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Week of May 17, 2020 
 
1 Peter 3:13-22 (NRSV) 
 
 13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 
they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 
 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when 
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to 
shame. 
 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer 
for doing evil. 
 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 
 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 
 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 
 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. There is the old saying/joke: "No good deed goes unpunished." When has this 
happened to you? 

B. Describe the most ethical person you know. Why do you think they are so 
ethical? How does this help them? How might this have hurt them? 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. In verse 20, Peter recounts the story of Noah, and then in verse 21 draws an 
analogy, saying, "baptism, which this prefigured…" How do you see baptism relating to 
the Noah story? Does it impact your understanding of baptism? 

2. In verse 16, Peter tells us to keep our conscience clear so that "those who abuse 
you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame". What do you think "shame" 
means in this context? Who would put them to shame? 

3. In verses 14-15 Peter writes, " do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify 
Christ as Lord". What does it mean to you to "sanctify Christ as Lord", and how would 
that help you to not be intimidated? 

4. Do you believe God actually causes less harm to come to Christians? What are 
the pitfalls of such a belief? 

5. In verse 17, Peter says, "it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be 
God's will, than to suffer for doing evil." When have you chosen the path of doing good, 
even when it was to your own detriment? 

6. In this time, do you think people are more tempted to do good or do evil? Give 
examples of each. And how about for yourself? How have you been tempted to do more 
good? How have you been tempted not to do good? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about staying true to our character in this time 


