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Mark 11:1-11 
 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of his disciples 
 2 and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, 
you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 
 3 If anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it and 
will send it back here immediately.'" 
 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, 
 5 some of the bystanders said to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" 
 6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 
 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 
 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that 
they had cut in the fields. 
 9 Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest 
heaven!" 
 11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Who was the toughest teacher you ever had? The nicest? The best? How are 
those qualities related (or not)? 

B. In what way do you think people are most likely to overrate themselves? In what 
ways do you think people usually underrate themselves? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. There is scholarly speculation about whether the borrowing of the colt had been 
pre-arranged previously. What do you think? How would it would affect your 
understanding of the story either way? 

2. In verse 11, what do you think it means that Jesus sees "everything"? 

3. In verse 11, why don't you think Jesus stays in Jerusalem? 

4. The Jewish people were supposed to be expecting a Messiah. Do you think they 
really expected one to show up? Christians believe that Jesus will return. How real is 
this expectation to you? 

5. Describe a time you realized something about yourself that really surprised you. 
If possible, think of both a positive and a negative example. 
 
6. Tony Schwartz, business consultant and author, challenges clients to a 
“reckoning” in their lives. How would you answer these questions: 

 a. In what ways are you squandering your energy? 

 b. Are you investing enough energy in the things you most enjoy? What are 
those things for you? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about ways in which you can be more of the 
person you imagine yourself to be. 


