
 

 First Presbyterian Church Connect Group 
 of Englewood   

www.englewoodpres.org 

 
Week of January 31, 2021 
 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 
 2 Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 
 3 but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 4 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "no idol in the world 
really exists," and that "there is no God but one." 
 5 Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth-- as in fact 
there are many gods and many lords-- 
 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we 
exist. 
 7 It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
 8 "Food will not bring us close to God." We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no 
better off if we do. 
 9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to 
the weak. 
 10 For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might 
they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 
sacrificed to idols? 
 11 So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 
 12 But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience 
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 
 13 Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not 
cause one of them to fall. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. As a younger adult or youth, what examples of public behavior were expected of 
Christians – either yourself or your Christian friends – that you thought had nothing to 
do with actually being a Christian? 

B. In your daily life, apart from being seen going to church, what do you visibly do 
that would most easily identify you as a Christian? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 1, “knowledge puffs up but love builds up.” How true is this of you? Are 
you prone to being “puffed up” by knowledge? 

2. In verse 4, Paul is acknowledging that idols aren’t real. Name some things that 
could look to outsiders as though they represent a lack of faithful behavior, but that you 
don’t think actually are unfaithful for a Christian to engage in. 

3. What do you think is meant in verse 5 where it says “as in fact there are many 
gods and many lords”? 

4. Verse 11 says that the weak believer could be “destroyed.” What do you think 
this means in terms of a person’s salvation? Can a person lose it? 

5. In verse 10, the argument is made that a person could be led astray by watching 
the misinterpreted behavior of a stronger Christian. How do you feel about this 
argument? Does this responsibility truly fall on the stronger Christian? What is the 
responsibility of the weaker Christian to learn the truth? 

6. In what ways, in your life, are you (a) an excellent example to the world of your 
faith, and (b) a bad example? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about ways in which each person can be a 
better example to the world. 
 


