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Mark 4:26-34 
 
 26 He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, 
 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 
does not know how. 
 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. 
 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest 
has come." 
 30 He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 
we use for it? 
 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; 
 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade." 
 33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
 34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to 
his disciples. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What is something a teacher or coach told you as a child that you’ve never 
forgotten? 

B. Aside from cell phones, tablets, or computers (too easy!) – what can you not live 
without that you never thought you’d need? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In the first parable, do you think the seed scatterer is too passive?  How does this 
impact your view of the growth of the kingdom of God? 

2. In verse 29, who do you imagine is doing the harvesting?  What is the harvest? 

3. In verse 31, why is it important to declare that the mustard seed is the “smallest” 
of all seeds, when all seeds are relatively small compared to the plants they produce? 

4. In verse 32, what does it mean for “birds of the air” to make “nests in its shade”?  
How does this relate to your life? 

5. In verse 34, why do you think that Jesus only explains his parables to his 
disciples? 

6. Outside of your family, can you think of a situation where you did something for 
someone that had a lasting impact on them? At the time you did it, did you think you 
were making a long-term impact? 

7. What advice do you wish you had been given as a young person? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about looking for situations where you can 
have a long term impact. 
 


