
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. Ordinarily applause is held until the  
conclusion of the Postlude. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, we invite you to  
wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a community that prays  
with and for one another, we invite you to share your joys and concerns by using  
the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those parts of the Service of Worship  
in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.                
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come Brühns 

* HYMN 8 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  Truro 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 85): 

Leader:  Let us hear what God will speak, for God will speak peace to   
  the people 

People: Surely salvation is at hand for those who fear him 

Leader:  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground 

People:  Righteousness will look down from the sky 

Leader:  God will give what is good 

People:  Righteousness will go before the Lord! 

INTROIT        Richard Proulx 

Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight his paths.  
Rejoice, the Lord is at hand!            Luke 3:4 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  LIVE  boldly 
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of glory, you call on us to prepare the way for Jesus by helping  
to smooth the rough places in people's lives. Help us prepare the way 
by being agents of comfort and mercy. We confess that too often we 
spend more time making preparations for our own pleasure than 
preparing for Jesus to be born anew in our hearts and lives. Help us 
to prepare ourselves faithfully to receive the Christ-child, for it is in 
his name that we find our eternal hope, and it is in his name that  
we pray to you.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE       
                       Steven, Sherronda, Alexandra and Virginia Brown    

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.   

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

* HYMN 3 Comfort, Comfort You My People  Psalm 42 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 40:1-11 

ANTHEM  He Shall Feed His Flock/Come Unto Him (Messiah) Handel 
  IRIS KARLIN AND SANDRA RUGGLES, SOPRANOS 

SECOND LESSON Mark 1:1-8  

SERMON                                  “Beginning”        Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY   Virga Jesse Anton Bruckner 

 Virga Jesse floruit: Virgo Deum et hominem genuit: pacem Deus reddidit,  
in se reconcilians ima summis. Alleluia. 
 

The rod of Jesse hath blossomed: a Virgin hath brought forth God and man: God  
hath restored peace, reconciling in Himself the lowest with the highest. Alleluia.  

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

          THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 423 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun  Duke Street 



  

 

* BENEDICTION   

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE  Savior of the Nations, Come Bach 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Today’s organ voluntaries are settings of the Lutheran chorale (hymn-tune) Nun komm  
der Heiden Heiland, translated as “Savior of the Nations, Come.”  As Martin Luther 
assembled music for his 16th century reformed congregations to sing, he frequently adapted 
existing Gregorian chants and Latin hymns. “Veni redemptor gentium” is a Latin Advent 
Hymn written by Ambose of Milan in the 300s that Luther adapted, and this tune 
became the basis for countless organ preludes and choral cantatas by Bach and others.  
Nicolaus Bruhns (1665-1697) was a German composer, organist, violinist and viol 
player. His family formed a small musical dynasty in Schleswig-Holstein. At age 16 he 
moved to Lübeck to study with Buxtehude. He went on to a comfortable career as a 
musician in Copenhagen. Bruhns’s setting of the Advent chorale Nun komm der Heiden 
Heiland is a potpourri of three diverse older forms, the organ ricercare, organ chorale and 
toccata, and tends to be disjunctive in its line-by-line treatment of the verbal text.   
J. S. Bach’s setting of Nun komm is from his so called “Great 18” organ chorale settings, 
which he assembled in the final decade of his life (1740-50) from earlier works he 
composed as court organist in Weimar. Georg Frederich Handel’s oratorio “The Messiah” 
(1741) is likely the most performed collection of choral works in the world. Since it’s 
premiere it has enjoyed an unbroken history of constant performances, appearing in New 
York as early as 1770 in a tavern on lower Broadway, followed quickly by a performance 
at Trinity Church, Wall Street. Although two-thirds of the music is devoted to the Lent 
and Easter seasons, this work is most frequently heard at Christmastime. Anton 
Bruckner (1824-1896) was trained as an organist and didn’t begin composing his  
great symphonies and masses until he was in his forties. His chromatic style and quickly 
changing moods can be heard in his small works for chorus such as today’s anthem on an 
Advent antiphon. 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 40:1-11 (NRSV) 
 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly  
to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty 
is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every 
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry 
out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy 
is like the flower of the field.7The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The 
grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift  
it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, 
the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Mark 1:1-8 (NRSV) 
 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the 
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins.6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 



  

 

his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  

 

*     *     *     *     * 

 
 

 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Today’s Usher Captain is Beneranda Baez. 
 

                                                                                 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Alan Van Poznak. He is Emeritus  
Professor of Anesthesiology and Emeritus Professor of Pharmacology at 
Weill-Cornell Medical Center in New York City.  He is also Emeritus  
Adjunct Professor of Veterinary Medicine at the New York State College  
of Veterinary Medicine in Ithaca.  After a total of fifty-five years with  
Cornell, graduating both from the University in Ithaca and the Medical  
College in New York City, he retired in 1999. Church music has been a  
love for many years, both as a Tenafly Presbyterian Church choir member 
for more than twenty-five years and as an audio recorder of good church 
music.  He spent twenty happy years recording the music at Saint Thomas 
Church Fifth Avenue in New York City, and very much appreciates the  
excellent musical program at First Presbyterian Church in Englewood. 
Tenafly has been home for him and his wife Beatrice for the past fifty-two 
years.  They have four children, two of whom have Tenafly homes, seven 
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.  He also enjoys recording  
concert music in the Tenafly school system.  
 
 

 
 
 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee,  
Akira Fujitsuka, Paul Kang, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Hung-En Sung, Sheila Chen, John Fraser, Linda Heitner,  
J.B. Holderness, Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Kate Matsuda, Lizzy Palo, Beverly Rhinehart, Jean Rohloff,  
Michael Smolen, Jeff Spady, Lois Strauss. 
Co-Moderators: Rosetta Forshee & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong &  
Dorothy VanderWerf 



  

 



 

 



  

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 
COFFEE PLUS & CONVERSATION is at 10 am and 12 noon in the Chapel 
hosted by the Wednesday Evening CONNECT Group. Come, enjoy more than 
cookies, and meet some new friends.  
 
STOP at the Information Centers in Elmore Hall or the Chapel for a DECEMBER 
NEWSLETTER to share, an ADVENT DEVOTIONAL, and OFFERING envelopes.  
There are also more copies of the Parish Directory available. If your information is 
incorrect, please see someone at the Welcome Kiosk in Elmore Hall. 
 
Copies of the GALA JOURNAL are still available in the Chapel. 
 

The CARE MINISTRIES Committee meets on Monday, December 11 at 3 pm  
in the Meeting Room.  
 

 

UPCOMING  
 
We are hosting FAMILY PROMISE, homeless working families from  
December 24 to 31 at the Leonia United Methodist Church. We need another 
overnight host for Tuesday, December 26th. If you wish to donate breakfast  
and lunch items for the week or make a monetary donation, please see Dorothy  
in the Chapel.  
 
CHAIR-ASSISTED YOGA will continue with Analia Brown as Instructor in  
January 2018 on Mondays at 4 pm. Sign-up in the Chapel for January 8, 15, 22, 29,  
and February 5 & 12. It's only $5 per session. 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES  

DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 

BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 
ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER 

GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


