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Week of January 10, 2021 
 
Acts 19:1-7 
 

NRS Acts 19:1 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions 
and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 
 2 He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?" They 
replied, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 
 3 Then he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They answered, "Into John's 
baptism." 
 4 Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe 
in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus." 
 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 6 When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied-- 
 7 altogether there were about twelve of them. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. When did you have a “light bulb” moment in any subject where suddenly 
everything made sense? 

B. Describe the time when you were most “in the zone” – such as a singer hitting a 
perfect note, a golfer hitting the sweet spot – what were you doing and what did it feel 
like? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Where you a churchgoer as a child? In what ways did church make you feel good 
about yourself? In what ways did church make you feel bad? 

2. In verse 2, why do you think Paul would have even asked these believers about 
the Holy Spirit? 

3. What were you taught about the Holy Spirit? 

4. What does repentance mean to you? What is a “baptism of repentance” and why 
would it be necessary then? Why do you think John performed this separate form of 
baptism but we no longer practice this? 

5. In verse 6, do you think there is significance to the mention of Paul laying his 
hands on them? 

6. Paul wrote that the fruits of the Spirit are “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). Which of 
these would you focus on this year? Why did you choose it? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about focusing on a “fruit of the Spirit” 
 


