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Week of January 22, 2023 
 
Matthew 4:12-23 
 
 12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 
 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, 
 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15 "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee 
of the Gentiles-- 
 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has dawned." 
 17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near." 
 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea-- for they were fishermen. 
 19 And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fish for people." 
 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 
 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Are you a spontaneous person? What’s the most spontaneous thing you’ve ever 
done? 

B. What’s an opportunity that you seized? What’s an opportunity that you missed? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Jesus “withdrew” to Galilee after the arrest of John?  How does 
your answer affect (if at all) your impression of how Jesus lived his life? 

2. Matthew is very specific about the prophecies fulfilled by Jesus’ relocation from 
Nazareth to Capernaum.  How important is it to you that every O.T. prophecy be fulfilled 
by Jesus?  If you found out that, say, Jesus was not really born in Bethlehem, or that he 
was not really in the “house of David”, would that impact your acceptance of Jesus as 
the Messiah? 

3. How long did it take for you to respond to the call of Jesus in your life?  Was 
there a discernible gap between the time you felt Jesus calling you and the time you 
responded?   

4. If Jesus called you today, what do you think the practical limits might be on your 
response?  Would you move to another country?  Give away all your possessions?  
How much would you be willing to do? 

5. Do you imagine that James and John left with Zebedee’s blessing or not? 

6. Do you want to be called? 

7. Do you feel you have largely pursued a meaningful life? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about any areas of listening for opportunities 
to pursue meaning 
 


