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From the Pastor

Prompted

In my nearly 15 years here at FPC, I've had occasion to discuss my personal faith story with some
of you, but I want to share a (condensed) version here.
Though I was raised as a Christian (4th generation Presbyterian), when I was in high school I had
become an agnostic. I thought science had all the answers, and religion was a comforting myth.
One night, alone in my room, I felt a prompting. That prompting led me to open a Bible on
my shelf – which had rarely been read – and I landed on the Lord's Prayer in Luke (Luke 11 to be
exact). At that point I would not have been able to find the Lord's Prayer in the Bible. But there it
was. And then I felt a nudge of God in my soul, and that nudge said (not in an audible voice, but
sensed to my core): "this is real."
In a moment, I was changed. Suddenly I believed. When I went to college, I began attending
services at the University's Chapel. I had faith discussions with the Dean of the Chapel, the late
Rev. Ernest Gordon, a wonderful Scottish man who had survived the Bataan Death March. After
graduation I stayed in NJ and joined a church on my own. Became an elder. 20 years later I was in
seminary. And now I'm here.
Everything changed. All because of a prompting of the Spirit.
On my recent trip to California I felt another prompting. This time it was the "Pray. Invite. Bring."
initiative that I preached about on July 28 (if you missed it, watch the message "Prompted" on our
YouTube channel at fpce.us/youtube). You can read more about it in this newsletter. I was
prompted to challenge all of us to pray for that same prompting of the Spirit to be at work in
people we know, or for God to lead us to people we ought to know – that God wants to use us as
a conduit to reach others.
When I thought about when to do it, I looked at upcoming Scripture lessons in the lectionary
(the standard sequence of Bible lessons for preaching) and there it was, scheduled for July 28:
Luke 11:1-13. The passage that started it all for me.
I pray that the Spirit is prompting you to pray for someone. Maybe someone you know well.
Maybe someone you barely know. A fellow commuter you see every day on the bus. A cashier. A
hairdresser. Pray that the Spirit will prompt you to invite them to church, and that the Spirit will
prompt them to accept. There is someone whose everything is about to change. And maybe the
Spirit will change you in the process.

ow much
more will the
heavenly Father
give the Holy
Spirit to those
who ask him!"
– Luke 11:13b

Peace and blessings,
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News for the Congregation

FPC NOW HAS A YOUTUBE
CHANNEL!
Did you know that more 20-somethings watch
YouTube than television? So our sermons are now
being posted to YouTube. The FPC Englewood
YouTube channel can be found at fpce.us/youtube!
Please subscribe to the channel - once we get to 100
subscribers it unlocks additional features for us! We
can't succeed on social media without you! You put
the "social" into social media! We are also on both
Facebook and Instagram for the church and for Family Ministries. Please "like" our Facebook pages, follow us on Instagram, and share/like our posts. Be
one of our social media boosters! You'll be helping
our posts be seen. Here are the links:
Facebook: fpcenglewood and fpcefamilies
Instagram: @fpcenglewood and @fpcefamilies

TEXT YOUR PRAYER
REQUESTS
We know that sometimes people forget to take a
prayer card, and there are also people watching
online. Now you can TEXT your prayer requests,
right up to the prayer time, by sending your message to 201-500-3914. Please add this number to
your contacts list in your phone. Requests received
during the week will be mentioned in worship
on Sunday.

PRAY. INVITE. BRING.
There are countless people who need a deeper
relationship with Jesus. But what really matters is
that you already know a few of them. On Sunday,
July 28 in worship we handed out "Personal Prayer
Covenant" cards. You are being asked to write down
the names of specific people who need a relationship
with Jesus, and promise to pray for them each day.
Pray for the Holy Spirit to touch their hearts - and
yours. Then take the next step. Invite them to
church. Don't stop there - BRING them yourself.
Offer to go to coffee with them or buy them a meal
before or after service. If they aren't local, or if FPC
would not be their kind of church, invite them to
another church. Take them to one in their
hometown. Maybe, just maybe, their lives will be
transformed - and it will have started with your
prayers - and you will be transformed as well.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Just a quick update on where we stand with
starting construction of the new sanctuary. We
are presently in negotiations with potential general
contractors. Our stated goal from the beginning
was to accomplish the rebuild without going into
debt or severely straining the giving capacity of the
congregation. We are working very hard to get the
project into our tight budget. We will keep you
apprised of our progress.

UPDATING YOUR INFORMATION
We are looking into upgrading our internal data systems. Toward that end, it
would be very helpful if we have complete, up-to-date information on all of
you.If you do not believe that we have your current address, phone number(s),
or email address, please send it to office@englewoodpres.org. Thanks!
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FPC Family Ministries
Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

VACATION BIBLE CAMP
August 19 - 23, 9 am - 12 pm
Register today at fpce.us/vbc2019! Ages 3 - 5th
grade. Invite your school friends to join your
students! Students in grade 6 and up are welcome
to be helpers! Email Felicia@englewoodpres.org
for more info.
"God's power has given us everything we
need to lead a godly life" - 2 Peter 1

ORANGE IN AUGUST
FIRST LOOK (pre-K)

252 (K-5)

XP3 (6-8 Gr)

We’re going on a treasure hunt!
We want to begin to uncover
some nuggets of truth and set
our preschoolers on a lifelong
search for treasure—the kind of
treasure that is better than gold.
Trusting who’s in charge by doing
what you’re asked to do. We
show that we trust God by
obeying Him and His plan for
our life. Jesus showed the ultimate
act of obedience when He chose
to obey His Father’s plan to die
for our sins.
Vital: A five-week series about
following the Greatest
Commandment by loving God,
others, and ourselves.
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VACATION BIBLE CAMP
DONATIONS
We are super excited to share Vacation Bible Camp
this August! You can help us make this experience
better for our students by taking a peek at our
donation board outside of Elmore and plucking
off a Pacman dot. On each dot there is an item
needed for either our crafts or games. See if you
have one of these to donate or consider sponsoring
an item. Thank you in advance for joining us in
making VBC awesome!

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
HIGH SCHOOL BREAKFAST
Sunday, August 18, 10 - 11 am, Youth Lounge
Each 3rd Sunday of the month, we host a
breakfast for all students 6th - 12th grade,
placed intentionally between the 2 services,
so that whether you are worshiping at 9 am
or 11 am, you can join in and catch up with
your FPC Friends!

CONTEMPLATIVE TUESDAYS
You are invited to join our Contemplative Tuesday
Mornings at 11 am in the library. We begin with
listening to one of the contemplative collected talks
of John Main and follow with 20 minutes of silence.
If you are interested in incorporating faith, stillness
and peace to your days, join us! For more
information, email Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.
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ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

150 East Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631
Phone: 201-568-7373
Fax: 201-568-7376
www.englewoodpres.org

Happy Easter
April 5, 2015

AUGUST 2019 CALENDAR

Every Sunday

9:00 am: Crossroads Contemporary Service & Church School
11:00 am: Traditional Choral | Service & Church School
Nursery / child care available from 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation: 10:00 am and 12 noon

