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John 2:13-22 
 

 13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. 
 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 
 16 He told those who were selling the doves, "Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father's house a marketplace!" 
 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume me." 
 18 The Jews then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?" 
 19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 
 20 The Jews then said, "This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and 
will you raise it up in three days?" 
 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 
 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Do you perform “spring cleaning”? What is that like for you? 

B. What is the oldest piece of junk that you still have? (Defining “junk” as an item 
that you either do not want or does not work, but you still have it.) Why haven’t you 
thrown it out? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Do you see any significance in the fact that this happens at Passover? 

2. Imagine Jesus’ mood and facial expression, etc. What impression do you think 
he made on the people who observed this? 

3. In verse 22, the end of the story is given away – it refers to Jesus being raised 
from the dead. What does this tell you about the audience for the Gospel? How does 
knowing the end affect the way you hear the stories? 

4. In verse 16, Jesus criticizes them for turning the Temple into a “marketplace”. 
What lesson do you draw from this for the church? 

5. If someone followed you around for a month and simply observed your life, what 
conclusions do you think they would draw about your priorities? 

6. What aspects of your life are too cluttered? Is it your calendar? Your budget? 
Your living space? How might this be impeding your life? What can you clear out from 
your life in the next month? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about things we need to clear out from our 
lives. 
 


