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 I love those "behind the scenes" documentaries that detail everything from the 
making of a movie to the running of a restaurant. I love learning why they do things  
a certain way, or why certain decisions were made. Most decisions aren't arbitrary;  
they're thoughtful. 

 The same is true in church. Most of what we do (or don't do) in worship is 
actually rooted in our theology. Some of the ones I like to mention are that we (as 
Presbyterians) do not pray for the dead. Why? Because we believe the dead are in the 
care of a loving God and beyond need of our prayers. We will only baptize someone 
once, even if they request it again. Why? Because we believe that one baptism is all  
we need. It never expires. 

 Knowing why something is done helps you appreciate doing it. Many of us  
have certain family traditions that we observe during the holidays. Most of your 
traditions probably have a story behind them. It might not be a glamourous story,  
but it's still a story. Maybe you always get the chunky cranberry sauce because Grandpa 
preferred it. Maybe your main Christmas dinner entrée is always what it is because  
your great-grandmother started doing it. 

 The story gives the tradition a purpose. A tradition without understanding  
ceases to have meaning. During this holiday season, as family gathers and you repeat 
certain traditions, talk about them. Talk about why you do them. This will not only  
help keep the traditions alive, it will keep the memory of those who started them  
alive as well. 

 Then add some new traditions as well. Every family needs them and the  
stories about them that your family will share generations from now. 

Merry Christmas! 
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News for the Congregation 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
LABYRINTH 
  
On New Year's Eve, the indoor 
Labyrinth will be open from  
7 pm to 10:30 pm in the  

Chapel. You are invited to explore this ancient 
spiritual practice and prepare for the New Year with  
a meditative journey. All ages are welcome!! 

From the Choir Room 

FOOD TO 
FIRST ON  
THE FIRST 
 

Every month FPC 
collects food and non-perishable items to support  
the Center for Food Action. We are renewing an 
initiative we have enjoyed in the past: Food to First  
on the First. While we welcome food any day of the 
month, we ask that you aim to bring items on the first 
Sunday of each month. We have a few volunteers that 
have generously offered their time to deliver the food 
to the CFA, but if you are able to assist in this way, 
please email felicia@englewoodpres.org to learn more.  

CHRISTMAS AT FPC 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 AT 6 PM 
Carols and Cookies 
Enjoy a evening of food, fun and caroling for all  
our families.  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 AT 4 PM 
107th Candlelight Carol Service  
The highlight of the Christmas season is this  
beautiful service presented at our church for the 
107th consecutive year.  The music will include  
carols old, new and traditional, audience sing-along 
and the singing of “Silent Night” and candle lighting. 
Our Chancel Choir and soloists will be accompanied 
by brass quartet, harp, flute and percussion. Invite  
your friends to share in the beautiful music of the season  
and come early for best seating. 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 AT 6 PM 
Christmas Eve Choral Family Service 
A Christmas celebration especially suited for families 
with children featuring our Chancel Choir, soloists, 
and the Children’s Chorus! 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 AT 11 PM 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
Service 
Bergen County’s most beautiful Christmas Eve  
service at the traditional late hour ending at Midnight. 
Special music will be sung by our vocal soloists.   

SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

The beautiful Christmas programs are made 
possible through the music fund of our church. 
The fund does not have an adequate balance to 
cover the expense of our magnificent brass quartet 
and other instruments for the Christmas programs. 
Donations are desperately needed so that our 
tradition of having the most beautiful music in  
the county can continue uninterrupted. Donations 
may be left at the office or see David Macfarlane 
about sponsoring individual instruments for one  
of our Christmas Programs. 

JAN HUS 
Tap into your spirit of giving and join us to serve  
the hungry and homeless at Jan Hus on Tuesday, 
December 17. Dinner is presently hosted at Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian Church. We will meet at  
the church by 4:15 pm and carpool into the city.  
If interested in participating, please email  
felicia@englewoodpres.org. 
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FPC Family Ministries  

JINGLE JAM 
Friday, December 20,  
6 pm in the Art Loft 
 

Are you ready to 
celebrate?? In place of 

our monthly Game Night, we invite you to an FPC 
Family Christmas celebration. Come play some 
Christmas games, create ornaments, learn a dance  
or two, share some yummy food and connect with 
other families. We need a few families to help anchor  
this event, if you are able to help, contact Felicia.  

TEEN FRIDAYS 

We are gathering on Friday, December 13 for our 
Teen Friday Christmas Party! We invite all high 
schoolers to bring a friend and join us for a tasty 
dinner. We typically gather at 7 pm in the kitchen, 
prep, cook and then share fellowship and the meal 
together. This particular meeting we ask that, if 
possible, you bring a holiday favorite of yours (with 
recipe). As there is holiday break, there will not be a 
second meeting date for the month of December.  
The next date is January 10. Please RSVP if you are 
planning to attend so we can have an idea of how 
many to expect. Felicia@englewoodpres.org. 

Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

 

ORANGE IN DECEMBER 

 
 
 

Our preschoolers are learning  
the Christmas story all month. 
They will learn that God loved  
us SO MUCH he gave us Jesus. 
 

 

Through Jesus, God made a way 
for us to have a relationship with 
Him. Knowing Jesus can give us 
joy no matter what’s happening 
around us.  

 
 
Out teens will explore the  
generosity of God giving us Jesus 
and how they can practice being 
generous all year long, starting 
with those closest to them.  

FIRST LOOK (pre-K) 

252 (K-5) 

XP3 (6-8 Gr) 

CAROLS & COOKIES 

Friday, December 6 at 6 pm. 
 

Get into the Christmas spirit and celebrate  
with your FPC family! Join us for dinner,  
create ornaments, sing some favorites, decorate  
cookiesto bring home & participate in our 
cookie exchange. Pastor Rich will once again be  
preparing his delicious holiday favorites, David  
will lead us in joyous song and you have the  
option of bringing your favorite holiday cookie  
to place on our cookie exchange table. Bring  
someone that would like to pause the holiday 
stress and instead would like to experience holiday 
joy! Again we could use a few helpers with this, if 
you can assist, please contact Felicia.  

EPIPHANY 
PRESENTATION  
Sunday, January 5, 12:30 pm  
in the Chapel 

 

We invite the entire congregation to the chapel at  
12:30 pm on January 5th to enjoy the children as they 
present the visitation of the Magi and reenact the 
Christmas story. This is a very engaging celebration 
followed by a delicious luncheon sponsored by our 
Latino community. We invite ALL students to 
participate. For more information, contact Felicia.  
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REQUESTED 
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Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 

DECEMBER 2019 CALENDAR  

 

9:00 am: Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School 
11:00 am: Traditional Choral  |  Service & Church School 
Nursery / child care available from  8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon 

Every Sunday 

                               WILLS AND TRUSTS 
Who needs a will? Who needs a trust?  What are the various types of trusts and why  
are they important? Come to the chapel after either service on December 8 and learn  
about these topics from a local attorney. Each presentation will last about 30 minutes.  

Light refreshments will be served. 


