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Week of January 3, 2021 
 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 

 7 For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the 
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the 
remnant of Israel." 
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the 
farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 
 9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let 
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I 
have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, 
"He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 
 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong 
for him. 
 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over 
the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of 
the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall 
never languish again. 
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them 
gladness for sorrow. 
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my 
bounty, says the LORD. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What is your favorite meal of leftovers? 

B. What broken things are you good at fixing? How does fixing something make you 
feel? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. The background is that the people of Judah (Israel) have been deported into 
exile by the conquering Babylonians. Jeremiah is delivering a prophecy of eventual 
restoration. Why do you think the people needed to hear such a prophecy? What might 
have happened if they did not? 

2. In verse 9, why do you think they would be weeping as they return? What do you 
imagine are the “consolations”? 

3. By the time they return to their homeland, anywhere from 48-70 years will have 
passed. How does the passage of that much time affect your understanding of what it 
meant for them to return? What would be the same? What would be different? 

4. The mention in verse 8 of the blind, lame, and pregnant women is significant 
because these represent persons who would have been regarded as hindrances in a 
long journey. What do you think they would have prioritized bringing back with them? 
What is God telling them instead? 

5. During this pandemic, what have you paid attention to that you ignored before? 
What was central before that you can now ignore? 

6. When we return to “normal”, what will you “take with you” from this quarantine 
time into your resumed life, and what aspects of your pre-pandemic life will you leave 
behind? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about discerning what to take forward and 
what to leave behind in your lives. 
 


