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Week of January 17, 2021 
 
John 1:43-51 
 

 43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow 
me." 
 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses in 
the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." 
 46 Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 
him, "Come and see." 
 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" 
 48 Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you 
under the fig tree before Philip called you." 
 49 Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 
 50 Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these." 
 51 And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Thinking back, what long-range prediction about your life or the world have you 
been most correct about?  Most wrong about? 

B. Are you the type of person who likes to have low expectations and then have 
them exceeded, or do you like having high expectations? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 45, do you think Philip already knew Nathanael?  How would that affect 
the story? 

2. In verse 51, what do you think Jesus is trying to say to Nathanael? 

3. What are the signs you may have seen that convinced you of Jesus? 

4. In verse 47, Jesus compliments Nathanael as he approaches Jesus.  If you 
approached Jesus, what compliment do you think Jesus would say to you? 

5. “Can anything good come out of _______?”  Fill in the blank with: a country, a 
celebrity, a religion.  Explain why you harbor those negative impressions. 

6. When have you found God in a place or situation you least expected it? 

7. What are your expectations for your faith life?  What do you expect from God?  
How have these expectations affected your faith life? 

 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about hopeful visions for the future. 
 


