L E W OO D

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

THE LABYRINTH
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
IS BACK
On Sunday February 9th, First Presbyterian Church
of Englewood will be holding the Financial Peace
University "FPU" course for the 21st time. The course
will run for nine weeks ending on April 5th. Classes
will be held in the East Room at 5 pm. During this nine
week class you will learn budgeting techniques, the
best way to get out of debt, saving for retirement, what
insurance you need and so much more. I encourage
everyone to seriously consider taking this life changing
course. In addition, please tell your friends and family
about it as it is not limited to church members. If you
are interested please go to the website fpu.com/1107961.
If you would like additional information you may call
me at 201 914-2120 or email paul.platek@ubs.com.
- Paul A. Platek

The indoor Labyrinth will be open for
walking, meditation, and centering
prayer in the Chapel on Friday,
February 28, 4-7 pm and Saturday,
February 29, 12-4 pm. Enter the
Labyrinth through the East Room.

SAVE THE DATE: LINSEY DAVIS
BOOK SIGNING ON MARCH 15
ABC news correspondent and
children's book author, Linsey
Davis, will be sharing her latest
book, 'One Big Heart' with us
at a book reading/signing on
Sunday, March 15 at 1 pm.
We are hosting this community
wide event in Elmore Hall. Please share this information
with your schools and neighbors.

