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Matthew 14:13-21 (NRSV) 
 
 13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 
 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and 
cured their sick. 
 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, 
and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages 
and buy food for themselves." 
 16 Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat." 
 17 They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish." 
 18 And he said, "Bring them here to me." 
 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
 20 And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, 
twelve baskets full. 
 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. What is something that you never did because of fear? Try to answer this 
question thinking of different kinds of fear. 

B. In what ways were you well-prepared (or well-suited) for the pandemic, and in 
what ways were you ill-prepared (or ill-suited)? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. The passage begins with “when he heard this.” “This” was the news that John the 
Baptist had been beheaded. How does this impact your understanding of what Jesus 
was doing and how he responded? 

2. What do you think the disciples were afraid of if Jesus didn’t send the people 
away? 

3. In verse 16, Jesus tells the disciples: “you give them something to eat.” How do 
you imagine the story playing out had they simply decided to do so? How would that 
make the story different? 

4. What do you think is the significance of having so much food leftover? 

5. What is your best skill? What is your best attribute? Which one best defines who 
you are?  

6. What Godly attribute do you need to develop further? How can you work on that? 

 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about Godly attributes that need to be 
developed 
 


