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Matthew 15:21-28 
 
 21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." 
 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
"Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us." 
 24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 
 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." 
 26 He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." 
 27 She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' 
table." 
 28 Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 
wish." And her daughter was healed instantly.
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. Tell a story of a time you said something you regretted immediately? 

B. Tell a story of a time you were initially rejected or turned down and then were 
persistent enough to get your way. 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 23, why do you think Jesus ignored her at first? Why do you think the 
disciples wanted Jesus to send her away? 

2. Read verses 24-25. Why do you think Jesus responded to her the way he did? 
Why do you think she responded by kneeling before him?  

3. In verse 28, Jesus says her faith is “great.” What makes it “great”? Then after you 
list those qualities, how does your faith measure up? 

4. Do you think what she said in verse 27 changed Jesus’ mind? Do you think 
God’s mind ever changes on things? 

5. How persistent are you in prayer? It is common for people to end a prayer with 
“but God’s will be done…” – but should you accept what seems to be a “no” as the final 
word? 

6. What is the “mission statement” for your life? How can you specifically live into 
your mission and purpose? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about knowing your broader purpose in life. 
 


