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Genesis 9:8-17 
 
 8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 
 9 "As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 
 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 
 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." 
 12 God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 
 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. 
 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of 
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 
 17 God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between 
me and all flesh that is on the earth." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Have you ever read self-help books? Watched motivational speakers 

B. Did/do you observe Lent in your household? If not, what do you think of persons 
who do? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. What do you think about the flood destroying all but eight persons? Was this just 
or unreasonable?   

2. Why do you think God’s promise not to destroy the earth is repeatedly 
mentioned? 

3. Verse 16 makes it sound as if God needs to be reminded of the covenant God 
established. Why do you think it was written this way? 

4. Of what significance is it that God’s covenant extends to “all flesh” and not just 
people? 

5. The bow is an ancient symbol of war. It is a warrior’s bow. What did a rainbow 
signify to you before? How might this knowledge change the way you see rainbows? 

6. God’s covenant is unilateral. Nothing is demanded of Noah or Noah’s family.  
When have you experienced unconditional graciousness from others? When have you 
extended unconditional graciousness? 

7. In what ways do you need to “hang up your bow” and “retire from battle”? What 
relationship do you need to reconcile? How would treating them “better than fair” repair 
the relationship? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about ways in which each person can be more 
forgiving or pursue reconciliation. 
 
 


