
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. Ordinarily applause is held until the  
conclusion of the Postlude. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, we invite you to  
wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a community that prays  
with and for one another, we invite you to share your joys and concerns by using  
the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those parts of the Service of Worship  
in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.               
   *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Siciliano from Concerto in D Minor Bach 

* HYMN 281 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  Cwm Rhondda 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT      Hal Hopson 

Seek the Lord while be may be found, call upon him while he is near. ISAIAH 55:6 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, in this season of penitence, we examine our lives and 
realize how we have failed to reach the potential you placed in us. Yet 
your mercy is so great that you keep giving us chances to cultivate our 
identity as people shaped by your ways. Help us to trust that you will 
graciously provide ways for us to turn our lives around. Help us to 
bring forth fruits worthy of our calling as followers of Jesus Christ.  
This we pray in his name.  
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PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

THE KYRIE Hymnal No. 565 Weaver  

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

* HYMN 298  Just as I Am, Without One Plea  Woodworth 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 55:1-9  

ANTHEM    Go Not Far from Me, O God Zingarelli 

Go not far from me, O God; Cast me not away in the time of age; Forsake me not 
when my strength faileth me. O let my mouth be filled with Thy praise, that I may sing 
Thy glory and honor all the day long. 



 

 

SECOND LESSON Luke 13:1-9 

SERMON “Decisive” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY     Jesus, Lover of My Soul       Hovhannes 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 84 In the Cross of Christ I Glory  Rathbun 

* BENEDICTION   

CHORAL AMEN  

POSTLUDE     Allegro from Concerto in D Minor Bach 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

In 1708, J.S. Bach moved from Mühlhausen to Weimar where he held the 
position of Hoforganist at the court of Duke Wilhelm Ernst. There was also an 
orchestra in the court of Wilhelm devoted to the Italian concerto, a genre which 
was sweeping the European continent at that time. Almost certainly, the concertos 
of Vivaldi were part of their repertoire. It was in this musical court of Weimar 
that Bach transcribed two concertos by the young Prince Johann as well as three 
concertos by Vivaldi so they could be played on solo organ. Today’s concerto was 
the eleventh of a set of twelve concertos for different string combinations published 
by the Amsterdam firm of Estienne Roger as L'Estro Armonico (Harmonic 
Inspiration). These keyboard transcriptions enabled the court at Weimar to hear 
this popular new musical style even in the absence of the orchestra. “Go Not Far 
from Me” was composed in 1832 as “Christe e miserere, in the style of 
Palestrina,” by Naples composer Niccoló Zingarelli  (1752-1837).  Armenian-
American composer Alan Hovhaness (1911-2000) was a prolific composer of 
more than 500 works including 67 symphonies. His music is often characterized 
by a modal or medieval harmony as heard in today’s offertory.  
  

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Isaiah 55:1-9 (NRSV)  
 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no 
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to 
me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.3Incline 
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with 
you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I 
made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the 
peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations 
that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he  
is near;7let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their 
thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on  
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
Luke 13:1-9 (NRSV)  
 At that very time there were some present who told him about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He 
asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who 
were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that 
they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No,  
I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he 
said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for 
fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 
wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 
dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, David Bishop, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee, Akira Fujitsuka, Melissa Gagnon, 
Moon Han, Paul Kang, Arlene Mattis, Paul Platek, Robert Ryder, Jeffrey Sammis, Caridad Schweizer,  
Hung-En Sung, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Michael Bales, Muriel Brantley, Elizabeth Carson, Sheila Chen, Avery DiMaria, John Fraser, 
Rosetta Forshee, Miguelina Happle, J.B. Holderness, Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Jean Rohloff, Emily Secor,  
Philip Tamis. 
Co-Moderators: Sheila Chen & Rosetta Forshee Staff: Reverend Richard Hong  

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 
 

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Michael Bales. Michael, who serves the 
Church as a Deacon, grew up attending Westminster Presbyterian Church  
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He lives with his wife, Heeyoung, and sons, Eli and 
Alistair, in Palisades Park, NJ. A specialist in biomedical informatics, he works 
as an Informationist at the Samuel J. Wood Library at Weill Cornell Medicine. 
Michael is a magazine columnist and has published scholarly articles in the 
fields of natural language processing and scientific social networking. He  
teaches Science of Team Science, a course designed to help scientists  
understand how to optimize their collaborative work. He is also a fiddle  
player for Erik Brandt and the Urban Hillbilly Quartet, an explorer of  
world cuisines and cultures, and an award-winning visual artist with works  
in the permanent collection at the Williamsburg Art and Historical Center  
in Brooklyn, NY. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION is in the Chapel at 10 am and 12 noon.  
Come, enjoy some refreshments and meet friends. 
 
LENTEN LUNCHES continue this Wednesday. Join us at noon on 
Wednesdays from through April 10 for a brief service followed by a  
hearty lunch of soup and bread. Soupmakers wanted! Sign up 
at fpce.us/lentenlunch2019.  
 
BIBLE TRANSLATIONS - The Bible is the most translated book in the 
world. Does it matter which translation you use? What are the differences? 
You are invited to participate in a discussion with Pastor Rich as he introduces 
you to the major English translations of the Bible and their differences. 
Tuesday, March 26 at 7 pm in the East Room.  
 
JOURNEY TO THE POTTER'S HOUSE - Sunday, March 31 at 3 pm  
in Elmore Hall. As we await Easter, let us use lent to prepare our hearts. 
Let God take our brokenness and make something beautiful out of it. If you 
are carrying any hurt that you are finally ready to put down, then this message 
is for you. If you need to forgive someone, this message is for you. If you need 
forgiveness, this message is for you. Journey to the Potter's House is a 90 
minute message that will inspire, restore and bless you long after you've left. 
Give yourself this rare opportunity for healing and grace. Share this event with 
anyone you feel would benefit from renewing their faith and hearing the gospel 
in a new way! There is no charge but a freewill offering will be received. 
 
EASTER EGG SCAVENGER HUNT - Please plan to bring your little  
ones to our annual Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt and Lesson on Saturday,  
April 13 from 11 am - 2 pm. Meet us in Elmore Hall to share a pizza lunch  
and hear a special lesson from Pastor Rich.  
 
STREAMING: Did you know that you can stream both the contemporary 
and traditional services live AND at any time during the week? The services 
are available at both fpce.live and on our church Facebook page.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 

ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER 
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Get the FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 

Online Giving 
 

Are you interested in giving to FPC through your smartphone? Just text ‘fpce’ to 77977 
and you’ll receive a link that lets you get set up right away. 


