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From the Pastor
Wants and Needs
o you is
born this day in
the city of David a
Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord.
– Luke 2:11

I make no secret of my disdain for Black Friday. I dislike associating Christmas
with a consumer mindset. I think it is unhealthy to have us focus on wanting more.
This year, as I saw the emails from stores pour into my inbox, it was more clear than
ever that I don't need what they are selling. I have what I need.
What do we really want? What do we really need? These are important
questions for us to consider. When we divert our time and resources into things
that don't truly benefit us, we are wasting them. How much of our Christmas energy
is actually going toward things that don't matter?
When I was a kid, I didn't appreciate the gifts of things that I needed but
didn't want. The wool sweaters, the thick socks – sure these would keep me warm
on my walks to school through a deep Chicago winter, but they didn't compare to
the latest G.I. Joe or a new baseball glove. But people who loved me gave them to
me anyway.
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What do we really want? Or more importantly, what do we really need?
Christmas is about the gift we didn't know we needed: a Savior. The people wanted
a military leader who would help them overthrow Roman rule. What we needed was
someone who would overthrow the power of sin.
"The angel said to them, "to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord." – Luke 2:11
God gave us the gift we needed, not the gift we wanted.
In fact, we didn't want this gift so much that we crucified Jesus. Yet even that
didn’t stop God from giving us what we needed. Jesus, born to save the world, was
despised, mocked, suffered, crucified – and raised on the third day. Think about how
you will honor that gift appropriately, and celebrate accordingly. As Linus said, "that's
what Christmas is all about."
Peace and blessings,

News for the Congregation

SHEPHERDS AND WISE MEN
DON'T MIX:
A CHRISTMAS BIBLE STUDY
Thursday, December 14 at 7 pm in the East Room
The Christmas story is only mentioned in two of
the four Gospels, and they are very different. Join
Rev. Hong for a Bible study and discussion of why
the Christmas stories are different and why they
should not be conflated.

POINSETTIAS
Donate to the Flower Fund in
memory of a loved one, to honor
family or friend, in thanksgiving
for another person, or other tributes
during the Christmas Season. Please fill out the
information below and place in the offering
plate together with your donation or contact
the church office by December 18th
(201-568-7373 x303 or x304 or e-mail to
office@englewoodpres.org).
Given by: (your name)
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
In memory of:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
In honor of:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
In thanksgiving for:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Other honor:
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
On Christmas Eve (Sunday, December 24), the
worship schedule is as follows:


CROSSROADS contemporary service at 9 am



There is NO 11 am service on Dec 24



CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE with
full choir and communion at 6 pm.



CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT
COMMUNION SERVICE at 11 am.
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DOROTHY’S RETIREMENT
As previously announced, at the end of the month
Dorothy VanderWerf retires after 22 years on staff
here at FPC. We are so very grateful for her years of
tireless, dedicated service. We are planning to hold a
celebration of her service in the early spring. (We
did not want to have a celebration obscured by the
busyness of the holidays.) Please contact Peter
Bigler if you would like to help plan the event.
December 2017

OUR CHURCH
RECOGNIZED AT
FAMILY PROMISE GALA
On October 18, our church and Leonia United
Methodist Church were honored by Family
Promise for hosting homeless working families.
25 congregations host along with 55 other
support congregations serve these families every
night of the year. Our Team host three weeks
each year. We were recognized by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and by Bergen County's
Executive, James J. Tedesco for our efforts to
assist families in the County. Dorothy
VanderWerf has served as Coordinator of our
team for 6 years along with Natalie Beaumont.
Dorothy has written an article about this
experience in the next edition of Autumn Years
magazine featuring Family Promise.

JAN HUS
CLOTHING DRIVE
Once again the people of First
Presbyterian Church came through
to help the homeless associated
with Jan Hus. We were able to deliver another full
cargo van of men's clothes, some of which was 500
new shirts, along with new under garments and
money donations that will buy more. Jan Hus
appreciates all you have done in the past and
present to ease some of the stress their patrons
experience. Another job well done. In appreciation,
Englewood First Presbyterian Church received an
award from One Hope and Urban Outreach
Center of NYC. We are now proud recipient of
the Biggest Clothing Drive Volunteer Reward.
Thank you all once again for your great work
helping the needy.
-Charlene & David
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GOD'S CREATION
CALENDARS BENEFIT
MISSION
The Care Ministries Committee sold these beautiful
calendars with the proceeds of $102 to support a
program at Bergen Family Center with pumpkins
for the children and their grandparents, also
pumpkins and face stickers for the Center for Food
Action to give to families with children when they
receive emergency food packets. Thank you to the
25 families who purchased a 2018 calendar!

HOSTING HOMELESS
WORKING FAMILIES
Our team of 6 congregations in Englewood
and Leonia will be hosting these families from
Sunday, December 24 to Sunday, December
31. Check the days that you can serve as an
overnight host or provide dinner or food items
for their breakfasts and lunches. The sign-up
lists will be in the Chapel during Coffee &
Conversation. We host these families at Leonia
United Methodist Church since the fire from
7 pm each night to 7 am in the morning. The
van then transports them back to Family Promise
headquarters in Ridgewood to either work or day
care during the holiday season. Thank you for
your generous support of this important mission!
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FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

CAROLS AND COOKIES
Join us on December 8th for a delicious dinner,
prepared by our very own Pastor Rich, and then gather
around to sing beloved hymns new and old. Bring a
box of your favorite homemade cookies to share at our
cookie exchange and leave with a box of assorted cookies
for you to enjoy at home. 6:30 pm in Elmore Hall.

CHILDREN'S CHORUS
IN THE CANDLELIGHT
CAROL SERVICE
Our youngest singers will have a chance to shine at
our annual Candlelight Carol Service this year.
They have been preparing since September under
the loving guidance of our children's choral director,
Jane Williams. Come and support them. 4 pm on
December 17th in Elmore Hall.

CHILDREN’S CHORUS
REHEARSALS
Practices at10 am in the Children's Chorus Room
on the following dates:
December 3 and December 17
Candlelight Carol Service on December 17
at 4 pm. Children arrive at 3 pm.

ORANGE IN DECEMBER
FIRST LOOK - Pre-schoolers:
"GOD HAS GIVEN A SON TO US"

We will be introducing the story of Christmas and
Jesus' birth to our youngest friends this month.

252 (K-5): GENEROSITY is our theme word

EPIPHANY PLAY
We are quickly approaching Christmas and
Epiphany once again. Youth interested in
participating in our annual Epiphany play on
January 7th, please contact Felicia.
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this month.
When God gave us his son, there was no greater
gift. We will discuss responding to God's generosity
by being generous with our family, friends and
neighbors.

Xp3: ANOTHER CHRISTMAS STORY
This month we will explore the untold aspects
of the Christmas story and their impact in God's
overall plan.
December 2017

Christmas at FPC
CAROLS AND COOKIES
Friday, December 8 at 6:30 pm
Enjoy a evening of food, fun and caroling for all our families.

106TH CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE
Sunday, December 17 at 4 pm
The highlight of the Christmas season is this beautiful service presented
at our church for the 106th consecutive year. The music will include
carols old, new and traditional, audience sing-along and the singing of
“Silent Night” and candle lighting. Our Chancel Choir and soloists
will be accompanied by brass quintet, harp, flute and percussion. Invite
your friends to share in the beautiful music of the season and come early
for best seating.

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE
Sunday, December 24 at 6 pm
A Christmas celebration especially suited for families with
children featuring our Chancel Choir, soloists, special guests,
and communion.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE
Sunday, December 24 at 11 pm
Bergen County’s most beautiful Christmas Eve service at the traditional
late hour ending at Midnight. Special music will be sung by our
vocal soloists.

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS AVAILABLE
As we begin the Season of Advent on Sunday, December 3, we invite you to use a special Advent
Devotional booklet, JESUS: GOD'S PROMISE by Henri Nouwen. He is one of the most prolific
and beloved spiritual writers of our time with prayerful wisdom, original reflections based on his
writings along with Scripture readings and prayers for each day of Advent. Copies are available at
the Information Centers.
First Press
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From the Choir Room
SPONSORS
NEEDED
The beautiful Christmas
programs are made
possible through the
music fund of our church. The fund does not have
an adequate balance to cover the expense of our
magnificent brass quartet and other instruments
for the Christmas programs. Donations are
desperately needed so that our tradition of having
the most beautiful music in the county can
continue uninterrupted. Donations may be left
at the office or see David Macfarlane about
sponsoring individual instruments for one of
our Christmas Programs.

A THANK YOU
FROM RONALD
MCDONALD
HOUSE
"On behalf of Board of
trustees and Staff, we thank you for your
donation of pop tabs. They are recycled,
weighed and cashed in by the pound and
then used to provide housing at no cost
to families with children receiving medical
care." Carolyn Moscou and Yvonne Crichton
just delivered 2 big boxes mostly collected by
John Fraser. Keep collecting and bringing them
to the church. It makes a difference in the lives
of families with sick children.

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON NEW YEAR'S EVE
Before 2018 begins, take time on December 31 to walk the labyrinth in our beautiful
Chapel with candle-lighting and soft music. It's a good time to reflect on the year past
and be grateful. It's a good time to pray for the new year about to begin. Members of the
Labyrinth Committee will greet you in the East Room.
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DECEMBER 2017 CALENDAR

Every Sunday
9:00 am
Crossroads Contemporary
Worship Service
11:00 am
Traditional
Worship Service &
Church School
Nursery/
child care
available from
8:30 am12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation
10:00 am and 12 noon
First Press

Office Hours
Monday:

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Tuesday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Wednesday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Thursday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm

Friday:

9:45 am – 3:00 pm
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Staﬀ Extensions and E‐mail Addresses

Bookkeeper,
Analia Brown
x308
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org

Director of Family Ministries
Felicia Arrigoitia
x302
felicia@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Associate,
Beth Morrison
beth@englewoodpres.org

Music Director,
David Macfarlane
x310
music@englewoodpres.org

Oﬃce Manager,
Danielle De Laurentis
x304
oﬃce@englewoodpres.org

Rev. Richard S. Hong
Cell: 973‐769‐0199
rich@englewoodpres.org

x306

x303

Director of Care Ministries,
Dorothy VanderWerf
x307
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org

April 5, 2015
Happy Easter
150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org
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