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Week of May 22, 2022 
 
Acts 16:9-15 
 
 9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 
and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 
 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, 
being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 
 11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, 
 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 
Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 
 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there 
was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 
there. 
 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from 
the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen 
eagerly to what was said by Paul. 
 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she prevailed 
upon us. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Discuss a “false start” you had in your life. 

B. Suppose you decided to take a weekend trip soon.  How much planning, 
packing, preparing would you feel you need? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. How would you interpret the vision in verse 9: "Come over to Macedonia and 
help us”? 

2. Verses 10-12 detail Paul’s journey to Philippi in Macedonia. Do you think he 
knew exactly where to go? 

3. In verse 12 it says he was in the city “for some days.” How long do you think that 
would have been? Do you think he was doubting the vision during that time? 

4. In verse 13 Paul goes to a place of prayer on the Sabbath, implying he was 
seeking Jewish people. Why do you think he went to the Jewish people first? 

5. Purple was an expensive dye; to be a dealer in purple cloth is to deal in high-end 
goods. How does this affect your perception of Lydia and your understanding of the 
story? 

6. How do think Paul feels about going all this way to convert Lydia and her family? 

7. Do you believe God directly and personally communicates with you, the way Paul 
received the vision? How do you perceive it? When have you responded with action? 

8. When has God led you on a journey? Did it turn out as you expected? 

9. What might God be calling you to right now? What are the signs you have 
experienced?   

Closing prayer: Particularly ask for prayers about sensing God’s call on your life. 


