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Week of August 30, 2020 
 
Matthew 16:21-28 
 
 21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This 
must never happen to you." 
 23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 
 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 
 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life? 
 27 "For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. 
 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. When have you worked to achieve something then were disappointed by how 
you felt after achieving it? 

B. Legendary baseball player Pete Rose is banned from baseball and ineligible for 
election to the Hall of Fame because he had gambled on baseball games. Do you think 
this is fair? To what extent should a person’s accomplishments be considered 
separately from their personal morality? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 21, it says that Jesus began to “show” his disciples what awaited him.  It 
doesn’t say that Jesus “told” them.  How do you think he could “show” his disciples that 
“he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised”? 

2. a. If you could remove something from your standard understanding of the 
Christian faith and say it didn’t apply any more, what would it be?   

b. What instruction of Jesus is most distasteful to you? 

3. What does it mean for you to “see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom” (verse 
28)? 

4. In verse 23, Jesus speaks of setting one’s mind on human things instead of 
divine things.  What “human things” do you set your mind on that detracts from your 
ability to set your mind on divine things? 

5. Writer David Brooks speaks of “resume virtues” versus “eulogy virtues”. What 
have your “resume virtues” been? How about your “eulogy virtues”? Can you think of a 
time when the two were in conflict? Which did you choose? 

6. What do you want your legacy to be? To what extent does this drive your 
decisions in the present? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about our true long-term objectives 
 


