
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. Ordinarily applause is held until the  
conclusion of the Postlude. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, we invite you to  
wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a community that prays  
with and for one another, we invite you to share your joys and concerns by using  
the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those parts of the Service of Worship  
in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.                
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Three Advent Preludes Flor Peeters 

* HYMN  Hark a Thrilling Voice is Sounding  Merton 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTROIT              Kimberling 

Drop down, O heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
Let the earth open and bring forth salvation. 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Wonderful God, when you come into our lives, you change our 
future, even though we confess that often we fight against change. 
When you walk with us, what at first seemed inconceivable and 
impossible by ourselves becomes possible. Help us to listen for your 
plans for us and to recognize the ways you are with us as the God  
of hope, now and forever, as we pray in the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE      
                                                   Robert, Rose, Gabriel, and Zorena Amador  

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.    

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

* HYMN 14 Savior of the Nations, Come  
   Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Zephaniah 3:14-20  



 

 

ANTHEM A Spotless Rose Ola Gjello 

A spotless rose is blowing, 
Sprung from a tender root, 
Of ancient seers foreshowing, 
Of Jesse promised fruit; 
Its fairest bud unfolds to light 
Amid the cold, cold winder, 
And in the dark midnight. 
The rose which I am singing, 
Whereof Isaiah said, 
Is from its sweet root springing 
In Mary purest maid; 
For through our God’s great love and might, 
The Blessed Babe she bare us 
In a cold, cold winter’s night. 

SECOND LESSON Luke 3:7-18  

SERMON                             “Born This Way”        Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY Rejoice in the Lord Purcell 

Rejoice in the Lord always,  
and again I say, rejoice.  
Let your softness be known unto all men: 
the Lord is at hand.  
Be careful for nothing:  
but in all prayer and supplication,  
let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks.  
And the peace of God,  
which passeth all understanding,  
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Amen.    

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 155 Rejoice, the Lord Is King  Darwall’s 148th 

* BENEDICTION   

CHORAL AMEN  

POSTLUDE  Savior of the Nations Come Phillips 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 

Belgian organist Flor Peeters (1903-1986) was a noted organ recitalist and composer. 
Among his more than 100 organ works are many settings of familiar hymn tunes.  
Clark Kimberling (b. 1942) is a professor of mathematics at the University of 
Evansville, in Indiana. He is a member of the choir of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 
Evansville, as well as composer-in-residence.) Ola Gjielo (b. 1978) was born in Skui, 
Norway and showed musical promise from an early age. He studied composition at the 
Royal School of Music and at the Juilliard School in New York, where he now resides.  
Henry Purcell (1659-1695) was the greatest English composer of the Baroque. He 
composed for church, instruments, church, keyboard and the opera. He succeeded John 
Blow as organist of Westminster Abbey and is buried there next to the organ. Craig 
Phillips (b. 1961) is currently Director of Music at All Saints’, Beverly Hills and is a 
prolific composer of organ and choral music. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 (NRSV)  
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
   shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
   O daughter Jerusalem!  
15 The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, 
   he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
   you shall fear disaster no more.  
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
   do not let your hands grow weak.  
17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
   a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
   he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing  
18   as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
   so that you will not bear reproach for it.  
19 I will deal with all your oppressors 
   at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
   and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
   and renown in all the earth.  
20 At that time I will bring you home, 
   at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
   among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
   before your eyes, says the Lord.  
 



  

 

Luke 3:7-18 (NRSV)  
 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him,  
‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God  
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now 
the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 10And the 
crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ 11In reply he said to 
them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; 
and whoever has food must do likewise.’ 12Even tax-collectors came  
to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ 
13He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.’14Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said  
to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 
 15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be  
the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you  
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news  
to the people. 

*     *     *     *     * 

 



 

 

The Elders: Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Eunice Dartey, Bruce Forshee, Akira Fujitsuka, 
Moon Han, Paul Kang, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Robert Ryder, Caridad Schweizer,  
Hung-En Sung, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Muriel Brantley, Cielo Camacho, Sheila Chen, John Fraser, Miguelina Happle, J.B. Holderness, 
Nicole Kim, Sara Lee, Kate Matsuda, Arlene Mattis, Jean Rohloff, Lois Strauss, Philip Tamis. 
Co-Moderators: Sheila Chen & Rosetta Forshee Staff: Reverend Richard Hong  

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 
 

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Kyle Beharry. Kyle is a 12 year old  
middle school honor student at Teaneck Community Charter School.  
He is an envisions STEM scholar who completed a summer program  
at St. John’s University. Kyle is a gamer who loves bike riding, basketball,  
and running track. Kyle has two siblings who he loves dearly and hopes to 
one day become a computer science engineer who creates video games.  
 
 



  

 

Hark!  A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 



 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 

ANALIA BROWN - BOOKKEEPER 
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION is in the Chapel at 10 am and 12 noon.  
Come, enjoy some refreshments and meet friends. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE CHORAL FAMILY SERVICE is Monday, December 
24 at 6 pm. This service is a Christmas celebration especially suited for families 
with children featuring our Chancel Choir, soloists and special guests. The 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE is later 
that evening at 11 pm. Join us for Bergen County’s most beautiful Christmas 
Eve service at the traditional late hour ending at Midnight. Special music will  
be sung by our vocal soloists.   
 
THE LABYRINTH is open for walking on Monday, New Years Eve, 
December 31 from 7-11pm. Take time to relax and reflect before the  
start of the New Year. 
 
EPIPHANY PRESENTATION will be January 6 12:15 pm in the Chapel 
followed by lunch in Elmore Hall. All children interested in participating please 
contact Felicia@englewoodpres.org.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Get the FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 

Online Giving 
 

Are you interested in giving to FPC through your smartphone? Just text ‘fpce’ to 77977 
and you’ll receive a link that lets you get set up right away. 


