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Week of March 22, 2020 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 (NRSV) 
 
NRS 1 Samuel 16:1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I 
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will 
send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons." 
 2 Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the LORD said, 
"Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 
 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall 
anoint for me the one whom I name to you." 
 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the 
city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 
 5 He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to 
the sacrifice. 
 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is 
now before the LORD." 
 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they 
look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." 
 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one." 
 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one." 
 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The 
LORD has not chosen any of these." 
 11 Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring 
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." 
 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." 
 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel 
then set out and went to Ramah. 
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Group Leader 

Remember: you don’t need to use all of the questions.  Go with what works.  Give 
people a chance to think before answering, but if a question falls flat, move on.  Let the 
discussion go where it needs to go, as long as it remains centered around the lesson.  
Give the participants page 1.  Use this page for yourself. 

Gathering questions: 

A. When was the last time you were "sure" of something but you turned out to be 
wrong?   

B. Recall a time when you checked out a place on the Internet but it turned out to be 
not at all like what was described. 

Bible Study Questions: 

1. Why do you think Saul was grieving? Why was he stuck in his grief? 

2. How do you imagine God communicated with Samuel? Was it direct or indirect?  
How does God communicate with you? 

3. When does the appearance of someone you're dealing with matter to you most? 

4. When have you prematurely believed that God had answered your prayer? 

5. How open are you to being surprised by God? When has God answered a prayer 
in a surprising way? 

6. Think of a tough situation in your life, now or recently (aside from the Covid-19 
pandemic). What makes it a difficult situation in your eyes? What do you think God sees 
when God looks on the situation? 

7. In the current crisis, what do you think God may want us to see? 

8. What are things God sees in the world that you have trouble seeing? How can 
you learn to see situations as God does? 

Closing prayer: particularly invite prayers about areas of your lives where you need to 
let go of the past or be more open to God’s imagination for your life 


