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Week of October 2, 2022 
 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
 5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 
 6 The Lord replied, "If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you. 
 7 "Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, 'Come here at once and take your place at the table'? 
 8 Would you not rather say to him, 'Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve 
me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink'? 
 9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 
 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, 'We are 
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!'" 
 
 
Notes: 
 
1. The immediately preceding verse teaches the disciples the need to keep 
forgiving even if someone sins against them seven times a day. 
 
2. In verse 10, the word “worthless” doesn’t mean “without value”; it means nothing 
is owed to them. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. How do you feel about tip jars?  Where’s the strangest place you’ve seen one?  
Do you feel compelled to tip? 

B. What do you wish you were able to do that you can’t? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think the disciples ask Jesus: “Increase our faith”?   

2. Do you feel that your obedience to God earns you any special reward or 
privileges?  Do you feel that your disobedience is specifically punished? 

3. In verse 8, do you ascribe any meaning to the instruction that the slave may eat 
only after the master eats? 

4. When have you had a "mustard seed" experience of accomplishing a lot while 
starting with very little? 

5. What has faith enabled you to do that you couldn’t do before? 

6. What do you simply need to decide to do that would improve your life? Why do 
you think you have not yet made that decision? 

7. Do you feel that your vision for your life is usually too cautious or too ambitious? 
In what ways should you be more ambitious is envisioning your future? 

 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about things you simply need to decide to do 
 


