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From the Pastor
Adaptation
have
become all things
to all people, that I
might by all means
save some."
– 1 Cor 9:22b

The Session has just decided that the design of the new sanctuary will be based on
schematic design option #2, which was the option that will locate the chancel on the western
side of the space. This is a 180-degree rotation of the orientation of the sanctuary from what it
used to be.
The difference between 1870 and 2018 is that people drive to church rather than walk.
In 1870 it made sense to put the main entrance close to the sidewalk, right at the intersection
of Palisade Ave and Dwight Place. When the automobile took hold, the church built a parking
lot on the vacant land behind the church. This meant that the parking lot was on the wrong
side of the building. Turning the sanctuary around will make it natural to enter the sanctuary
from the parking area. It is adapting to the reality of the automobile.
A lot of life is about adapting to new realities. Industries are born (or die) and we have
to adapt. Technologies come into use. The grieving process is largely about adaptation. It isn't
that you "heal" or "get over" the loss of a loved one – in fact, I don't like those terms. Rather,
you adapt to the reality that your loved one is gone, and then you move forward as best you can.
The world changes, and we have to change with it. Whether we are looking at our
careers or our families or our new sanctuary, we try to see what the new realities are, and we
prepare to live with those realities. We don't have to like the way things are changing, but we
have to accept that we are. Right now the retail world is littered with businesses that failed to
accept the reality of Amazon. Our new sanctuary will represent our best attempt to create a
facility that is suited to the new realities of ministry.
As Christians, we are people who represent eternal realities. The reality that Jesus
Christ is the one Lord and Savior of humankind. The reality that God loves us. To live as
God's people is to acknowledge reality and adapt to it.
Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation

THE STORY OF MY LIFE
The Story of My Life is a six-week Connect
Group experience led by Rev. Hong on Thursday
evenings at 7 pm beginning February 22 through
March 29 in the East Room.
Everyone loves a good story. It’s what drives
us to stay up longer at night than we intended—
binge watching or binge reading—and there’s
something about stories that attracts us. Over these
weeks, we’re going to look at how Jesus’ promise of
“life to the full” plays out in each of our life stories.
Ultimately, when we understand our part in God’s
story, we can better understand our own story.

From the Choir Room

EASTER CHOIR
It’s not to soon to start preparing for out beautiful
Holy Week and Easter services. Anyone who
is interested in joining the choir for the Lent/
Easter season is invited to join us every Sunday
at 9:30 am for choir rehearsal in the choir room.
Light refreshments are provided. Consider singing
in the choir as your Lenten service offering. All
are welcome!

CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA
Chair-Assisted Yoga sponsored by the
Care Ministries Committee has been
postponed to begin on Monday, March 5 at 4 pm in
the Chapel. Analia Brown, certified Yoga instructor,
will lead the six sessions on Mondays, March 5, 12, 19,
26 and April 2 & 9. Each session is only $5.00 with the
rest underwritten by the church. Please register now in
Elmore Hall or the Chapel or call the church office.

EASTER
BRASS
Contributions are being accepted to defray the cost
of the trumpets, trombones and timpani that uplift
our Easter services. If you would like to offer one of
the instruments in memory of a loved one, please
see David Macfarlane for more information.

WALK THE
LABYRINTH
DURING LENT
Enrich your Lenten Journey with a Labyrinth
Walk in February and March. As Jesus made
his journey to Jerusalem, you are invited to walk
a pathway on the labyrinth in the Chapel and
also visit the Prayer Centers in the East Room on
Friday, February 16, from 4 - 7 pm or on Saturday,
the 17th from 12 noon to 4 pm. The Labyrinth
will be open again during Lent on March 16,
4 - 7 pm and March 17, 12 - 4 pm. Thank you.
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CORRECTION
The list of contributors to the Christmas Music
Fund published in last month’s newsletter
inadvertently omitted the names AUDREY AND
STEN SVENNSEN. Many thanks to them and
everyone who showed their support.
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FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL
BREAKFAST!
Join your friends for breakfast and catch up. Middle
school and High school breakfast - February 18th
@10 am in the youth lounge. Then join our Youth
participation Sunday...If you are interested in learning
about being a youth usher or being our youth lay
assistant, email me: Felicia@englewoodpres.org.

SAVE THE DATE…
Our annual Easter egg scavenger hunt will be on
Saturday, March 24th @ 11 am. Tell a friend!

ORANGE IN FEBRUARY
Nursery & Pre K (First Look)
Our preschoolers will learn Jesus is
the one to watch, because he can do
anything.
Elementary (252)
COMMITMENT - God keeps His
word and promises and puts His
plans into action. In His example,
we can commit to making Jesus part
of our life by reading, praying and
talking to others about Him.

CHILDREN’S CHORUS
Children's chorus will meet in February and March
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. (2/4,
2/18, 3/4, 3/18). They will be singing at the Palm
Sunday service at 11 am.

Middle School (XP3)
BEST SELLER - A 3 week series
about how to understand and
navigate the Bible and access all
the tools it makes available to us
to live a better life.

MANY THANKS
Many thanks to all that helped put the Epiphany performance together. We had 32 children come together to
reenact the story of the Magi's visit of baby Jesus and many hands were instrumental to the final product. Many
others stepped in to assist as they saw the need. I am so grateful for the support! Thanks to Elma Van Der Eijk,
Paloma and Cielo Camacho for dressing all the angels and shepherds! Gladys Dagadayan, Carol Schulzerinne,
Maggie Bryant, and Janice Piergentile, for keeping shepherds and angels in order (no small feat!) Yvonne Crichton for creating our origami Star of Bethlehem. Jill Bello for supplementing some of our costuming. Jeff Spady
for assisting with props and costumes. John Fraser for collecting all the rolls that our youth then turned into our
maracas! Vera Kyei-Fordjour and Sherronda Brown for helping our little ones create those maracas! Pastor Rich
for rescuing our silent soundtrack. I thank each of you!! I also thank all of the children participating in the play
and our youth readers. Reenacting the story, year to year, serves to ingrain in us the beauty and humility in
which our savior was born for us. May we hold that in our hearts throughout the year. Thanks also to our
Hispanic Community for providing a most delicious luncheon after the play. To all who shopped, prepped,
cooked and served...Many, many thanks!!!
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Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

FEBRUARY 2018 CALENDAR

Every Sunday
9:00 am
Crossroads Contemporary
Service & Church School
11:00 am
Traditional Choral
Service & Church School
Nursery/
child care
available from
8:30 am12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation
10:00 am and 12 noon

