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BAPTISM OF THE LORD

THE GATHERING
The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. Ordinarily applause is held until the
conclusion of the Postlude. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, we invite you to
wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a community that prays
with and for one another, we invite you to share your joys and concerns by using
the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those parts of the Service of Worship
in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.
*Please stand as you are able.
PRELUDE
* HYMN 229 From All That Dwell Below the Skies Lasst Uns Erfreuen
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, in the Scriptures we read of your overwhelming
majesty and your overwhelming love. Forgive us for listening to
voices that call us worthless and unlovable. Help us to hear your
words of love so that we know that we are also your beloved. This
we pray in the name of our Lord and our Savior, Jesus Christ.
PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:
in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks
through despair, life breaks through death.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.
TIME WITH CHILDREN
+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. +

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
* EXCHANGE OF PEACE
Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened
his heart to us, and God will be glorified.

People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”
Response - “And also with you.”)
* HYMN 326

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart
THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 43:1-7

Morecambe

ANTHEM

This Little Babe

Benjamin Britten

This little Babe, so few days old, Is come to rifle Satan's fold; All hell doth at his
presence quake, Though he himself for cold do shake; For in this weak unarmed wise
The gates of hell he will surprise.
With tears he fights and wins the field, His naked breast stands for a shield; His
battering shot are babish cries, His arrows looks of weeping eyes, His martial ensigns
cold and need, And feeble flesh his warrior's steed.
His camp is pitched in a stall His bulwark but a broken wall; The crib his trench, haystalks his stakes, Of shepherds he his muster makes; And thus, as sure his foe to wound,
The angels' trumps alarum sound.
My soul, with Christ join thou in fight; Stick to the tents that he hath pight; Within his
crib is surest ward, This little Babe will be thy guard; If thou wilt foil thy foes with joy,
Then flit not from this heavenly boy.
ROBERT SOUTHWELL C. 1561-1595

SECOND LESSON

Acts 8:9-25

SERMON

“Started”

Rev. Richard S. Hong

THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

The Baptism of Jesus

Austin Lovelace

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John,
he did not come for pardon. but as his Father's Son.
He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins,
to speak the vital sentence with which good news begins.
He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss,
for us and our salvation to die upon the cross.
So when the Dove descended on him, the Son of Man,
the hidden years had ended, the age of grace began.
Come, Holy Spirit, aid us to keep the vows we make,
this very day invade us, and every bondage break.
Come, give our lives direction, the gift we covet most:
to share the resurrection that leads to Pentecost.

FRED PRATT GREEN

* THE DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.
THE SENDING OUT
* HYMN 495

We Know That Christ Is Raised

Engelberg

* BENEDICTION
CHORAL AMEN
POSTLUDE
Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.)
*

*

*

*

*

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
Isaiah 43:1-7 (NRSV)
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who
formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when
you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you. 3For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for
you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not
fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from
the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and
to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my
daughters from the end of the earth— 7everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”
Acts 8:9-25 (NRSV)
Now a certain man named Simon had previously practiced magic in
the city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone
great. 10All of them, from the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly,
saying, “This man is the power of God that is called Great.”11And they
listened eagerly to him because for a long time he had amazed them with
his magic. 12But when they believed Philip, who was proclaiming the good
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women. 13Even Simon himself believed. After
being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed when he
saw the signs and great miracles that took place.
14
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down
and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet
the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on
them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18Now when Simon saw that the
Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered
them money, 19saying, “Give me also this power so that anyone on whom
I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20But Peter said to him, “May

your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain
God’s gift with money! 21You have no part or share in this, for your
heart is not right before God. 22Repent therefore of this wickedness of
yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart
may be forgiven you. 23For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness
and the chains of wickedness.” 24Simon answered, “Pray for me to the
Lord, that nothing of what you have said may happen to me.” 25Now
after Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the Lord,
they returned to Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many villages
of the Samaritans.
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WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP

Ordination and Installation of Officers
Today we are welcoming new officers of our congregation. Richard
Bennett, Melissa Gagnon, Arlene Mattis, Jeffrey Sammis, Candida Urena
are beginning terms as Ruling Elders. Michael Bales, Avery DiMaria,
Elizabeth Carson, Rosetta Forshee, Sara Lee, and Emily Secor are
beginning terms as Deacons. Please pray for them as they embark
on this service to the church. We wish to thank Elders Peter Bigler,
Diane Christian, Kyung Lee, and Carolyn Milne, and Deacons
Cielo Camacho, Kate Matsuda, Arlene Mattis, and Lois Strauss,
who have completed their terms of service.
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Ken Stevens. A member of First
Presbyterian Church since 1969, Ken has been active in the life of the
church serving as Deacon, Trustee and Elder at various times. Presently
he serves as a member of the Worship & Music committee, and was a
long-time usher. Ken served as manager-coordinator for the weddings
at First Presbyterian until the fire of 2016 destroyed the sanctuary. He
maintains the Memorial Garden Book of Remembrance in which the
names of members and friends who now rest in the Garden are inscribed.
A graduate of the US Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, NY, he
has made 10 around the world voyages as a professional mariner, and is
now a retired ship / cargo broker. His hobby is entertaining as a member
of the baritone section of The Blue Chip Chorus of Bergen County, based
in Teaneck.

The Elders: Richard Bennett, David Bishop, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee, Akira Fujitsuka, Melissa Gagnon,
Moon Han, Paul Kang, Arlene Mattis, Paul Platek, Robert Ryder, Jeffrey Sammis, Caridad Schweizer,
Hung-En Sung, Candida Urena.
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session.
The Deacons: Michael Bales, Muriel Brantley, Elizabeth Carson, Sheila Chen, Avery DiMaria,
John Fraser, Rosetta Forshee, Miguelina Happle, J.B. Holderness, Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Jean Rohloff,
Emily Secor, Philip Tamis.
Co-Moderators: Sheila Chen & Rosetta Forshee Staff: Reverend Richard Hong

ANNOUNCEMENTS
COFFEE & CONVERSATION is in the Chapel at 10 am and 12 noon.
Come, enjoy some refreshments and meet friends.
LAST CALL! SNOW TUBING - Grab your family and friends and suit
up, because FPC is going snow tubing! Saturday, January 19, we are headed
to Mount Peter in Warwick, New York (about an hour away). In addition
to tubing, there is a winter wonderland designed especially for our littlest
adventurers. You can find out more details at https://www.mtpeter.com/.
Please RSVP by Monday, January 14 to felicia@englewoopres.org. Cost is
approx $25 per person, depending on group rate.
WOMEN’S CONNECT GROUP - At FPC, a group of women come
together to grow spiritually, support and encourage one another and share
our experiences. We invite all women who are part of the FPC community
to join by participating this winter - our eighth DVD study session! We
started last week, covering James by Matt Chandler. This 13-session study
examines the core message of James: the relationship between faith and
works. Meetings will be held on Wednesdays in the East Room at 11 am
and 7 pm. We hope you can attend either session. Any questions, please
contact: connectgroups@englewoodpres.org.
STREAMING: Did you know that you can stream both the contemporary
and traditional services live AND at any time during the week? The services
are available at both fpce.live and on our church Facebook page.

Online Giving
Are you interested in giving to FPC through your smartphone? Just text ‘fpce’ to 77977
and you’ll receive a link that lets you get set up right away.

Get the FPC App
Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online! Parents
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your
app store.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631
(201) 568-7373 www.englewoodpres.org
* * * * * * * *
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES
DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE
ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN
* * * * * * * *

