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Week of November 22, 2020 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 
 

 31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. 
 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.' 
 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? 
 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' 
 40 And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 
 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 
 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, 
 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 
 44 Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' 
 45 Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least 
of these, you did not do it to me.' 
 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
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Group Leader 
Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Who is the most famous person you have ever seen in person?  Where did you 
see him/her?  Was the person easy to recognize? 

B. This is a classic question: if you could invite any living person for dinner, who 
would it be? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. How significant is it that the sheep did not know whom they were serving?   

2. If you are a person (as perhaps most people are) who has both helped people in 
need at times and ignored people in need at other times, do you think you’re a sheep or 
a goat? 

3. Verse 41 is one of the most descriptive verses on damnation in the Bible.  Do 
you believe in hell, and if so, how literal do you believe this description is? 

4. We believe in salvation by faith.  How do you interpret this story without leaning 
into works-based salvation? 

5. Philosopher Peter Singer described what he called a "circle of moral concern" 
where we are more concerned with those inside the circle than those outside. Discuss 
how you treat people who are closer to you differently than you treat people you don't 
know well. How wide is your "moral circle"?  

6. When have you felt like one of the least of these?  How does the passage speak 
to people in such a circumstance? 

7. What is the most creative way you remember serving others? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about ways in which each person can 
creatively serve others 
 


