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From the Pastor
Lemons and Lemonade
od]

The Bible is full of stories of ups and downs. The Garden of Eden, then the
fall of humankind. Slavery in Egypt, then the Exodus. Wandering in the wilderness,
then reaching the Promised Land. The Babylonian exile, then the return. The Temple
built, destroyed, built, and destroyed. Good Friday, then Easter.

makes his sun rise
on the evil and on
the good, and
sends rain on the
righteous and on
the unrighteous"

That's what life is like. Ups and downs. And not necessarily one-for-one.
Sometimes it runs in streaks that seem endless – and we wonder why. Is God favoring
us? Is God mad at us? Is God testing us? Is Satan tormenting us? We have no idea. Or
maybe it is just what it is. After all, one of my go-to verses in Scripture is when Jesus
says that God "makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and on the unrighteous" (Matthew 5:45b)

– Matthew 5:45b
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Good times. Bad times. We face them both. There is a saying that I think is
inaccurate, that "God never gives you more than you can handle." First, I don't
necessarily think that our calamities are God-given. But I prefer a modification to this
saying I heard elsewhere, that "God never gives you more than God can handle." After
all, if you can handle everything by yourself, you don't need God. But with God, you
can handle anything, because God will help you handle it. We were meant to face life
together with God and with one another.
There is another old saying that gets people through hard times: "when life
gives you lemons, make lemonade." I believe this is basically sound wisdom. But
sometimes it isn't that simple. Maybe we don't know the recipe for lemonade. Maybe
we don't have the rest of what we need.
That is when God really comes through. God whispers the recipe for
lemonade into your ear. Friends show up with cups of sugar, pitchers, and wooden
spoons to stir it all together. Lemonade-making becomes a communal event. And it
ends with you all sitting on a porch on a sunny day, enjoying it together.
Through it all – whether it is raining or the sun is shining – God does not
leave you to face life alone.
Peace and blessings,

News for the Congregation

WOMEN’S CONNECT
GROUP
RETIREMENT CELEBRATION
FOR DOROTHY VANDERWERF
You are invited to a celebration of the retirement
of Dorothy VanderWerf on Sunday, April 15,
from 4 - 8 pm in Elmore Hall, including dinner
and a program honoring Dorothy's 22 years of
service to FPC. The cost per person is $10. Please
signup online at fpce.us/dorothy. For more
information, contact Peter Bigler at
201-888-8062 / peterbigler@hotmail.com.

LOVE OFFERING
We invite you to contribute toward a love offering
for Dorothy in gratitude for her service. Please
make checks payable to FPC and write "Dorothy gift"
in the memo line. Please note that these are gifts to
Dorothy and are therefore not tax-deductible
contributions to the church.

PAY ONLINE
You may pay for the dinner or contribute to the
love offering online. Just visit englewoodpres.org/give
and use our PushPay link. When paying, select the
"Dorothy Dinner" fund or the "Dorothy Love Offering"
fund as appropriate.
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The Women's Connect Group will begin a new
study based on Dr. Alexander John Shaia's book
Heart and Mind, the Four-Gospel Journey of
Radical Transformation. The four gospels in the
Bible are our guide to a living faith in God. Each
of the gospels was written to followers of Jesus
facing different historical challenges. Dr. Shaia
gives us the history of each group of believers
that a particular gospel was written for. He then
shows how that gospel writer tells Christ's story
to strengthen their faith and support them
through their specific challenges. We will begin
to understand how their journeys through
radical times of change become our path to
make changes and grow spiritually. The four
gospels guide us on a four step journey to: face
the radical changes life can bring; persevere
through the obstacles and challenges that
come with these; experience God's joy in the
transformation we're led through; and allow our
renewed lives to lead us to serve others. The
gospels lead us to live knowing God is with us
through life's challenges, transitions and changes
we face. We will meet on Wednesdays from
7 - 9 pm through April 25. If you'd like to
purchase the book, it can be found at Amazon
in paperback or on Kindle as well as an audio
version through Audible (there the title is "The
Four-Gospel Journey as a Guide for the
Spiritual Life")
Rheni Pasricha and Carol Schulzrinne will lead
and welcome you to join us.
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A PERSONAL NOTE
FROM RICH
I just want to express my deepest appreciation to the
congregation for your prayers, cards, and personal
expressions of condolences after the passing of my
mother. I am particularly grateful on behalf of my
father. It was a very difficult time for him, being
hospitalized just two days after my mother's death.
You made it possible for my mother to be honored
properly, which gave my father the gift of dignity as
our relatives came to pay their respects. My relatives
were very impressed by your faithfulness on display.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart, Rich.

FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL
BREAKFAST!
Every 3rd Sunday, from 10 - 11 am, our youth have
the opportunity to share breakfast together and
reconnect. Please encourage your students to attend.
Next breakfast Sunday, April 15 in the youth lounge!

First Press

YOUTH PARTICIPATION
SUNDAYS
EVERY 3rd Sunday of the month is Youth
Participation Sunday where our youth (6th grade
and up) are encouraged to serve during worship as
lay assistants or ushers. Next opportunity is Sunday,
April 15. If you want to learn more or volunteer,
please contact Felicia@englewoodpres.org.
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FPC Family Ministries

Grow in faith and play with heart. A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.

VBC PLANNING MEETING
Our first 2018 VBC planning meeting will be
on April 8 at 10 am in the Church school meeting
room. There are many areas of talent needed
leading up to the event, such as set building, craft
acquisition & curriculum preparation. During the
week of VBC we will also need station leaders, snack
preparation, photographers, greeters and more.
Your participation is VITAL. Please consider
offering some time to make this program a success.
For more info contact Felicia@Englewoodpres.org.

ORANGE FOR APRIL
First Look BIG NEWS - Jesus is alive!
"Go make disciples of all the nations" - Matthew 28:19
252 PATIENCE "Wait for the Lord, be strong and don't lose hope!" Psalm 27:14
XP3 BACK TO LIFE 2 week Easter series about how Jesus plays a huge part
in our lives because of His death and resurrection.
"For God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son..." John 3:16

THANKS
Thank you to our Children's Chorus which had the
opportunity to sing during our Palm Sunday service.
They added to our worship time with their beautiful
song, under the direction of Jane Williams.
Our current members are:
Genesis Dagdayan
Elizabeth Sammis
Nolan O'Donovan
Maame Kyei-Fordjour
Gabriella Piergentile
Christian Piergentile
Noah Chung
Carolyn Xin
Claire Xin
Gabriel Amador
Zorena Amador
New members are welcome. Please contact
Felicia@Englewoodpres.org, if interested.
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MANY THANKS
Many thanks to Steven and Sherronda Brown for
initiating and hosting our Black History Month
Pancake Fellowship on February 25th. With helpers
Stan Brown, Glenn Garrison, Diane Christiansen,
Elena Sepulveda, and Jennifer Eloy, our congregation
had an opportunity to learn about influential black
leaders, racial equality, listen to stories read to our
younger members and enjoy over 300 pancakes and
waffles plus delicious chicken! What a great event!
April 2018

EASTER SUNDAY
APRIL 1 | 9 AND 11 AM
We celebrate the Lord's resurrection with two identical Festival Worship Services with Communion, at
9 am and 11 am. The Chancel Choir and soloists will be accompanied by brass quartet, timpani and
organ in music of Handel, Macfarlane, Walker and Stopford. Both services also will end with the full
congregation joining in Handel's "Hallelujah" chorus.
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From the Choir Room

CROP WALK
First Presbyterian Church of Englewood will
participate in the annual CROP Walk for Hunger
again this year on the afternoon of May 6. The
walk will take place in Englewood and have 1, 2
and 4-mile versions of the walk to fit various levels
of participation. We hope that you will join us
on the walk and also sponsor a donation to this
wonderful cause.

THANKS!
The services on Easter were made even more
beautiful by the presence of our fine brass quartet
and timpani. We are so grateful to the many
people whose contributions made it possible for
us to worship in such a moving and festive way.

KUDOS
CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA
Chair-Assisted Yoga sponsored by the Care
Ministries Committee continues in the Chapel.
Analia Brown, certified Yoga instructor, will lead
sessions on Mondays, April 2 & 9. Each session is
only $5.00 with the
rest underwritten by the church. Please register
now in Elmore Hall or the Chapel or call the
church office.
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The Chancel Choir puts in many hours of rehearsal
and preparation in order to bring you the beautiful
music they regularly sing. This year’s Holy Week
services would not have been as meaningful without
the wonderful contribution made by these dedicated
volunteers. There are still eight weeks remaining in
the Choir season, and anyone who would like to
join us for the remainder of the season is most
welcome. There is no audition to join the choir.
They meet each Sunday morning at 9:30 am to
rehearse in the Choir Room.
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APRIL 2018 CALENDAR

Every Sunday

9:30 am
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am
Bible Study
11:00 am
Worship Service
12 noon
Coffee & Conversation
Nursery/child care
available from
10:30 am-12:30 pm
5:30 pm
Crossroads Contemporary
Worship
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